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My Dear Sir: — Eigliteen years ago the foUowing- 
"Annals of Tryun Coiantj-" were dedicated to your illuB- 
triouB father. He, who was regarded by you with such 
deep filial aff^'ction, and who was the object of venera- 
tion to hie friends, has recently, Etftei a long sojourn 
upon the earth, been gathered to hiu fathers in peace, 
It ia a source of uitafi'ected gratification to me, that I 
was permitted, when a young man, to form his acquain- 
tance, and from that period down to the close of his 
life, continued to share somewhat of his notice and his 
friendship. To you, bm Bon, my eai-ly profeseional in- 
structor and my friend, I now present this new edition 
of a work, which, though it has but little intrinsic mer- 
it, either in its style or arraagement, possesses, perhaps, 
some interest, from the fact that it was the pioneer his- 
tory of the border wars of our native State. For me 
it has a melancholy interest, because all the actors in 
the Revolutionary drama who were Mvmg at the time of 
its first appearance, in 1831, and from whose lips the 
personal narratives were gathered, have gone the way 
of all tlie living, and are now numbered with the dead. 
Of the then aged men and women scattered along the 
valley of the Mohawk and the head-waters of the Sus- 
quehanna, with whom it was my good fortune to sit 
dovrn and listen to the stories of their trials and their 
triumphs, not one survives. 
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The materials were, at the time, collected from tlie 
manuscriptB of the Committee of Safety on the border?, 
from the correspondence of the principal aetors, and 
from the oral statementB of those who eurvived to my 
day. While atiTerol large Tolumee have eince been writ- 
ten, coverijig the finme ground, it ia believed that the 
Annals, as originally drawn and pubUshed by me, con- 
tained all the principal events which occurred upon the 
frontier of New York during the Revolution, and were 
in all essential particulnj-a correct. When firut pub- 
hshed, the whole history of the border wars of New 
York scarcely made np a page in any then existing his- 
torical work. As this book was the first, and wae pre 
pared from materials in a great degree new, eucceeding 
writers on the same subject drew largely upon it, and, 
in Borne instances, made extensive extracts without 
credit or reference. My first intention was, in present- 
ing a new edition, to revise and altej-, hut upon reflec- 
tion I determined to leave the work substantially in its 
original form. Since its first pubhcation I have at vari- 
ouit times examinei] many additional documents, and 
prepared articles which throw some new light upon por- 
tions of the work, and which tend to confirm its posi- 
tions and statements. The original text will be left as 
it was, and these articles, even at the expense of seme 
repetition, will be inserted in the Appendix. Such is 
the "Memoir of General James Clinton," read before 
the New York Historical Society in 1837 ; also, the arti- 
cle on the "Direct agency of the British Goverumeatin 
the employment of the Indians in the Revolutionary 
war," read before the same Society in 1845, and the 
"Centennial Address," delivered at my native town of 
Cherry Valley, in 1840. 
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The novelist and the poet have embelliBhed And 
adorned the annals of our brave and patriotic borderers. 
My ambition was to rescue from oblivion, materials for 
the fatore historian of the Empire State. Like the 
wandering Arab, who, as he passes, lays a stone upon 
his father's grave, to mark the place of his sepulture, I 
bring my contribution, my rough block, in the hope 
that it may be hewn into shape and polished by others, 
and form a part of that historic column, upon which 
our children and their descendants may read the record 
of the struggles and the patriotism of those ancestors, 
to whom we and they are and will be indebted for our 
liberty and our Republic 

I am, respectfully, your friend, 

WILLIAM W. CAMPBELL- 

New York, January 1st, 1849. 




PREFACE TO FIHST EDITION. 



flu presenting this volume of AnnolB to the public, I 
wowld wish to Bay a few words as to its origin. It is a 
right which eyery reader of a book, pwrporting to be a 
record of facts, poBeeesee, and may eserciHe, to examine 
its authenticity, and to demand whence the author has 
drawn his conclusions. In the fall of 1830, a society 
was formed in the village of Cherry Valley for literary 
purposes generally, but especially for collecting facts 
illustrative of the natural and civil history of that sec 
tion of country. I had been often requested to collect 
and imbody the events of its ci^ histoi'y, and was again 
Bohcited to prosecute this branch of inquiry. I at first 
contemplated \vTi ting only the history of Cherry Val 
ley. Bora and reared in that valley, I had, from early 
life, been in some degree familiar with the incidents 
which had occurred there. They were interwoven with 
my earliest impressions ; and I entered upon the buai- 
nesa of arranging and compiling them with an interest 
which the subject, perhaps did not merit. Upon exami- 
nation, I found its revolutionary history connected with 
that of the valley of the Mohawk, and thinking I might, 
from the documents and information which I bad ob- 
tained, throw some light upon the comparatively imper- 
fect history of that valley, during that interesting peri 
od, I dropped the original plan, and adopted the one 
which I have followed in the subsequent pages. I have, 
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", dwelt more particularly upon the events which 
occurred in Chorry Valley ; not that they were more 
important or interesting, but partly from reasons be- 
fore mentioned, and partly for the reason that an aecu 
rate account of the minute traneactions of that settle 
ment was immediately within my reach, and upon the 
authenticity of wliich I could rely with the greatest con- 
fidence. 

Some of the written documents were obtained in the 
office of the Secretary of State, but most of them from 
the venerable John Frey, one of the chairmen of the 
Tryon County committee, and who is now Htandiug 
almoBt upon the brow of a hundred years — a monu- 
ment of other days. Several gentlemen, relatives or 
descendants of those who acted conspicuous parts, have 
very pohtely furnished me with original papers. To 
all of them I would here most sincerely tender mj' 
thanks. Some of the accounts, merely traditionary, 
have been obtained from persons convereant and on in- 
timate terras with the actors ; but most of them from 
those who could say to me, "pars magna fui." Under 
these circumstances, it is possible there may be errors. 
I have, however, in all cases, compared the statements 
where they varied ; and I flatter myself that I have gen 
erally arrived at the ti-uth. I may be mistaken ; but I 
have written nothing which T do not beheve to be true. 
WILLIAM W. CAJIPBELL. 

New Yoek, August 16th, 1831. 
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LATE CHIEF JUSTICE AND CHANCELLOR OF THE STATE OF NEW 
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*'Hi8toria, testis temponim et nuntia veritatls, pneclari facinoris 
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That the evening of your life may be as serene and hap* 
py as its meridian has been useful and distinguished, 
is the sincere wish of 

THE AUTHOR. 
New York, 1831. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Niw York, at the time of its discovery and Bettle- 
tnent by tUe Eiu'opeans, was inbabited by a race of men 
distingiiisbed, above all the other aborigines of thie 
Continent, for their intelligence and prowese. Five dis 
tinct and independent tribes, speaking a language radi- 
cally the §ame, and practicing similar cuntome, had uni- 
ted in forming a confederacy which, for durability and 
power, was unequalled in Indian history. They were 
the Mohawks, Oneidaa. Onondagan, Cayugas, and Sen 
ecae, called the Ii-oquois by the French, and the Five 
Nations by tlie Englisli- In cases of great emergency, 
each tribe or nation acted separately and independently ; 
but a general council usually assembled at Onondaga, 
near the centre of their territory, and determined upon 
peace or war, and all other matters which regarded the 
interests of the whole. The powers of this council ap- 
pear to hare been not much dissimilar to those of the 
United States Congress under the old confederation. 

Their language, though guttural, was sonorous. Their 
orators studied euphony in their words and in their 
arrangements. Their graceful attitudes and gestures, 
and their flon-ing sentences, rendered their diBCOurses. 
if not always eloquent, at least highly impressive. An 
erect and commantling figure, with a blanket thrown 
loosely over the shoulder, with his naked arm raised, 
and addressing in impassioned strains a group of simi- 
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lar persona sitting upon the ground around him, would, 
to use the illustration of au early hiatorian of this State, 
give Qo faint picture of Rome in her early days." 

They were very methodical in their haraagues. When 
in conference with other nations, at the conchisions of 
every important seutence of the opposite speaker, a 
Bichem gave a small stick to the orator who was to re- 
ply, charging him at the same time to remember it. Af* 
tei' a short consultation with the others, he was enabled 
to repeat most of the discourse, which he answered ar- 
ticle by article.t 

These nations were distinguished for their prowess 
in war, as well as for their sagacity and eloquence in 
council. War was their delight. Beheving it to be the 
most honorable employment of men, they infused into 
their children in early Ufe high ideas of military glory. 
Tbey carried their arms into Canada, across the Con- 
necticut, to the banks of the Mississippi, and almost to 
the GiUf of Mexico. Formidable by their niunbers and 
their skill, they excited respect and awe in the most 
powerful tribes, and exacted tribute and obedience 
from the weak. 

In 1608, the first efficient settlement was made in 
Canada by Governor Champlain, who founded Quebec. 
At this time the Five Nations were waging a desperate 
war with the Hurone and Algonquins, who inhabited a 
part of that province. Champlain, unfortimately for 
the colony, entered into an alliance with the latter 
tribes, and by furnishing them with men and fire arms, 
enabled them to gain a temporary ascendancy.' The 
confederates, who had always been victorious, and who 
"f«tnlth'a lilatory of New York, flbiJ. 

"Vide Ediob. Encyclopedia— Art. Aincricu. 
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considered the Hurons and AJgonqiiins an little better 
than vaBsals, coiilil not brook this defeat They ap- 
plied to, and courted the friendehip of the Diitch, who 
found their way up the Hudson River, and estabhshed 
themselves at Albany, soon after the settlement of Que- 
bec. From them they obtained arms and munitions, 
and soon regained the influence and power which they 
had lost. This opportune arrival and assietance of the 
Dutch, togetherwith their mild, conciliatory manners, en- 
deared them to the Five Nations, who afterwards looked 
up to them for advice and direction in their own a&irs, 
and protected and fought for them with choerfulness 
and courage. But the interference of the French 
aroused the indignation of these haughty warriors; for 
ahnoet a century they harassed their infant oolonite. 
and visited with a dreadful vengeance both the authors 
of their disgrace and their descendants. This, if not 
the iron, was the golden age of tlie Irotinois. During 
this period, the hardy German passed up the Mohawk 
in his light canoe, and penetrated into the remote 
bounds of their territory, where he exchanged his mer 
chandise and munitions of war for the peltry of the In 
dians.* 

In 16C4 the province of New York was surrendered 
to the EngUsh by Peter Stuyvesant, the last of the 
Dutch governors. The Enghsh, perceiving the impcr- 
tance of being on friendly terms with the Indians, ex- 
erted themaelves to preserve that good understauding 
which had existed between the latter and the Dntrh. 
Conventions were frequently called at Albany, at which 
the governors met and conferred with them ; presents 
were distributed bberally, and no opportunity was ne- 
'Memotra of an Americao Ltkdy. 
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glected to imprest) them with ideas of tbe weoltli and 
power of the English monarch. The French were not 
idle, JealoTiB of the growing power and influence of 
the English colonies, and deeirouB of monopolizing the 
Indian trade, they adopted various plans to detatch the 
Iroquois frcm their alHance with the English. They 
endeavored to break up the confederacy, that they 
might conquer the nations in detail. They attacked 
the English, in hopes that, by gaining some splendid 
victories over them, they would convince the Indiana of 
the weaknesa of theii' allies, and of the strength of 
their enemies. They sent missionaries among them, 
more desirous of milking allies for France than con- 
verts to Christianity ; in this they partly fiuceeeded ; and 
in 1671, persxiflded the Caughnawagas to remove from 
their settUments on the Mohawk, and to estabhsh them- 
BeWes in Canada. 

In 1688 the vengeance of the Five Nations vrae again 
aroused by a stratagem of the Dinondadies, a tribe at 
wai' with them, and in alhance with France, The Di- 
nondadies killed several of their ambaseadora while go- 
ing to hold a conference in Canada, and falsely pre- 
tended that they had been informed of their journey by 
the French governor. Incensed at what they consid- 
ered a great breach of faith, about twelve himdred 
warriors of the Five Nations landed at Montreal on the 
26th July, 1689, and killed about a thousand French — 
men, women, and children, and carried away twenty-six 
prisoners, whom they afterward burned alive. The 
French retaliated for these aggressionB by making in- 
cursions into tbe Indian countiT, and burning their vil- 
lages. 

In 1690 the French made an attack upon Schenec- 
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tady ; took the place by surpiiee, ae it was in the Ae&i 
of winter, and na danger was apprehended ; the whole 
village waa destroyed ; about eisty of the inhabitants 
were killed, and ui)st of the reniainder perished, as 
they fled nakod tbrjugh the snow toward Albany." 

This was the first intimation the colony of New 
Tork received that a war waB meditated on the part of 
the French ; it was the more perfidious, as negotiationa 
were then pending ia Europe for the purpose of set- 
tling the claims of the two governments in America. 
During this war the confederates remained attached to 
the English, and rendered important services by harass- 
ing the frontiers of their enemies. About 1701, a gen- 
eral treaty of peace was made between the French and 
Five Nations, which put an end to these long and afflic- 
ting wars, in which both parties had been sufferers. In 
the early part of this centtuy, (about 1712,) the Mone- 
cons, or Tuscaroras, a tribe of Indians living in the 
Carolinas, made war upon the inhabitants of those col 
onies ; they were vanquished by the colonists, and 
forced to abandon their country ; they are thought to 
have been allies of the Five Nations in some of their 
southern expeditions. From a similarity in their Ian* 
guage, the confederates supposed them derived from 
a common origin ; they received them iuto the conf ed- 
sracy, assigned them a section of their territory to 
dwell in ; after this they were caDed the Six Nations. 
The Tuscaroras never possessed the energy and cour- 
age of the other confederates. Tradition says that they 
were obliged to wear a woman's pocket for a tobacco 
pooch, as a mark of then- effeminacy and want of cour- 
age. 

" See Appeudlx — Note A . 
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From the oommencemeiit of this century down to 
1750. the French missionflrieB and agents were verj' 
Bucceeefnl. That body of men, the French JeBuite, 
who by their zeal put to shnme many men engaged in a 
better cause, entered upon this field of labor with 
great ardor. At one time they doffed the clerical hab- 
it, nnd putting on the Indian garb, accompanied the 
warriors on distant and hazardous expeditions ; and at 
another, they astonished their aavage audience with 
the splendid and imposing rites and ceremonies of the 
Romifih church. They spoke in glowing terms of the 
resources and magnificence of le grand Monarque, as 
they ttrmed the King of France, 

They obtained permission for tlie French to build 
fcrts in their ttrritory; and in short, when the last 
Frtccb war br<ke out in 1754, the four western tribes 
went over to the French, and took np the hatchet 
against the Engheh. This war terminated by the com- 
plete subjection of Canada, and the annexing it to the 
British dominionB. The Indinne, however, witnessing 
the defeat of the French, bed many of them returned, 
before the close of the war, to the English, by whtm 
they were again received as allies. 

Major General "William Johuaon" rendered very im- 
portant servicta during this war; his complete victory 
over Baron Dieekau, Sept. 1757, at the head of Lake 
George, and the capture of Fort Niagara by him, had 
aided mateiially in bringing the war to a succeseful ter- 
mination. He was created a baronet, and Parliment 
voted b'Tti five thousand pounds Bterling ; he was also 
appointed general superintendent of Indian affaire i he 
had settled upon the Mohawk in 1734, Iiaying emigra- 
"Sec Appeiidli— Xole B. 
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ted there from Ireland, and thus rose to rank and af* 
fluence. Stem, determined in purpose, at times even 
arbitrary, sagacious and penetrating, but when necessa^ 
ry, urbsme and conciliatory in his manners, he was em^ 
inently qualified for the station to which he was ap* 
pointed. No person has ever exerted an equal influ- 
ence over these unlettered children of the forest He 
lived at Johnstown, where he had a beautiful residence, 
and was surrounded by the Mohawks. The Indians 
looked up to him as their father, paying the utmost def^ 
erence to his advice, and consulting him on all occa- 
sions. Out of compliment to them, he frequently wore 
in winter, their dress ; he received them cordially at his 
house, where sometimes hundreds of them assembled. 
So great was the respect they had for him, that though 
the house contained many valuables, nothing was pur- 
loined from it, even in their carousals. Being a widow 
er, he received into his family an Indian maiden, a sis 
ter of the celebrated sachem, Joseph Thayendanegea, 
called the Brant. 

The influence of Sir William continued until his 
death, about the commencement of the revolutionary 
war, when the principal events took place, which I de- 
sign hereafter to relate. 



CHAPTER I. 

**Time rolls his ceaseless course. The race of yore, 

Who danced our infancy upon their knee, 

And told our marvelling boyhood legend's store 

Of their strange ventures happ'd by land or sea : 

How they are blotted from the things that be ! 

How few. all weak, and withered of their force, 

Wait on the verge of dark eternity, 

Like stranded wrecks, the tide returning hoarse, 

To sweep them from our sight ; Time rolls his ceaseless course." 

It is always a pleasing task to rescue from oblivion 
the names, and to record the deeds, of those individuals , 
however humble, who were the pioneers of our coun- 
try, who purchased the wilderness from the savage, and 
afterward disputed the dominion over it with the wolf 
and the bear. 

The pleasure is increased, and a deep and thrilling 
interest is awakened, as we trace out those individuals 
ardently engaged on the side of their country in that 
revolution which terminated in our entire independence ; 
in the planting of that tree of hberty, whose beautifol 
foliage and wide-spreading branches have excited uni- 
versal admiration, and a scion from which may yet be 
engrafted into all the nations of the east. 

This is the object of the following imperfect sketch, 
which, if it add httle to the materials for the future 
history of our State, may be a source of some pleasure 
and satisfaction to those connected with the actors 
themselves, and to the survivors, those venerable relics 
of other times, a few of whom have come down to us, 
but who, one by one, are daily dropping into eternity. 

In 1738 a patent for 8000 acres of land, lying about 
3 
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ten mUes sotitli of the Slohawk Biver, and fifty-two west 
from Albany, was granted by George Clark, then lieu- 
tenant governor, with the consent of the council of the 
then province of New York, to John Lindeeay, Jacob 
BoBeboom, Lendert Ghmsevoort, and Sy brant Van 
Schaick. This patent ie situated in the extreme nortb- 
eastem part of the now county of Otsego, embracing a 
part of tbe toivD and village of Cherry Valley. The 
face of tbe country generally, in this county, is uneven ; 
a great nxunber of valleys run nearly north and south. 
in which are Otsego and Schuyler Lakes, and through 
which flow several streams, forming the eastern branch 
of the Susquehouua. These valleys ace bounded on 
the north by a ridge of table land, in which many of 
the smaller streams take their rise, and from whose 
uortliem declivity flow several imimportant tributaries 
of the Mohawk ; there are indentations or passes at the 
northern estremities of all these valleys ; differing, how- 
ever, in their elevations aud in the distances between 
the sources of the tributary waters of the two rivers. 
None of these valleys are veiy extensive, but the soil is 
fertile, and the rolling land between them producea all 
kinds of grain, and furnishes excellent pasturage in 
great abundance. The valley, through whicli runs 

, Cherry Valley Creek, is about sixteen miles in length, 
and varies from one quarter to a mile in breadth ; at 
the village it is 1335 feet, and where it terminates in its 

, pass about a mile north, lil8 feet, above tide water. 
Chains of highland stretch along both sides of this 
valley ; that on the east may properly be considered a 
spur of the Catskills. It terminates abruptly about 
three miles north east of the village, in Mount Inde- 
pendence, from whose top the land slopes gradually to 
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the north ; its siunniit is more tlian 2000 feet iibove tide 
water, and 1700 above tUe valley of the Mohawk ; from 
hence a beautiful prospect opens in some directionti 
nearly one hiinclrcd miles in e:(teut The Mohawk val- 
ley, with a large portion of the northern part of thf 
State, IB Bpread out as a map ; while fai- in the north- 
east are dimly seeuthe tops of the Oreen Mountains, as 
they mingle with the horizon." 

Early in the eighteenth century, nearly three thou- 
sand Gerinan PaIatinat«B emigrated to this country 
under the patronage of Queen Anne ; most of them 
settled in Pennsylvania ; a few made their way, in 1713, 
from Albony, over the Helderberg, to Schoharie Creek, 
and under the most diecouraging circumstances suc- 
ceeded in effecting a settlement upon the rich allnvial 
lands bordering upon that stream. Small colonies from 
here, and from Albany and Schenectady, estabhshed 
themselves in various places along the Mohawk ; and in 
1722 had extended as far up as the German Flats, neiu' 
where stEuids the ^'illage of Herkimer ; but all the in- 
habitants were found in the neighborhood of these 
streams ; none had ventured out in that unbroken wil- 
derness which lay to the south and west of these set- 
tlements. 

Mr. Lindesay, having obtained an assignment from 
the three other patentees to himself and Governor 
Clark, in 17311 caused the patent to be sui'veyed and 
subdivided into lute, and chose for himself the farmt 
afterward successively owned by Mr. John Wells and 

* Upon Ibis nortliem slope, and about three miles troiu Jlouni 
lodepeiidence, is built the tamoiia ■'FaviUon" at Sharon SpringB, 
from the pla2ZB of which the prospect is both beautiful and graail, 

t 't'his farm has been occupied by Mr. Joseph Fheloa, since 
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Judge Hudson, and gave to it the name of Lindesay's 
Bush. In the following summer he left New York with 
his family, consisting of his wife, and father-in-law, Mr. 
Congreye, a lieutenant in the British army, and a few 
domestics, and settled upon his farm. He was a Scotch 
gentleman of some fortune and distinction, having held 
several offices under government, and anticipated much 
pleasure from a residence in this high and rolling coun- 
try, whose valleys, and hills, and lakes would constantly 
remind him of the wild and romantic scenery of his 
native land. A luxuriant growth of beach and maple, 
interspersed with the wild cherry, covered the valley, 
and extended along up the sides of the hills, whose 
tops were crowned with clusters of evergreen ; elk and 
deer were found here in great numbers, as were bears, 
wolves, beavers, and foxes ; it was a favorite hunting- 
ground of the Mohawks, who erected their cabins near 
some little spring, and hunted their game upon the 
mountains. Mr. Lindesay, as well as all the early set- 
tlers, found it important to cultivate their friendship ; 
he received them into his house, and treated them with 
such hospitality as circumstances would permit; this 
kindness was not lost upon the high-minded savages, 
one of whom gave proof of no ordinary friendship dur- 
ing the first winter after his removal to Lindesay's 
Bush. Whatever of happiness and independence Mr. 
Lindesay may have looked forward to, he knew Httle of 
the privations of the settlers of a new coimtry, espe- 
cially such a country as he had selected ; his farm was 
fifteen miles from any settlement, difficult of access 
from that settlement which was on the Mohawk River, 
by reason of its elevation above it ; and the intervening 
country was traversed only by an Indian footpath. 
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In the winter of 1740, the snow fell to a great depth ; 
the paths were filled up ; all commtuiieation with the 
settlers upon the Mohawk was stopped ; Mr. Lindesay 
had not made sufficient preparation for such a winter ; 
he had but a scanty supply of provisions ; these were 
almost consumed long before spring ; a wretched and 
lingering death was in prospect for him and his family. 
At this critical time an Indian came to his house, hav- 
ing travelled upon the snow with snow-shoes ; when in- 
formed of their situation, he readily undertook to reheve 
them ; he went to the settlements upon the Mohawk, 
and having procured provisions, returned with them 
upon his back, and during the remainder of the winter, 
this faithful child of the forest thus continued to relieve 
them, and thus preserved the Hves of the first inhabi- 
tants of our town and coimty. 

In New York, Mr. Lindesay became acquainted with 
the Rev. Samuel Dimlop, and prevailed upon him to 
visit his patent, offering him a tract of land of several 
hundred acres, on condition that he would settle upon 
it, and would use his influence with his friends, and per- 
suade them to accompany him. Pleased with the situa- 
tion, and the generous proprietor of the patent, he ac- 
cepted of the proposal. He was an Irishman by birth, 
but had been educated in Edinburgh ; had spent sever- 
al years in the provinces, having travelled over most of 
those at the south ; and at the time of his first acquain- 
tance with Mr. Lindesay, was on a tour through those 
at the north. He went to Londonderry in New Hamp- 
shire, where several of his countrymen were settled, 
whom he persuaded to remove, and in 1741 David Ram- 
say, William GkiUt, James Campbell, William Dickson, 
and one or two others, with their families, in all about 
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thirty perBuns. cume aiid purchased farms, and imme 
diately commenced making improveraenta upon tliem. 
They had emigrated from the Eorth of Ireland Heveral 
years auterior to their removal here ; some of them 
were originally from Scotland ; they were called Scotch 
Irish — a general name given to the inhabitants of the 
north of Ireland, many of whom are of Scotch descents 
hardy and indiistrious, inured to toil from their infancy, 
they were well calculated to sustain the labors necessary 
in clearing the forest, and fitting it fur the abode of 
civilized man. 

The following circumstance gave rise to its name: 
Mr. Diinlop, engaged in writing some letters, inquired 
of Mr. Lindeaay where he should date them, who pro- 
posed the name of a town in Scotland i Mr. Dunlop, 
pointing to some fine wild eheri-y-trees, and to the 
valley, repUed, "Let us give our place an appropriate 
name, and call it Cherry Valley," which was readily 
agreed to ; it was for a long time the distinguishing 
name of a large section of country, south aud west. 
•Soon after the arrival of these settlers, measures were 
taken for the erection of a griat-mill and saw-mill, and 
a building for a school-houae and church. Mr. Dunlop 
left Ireland under au engagement of marriage n-ith a 
young lady of that country ; and having made the nec- 
essary arrangements for his future residence in Cherry 
Valley, returned to fulfill it This engagement was con- 
ditional ; if he did not return in seven years from the 
time of his departure, it should be optional with her to 
abide by or put an end to the contract : the time had 
almost expired ; she had heard nothing from him for 
some time, and supposed him either dead or unfaithful ; 
another offered, was accepted, and the day appointed 
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for the marrittge. In the mean time Mr. Dunlop had 
been driven off the coast of Scotland by a etorm : after 
a detejition of several days, he finally mada port in Ire- 
laud, and hastening on his journey, arrived the day pre- 
vious : hia aiTival was as joyful as it was unexpected ; he 
was maiTied, and returned immediately with his wife to 
Cherry Valley, and entered upon his duties as the first 
pastor of its httle church. A log-house had been erected 
to the north of Jlr. Lindesaj's, on the declivity of the 
little hill upon which hia house wan situated ; where, 
though possessing little of th'" world's wealth, they 
offered up the homage of devout and grateful hearts. 
Most of the adidt inhabitants were members of the 
church ; the clergyman waa to receive ten shillings on 
the hundred aci-es of land ; a mere pittance, by reason 
of the small number of inhabitants ; but he lived fru- 
gally ; they made presents to hini of the productions of 
their farms, which, with the avails of his own, afforded 
him a competent support. In these early days, an ex- 
cellent state of feeling toward each other prevailed ; 
common danger and common interest united them. In 
their worship and observances they were very strict 
During the ten subswiuent years, not more than three or 
four famihes Iiad come into the settlement Among 
them was Mr. John Wells, grandfather of the late John 
Wells of New York City. He also was an Irishman, 
and became a resident in 1743, and in "44 piu-chased the 
farm which Mr. Lindesay had selected for himself, and 
upon which he resided. 

Mr, Lindesay was unacquainted with practical farm- 
ing, and his property had been expended to little advan- 
tage ; after struggling several years, he was compelled 
to abandon Ms enterprise. The war between France 



^ 



24 AKNALS OF 

and Great Britain had been, in part, transferred to 
America,Nand in 1744 our northern frontier was threat- 
ened with an attack by the French and Indians. Re-in- 
forcements were ordered to Oswego, and among them, 
the company of Independent Greens, in which IVIr. Con- 
greye was a lieutenant ; he resigned his commission in 
favor of his son-in-law, Mr. Lindesay, who, having spent 
several years in the service, died in New York, leaving 
no children. Mr. Wells, a man of amiable disposition, 
and of great integrity, before there was any officer of 
justice, was frequently appealed to as the arbiter of any 
httle difference ; he was afterwards a2)pointed the first 
justice of the peace for the town, and one of the Judges 
of Tryon County, which offices he continued to exercise 
until the time of his death, a little before the breaking 
out of the Revolution. 

Mr. Dunlop, having received a classical education, 
opened a school for the instruction of boys, who came 
from the settlements upon the Mohawk, and from Sche- 
nectady and Albany. It is wortliy of remark, that this 
was the first grammar-school in the State west of 
Albany. The boys were received into his house, and 
constituted a part of his family. The extreme simplici- 
ty of the times may be learned from the fact, that they 
often went into the fields, and there recited their lessons 
as they followed their instructor about, while engaged 
in his usual avocations upon his farm ; several individ- 
uals along the Mohawk, who were afterwards conspicu- 
ous in the Revolution, thus received the first rudiments 
of their education. 

The tranquility which had hitherto prevailed in the 
settlement was not always to continue ; the French by 
their intrigues had succeeded in alienating the affections 
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of the IndianB, who inetead of regurdiii^ the inhabitants 
as frieudii, in many caBt:B looked upon them as intruderH. 
A war colony had been sent out by the Sis Nations, 
which had settled at a place called Oquago, in the now 
county of Broome, situated on the eastern branch of 
the Susquehanna. During the Revolution tliie was a 
place of general rendezvous for the Six Nations. In 
the French wars it was composed prindpally of Mo- 
hawks, who remained attached to the EngUsli, and who 
paid their annual visits to Sir William Johnson, to re- 
ceive their presents. Those who violated the laws were 
not permitted to share with the others ; a few such, fear- 
ing to present themselves before Sir William, stayed be- 
hind and concerted a plan for destroying this infant set- 
tlement. They were to make an attack upon it while the 
inhabitants were at church ou the Sabbath. They were 
discovered on Sabbath morning, before their arri^'al at 
the settlement. The inhabitants, fearing some hostile 
intention, prepared themselves for defense, taking care 
to exhibit their arms to the Intlians as they approached, 
who, not wishing to hazard an attack upon them armed, 
withdrew. But during the last French war, the danger 
of Indian incursions having become great from the de- 
fection of the four western of the Six Nations, and from 
threatenings of the more distant tribes, a body of eight 
hundred rangers (so called from their being chiefly em- 
ployed in ranging the woods) was ordered to be raised 
for the defense of the county of Tryon, and a company 
of them, under the conunond of Capt. M'Kean, stationed 
at Cherry VoUey : some rude fortifications were erected, 
and during their continuance the settlement was com- 
paratively secure. But previous, and indeed during all 
the French wars, the inhabitants of this, as of aU the 
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other settlements, were frequently called out to repel 
the French and Indians upon our northern frontier. 
This service was not only extremely hazardous but bur- 
densome, as they were obliged oftentimes to furnish in 
addition means of transportation for their own baggage, 
and also for that of the English* In accordance with 
the will of the government, they entered upon this ser 
vice cheerfully. The militia from the northern and 
western part of the province, lay under Sir William 
Johnson at Fort Edward, when Fort William Henry was 
besieged by the French General Montcalm in 1757. The 
whole force of General Webb, who was commander at 
Port Edward, was about 4000; 3000 were in Fort 
William Henry under CoL Monro, while the force of 
Montcalm was little over 8000 French and Indians. The 
troops of the former were more efficient, and better dis- 
ciplined than the French and Indians under Montcalm. 
During the siege and bombardment of Fort William 
Henry, the provincials at Fort Edward, a distance of 
only fifteen miles, earnestly demanded to be led to its 
relief. Gen. Webb after having given permission to Sir 
William Johnson to lead the men in case they would vol- 
unteer, on seeing them all express their willingness and 
ready to march, broke his promise and ordered them to 
return to the fori Indignation was depicted upon 
every countenance, but indignation and remonstrance 
were alike unavailing. Fort William Henry, after a vig- 
orous defense by Col. Monro, was surrendered, he hav- 
ing in vain expected that some movement would be 
made in his favor by Gen. Webb. The terms of sur- 
render were, that the garrison should march out with 
their arms, but without ammunition, and that a body of 
the French should guard them to Fort Edward. Mont- 
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oalm, oontrory to stipulation, neglected to eeud ths 
guard, and thus suffered the Indians to fall upon the 
garriBon, many of whom were barbarously kiUed, while 
others stripped of their oxmB and clothes fled to Fort 
Edward. Their sufTerings deepened that feeling of in- 
dignation which the cowardly or treacherous conduct of 
Webb bad created. The interest excited by the subse- 
qnent revolution absorbed for a time tbeir thoughts and 
feelings ; but there were individuals in that army under 
Sir William Johnson, from the little settlement of 
Cherry Valley, who, when age had furrowed their cheeks 
and whitened their loclis, could scarcely repress their 
feelings as tbey recounted the events of that sieg& 

Col. Monro died soon after very unddenly at Albany, 
not without suspicions however that unfair means had 
been used to prevent bis preferring a complaint against 
(Jen. Webb to the English government, 

During these harassing wars the population of the 
western part of the province continued to increase. 
Small settlements bad been made in various directions 
around Cherry Valley. A family of Harpers, who were 
afterwards distinguished for their courage and ardent 
attachments to the cause of American Uberty, removed 
from Cherry Valley some years before the Revolution, 
and established themselves at Harpersfield in the now 
county of Delaware. The Rev. William Johnstone had 
succeeded in planting a flourishing little colony on the 
east side of the Susquehanna, a short distance below the 
forks of tbe TJnadilla ; and several families were scat- 
tered through Springfield, Middlefield, then called New* 
town-Martin, and Laurens and Otego, called Old Eng- 
land district The population of Cherry Valley was 
abort of three hundred, and that of the whole county of 
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Tryon but a few thouBand, wbeu the Revolution com- 
menced.* Thia comity was taken from Albany in 17T2, 
and named in honor of William Tryon, then governor of 
the province. In 1784 it was changed to that of Mont- 
gomery. When fonned, it embraced all tliat part of the 
State lying west of a line ninniog north and south near- 
ly through the centre of the present comity of Scho- 
harie. It was divided into five dietrictB, which were 
again subdivided into smaller districte or precincts. The 
first, beginning at the east, was tlie llohawk district, em- 
bracing Fort Hunter, Cat^hnawaga, Johnatown. and 
Kingsborough ; Canajoharie district, embracing the pres- 
ent town of that name, with all the canntry south, in- 
cluding Cherry Valley and Harpersfield ; Palatine dis- 
trict, north of the river, and including the country 
known by the same name, with Stone Arabia, &c. ; and 
German Flata and Eingelaud dietricts. being then the 
most western settlements, and the former now known 
by the same name. The county buildinga were at Johns- 
town, where, as before mentioned, was the residence of 
Sir William Johnson. 

* Iq 1756 Ibe wbole popuiatlon of New Tork vaa U8,776. In 
1771 it Lad Increased lo 108,007; and in 1774 to 1S2.25I. 

la 1771. the population of the county of Albany was SS.SSS ; 
anil as Ibe county ol .\lbBDy embraced all the northern anil 
weglem part of the Stale, reaching from the city of Albany to 
Niagara, and the eastern part of the county was by far the most 
populous. It is not probable that the county of TryoD cootained 
more than lO.OOU inhubitauta. It was estimated in 1774 that the 
populatiou of the province of New York doubltd b; natural JD- 
crease in 20 ye&K. With a population of 133.3S1, there was eeti- 
inated a militia force of 33,000 ; and ihU was probably a fair esti- 
tnate of tho able-bodied moo of New York at II 
of Ibe Revolution. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Of all the English colonieB in North America, none 
was more loyal than New York ; but while her colonial 
history exhibits her inhabitants professing a warm at- 
tachment to the English crown, it presents them also 
nniformly and zealously maintaining their own inherent 
rights and priyileges. As early as 1691 an act was 
passed by the colonial Assembly, asserting the grounds 
of their right of being represented in Assembly ; that it 
was one of the distinguishing liberties of Englishmen, 
and was not a privilege enjoyed through the grace of the 
crown ; and in 1708 the :following resolution, reported 
by the committee of grievances, was adopted by the As- 
sembly : "Resolved, that the imposing and laying of any 
monies upon any of her Majesty's subjects of his colo- 
ny, under any pretence or color whatever, without con- 
sent in General Assembly, is a grievance, and a violation 
of the people's property." From this period down, we 
find this colony steadily resisting every attempt of her 
governors to encroach upon her rights, while contrib- 
uting at the same time freely and largely for their sup- 
port, and that of the government generally. During the 
long and harassing French wars, her levies both of men 
and money, considering her populatioli and resources, 
were immense. Her territory was the principal scene of 
action, and she seconded with all her powers the meas- 
ures adopted by the English to destroy the influence of 



the French in America : the succesefnl t«rmiii&ticn of 
the last of those wars, thns freeing New York from con 
fitant alarm and danger ; the common privations and Buf- 
ferings endured b^ the Provincial and English armies : 
the numerons connectionG by marriage formed by the 
ofBcers of the latter; and the extenrnve and flourishing 
commerce of the dty. all t«nded to strengthen the at- 
tachment of thia province to the mother cotmtry. 

Still asserting her on-n exclusive right of taxation, the 
Stamp Act was opposed in this province with much 
warmth in 1765. and the first committee of oorrespoud- 
ence was chosen ; which, oommimicating with the com- 
mittees of other provinces, prepared the way for the 
calling of the Congress which convened in the dty of 
New Tork the same year. With the repeal of the Stamp 
Act. the loyalty of the inhabitants again retunied ; and 
the aforementioned canses still operating, together with 
the direct influence sappoeed to have been exert«d by 
the F.n gliah minifiteis. prevented the early adoption by 
the Asaembly of the meaeui«e recommended by the Con- 
tinental Congress of Philadelphia in 1T74. 

In Tryon County, during the period between the re- 
peal of the Stamp Act and the assembling of Congress 
in '74, a Bt&te of things existed unfavorable to the canse 
of the Colonies. Sir William Johnson, respected for hie 
tdents, and distinguished >^ the official stations which 
he had filled with bo much credit, had endeared himself, 
not otdy to the Indians, who looked xxp to him as a fath- 
er, but also to the other inhabitants, who regarded him 
as the patron of the County, and who <<onEalte<d him up- 
on all matters of importance. Drawing towards the 
eloM of life, his opinions were those of a sag& and ex- 
preesed, as they would naturally be, in favor of that 
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goTemment which had bo highly honored and enriched 
him, had a tendency, if not entirely to change, at least 
to neutralize many indiyidnals, who otherwise would 
have espoused with warmth the colonial cause. He was 
supposed, however, to have been actuated more by what 
he considered his duty to the English government, than 
governed by his own private opinions. He could but 
view therefore with regret, those acts of the British Par- 
liament which were goading on the Americans to re- 
sistance by force. His sons-in-law, Colonel Guy John- 
son, and Colonel Claus, and his son, Sir John Johnson, 
especially Guy and Sir John, espoused the cause of the 
crown with great ardor. Possesssing large estates and 
occupying splendid residences along the eastern boun> 
dary of the Coxmty, they presented a formidable barrier 
to the transmission and circulation of general intelli- 
gence relative to existing differences. If they were not 
individually possessed of the influence and reputation of 
Sir William, they made up the deficiency by their zeal 
and activity. In the early part of the disturbance, they 
formed sagacious plans to prejudice the Six Nations 
against the American cause, and also to secure the co- 
operation in favor of Great Britain of their numerous 
dependents and friends. Among the latter were John 
and Walter Butler, who lived near Caughnawaga, a few 
miles from Johnson, and Joseph Brant,* all of whom 
visited with such dreadful massacres the settlements of 
western Pennsylvania and New York. The inhabitants 
of Tryon County, friendly to the American cause, were 
not idle. They, in common with their friends of this 
and the other provinces, had viewed with alarm and in- 
dignation the enactment and operation of the oppressive 

♦ A|>pendix~Note C. 
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(Kits oi the Eugliah Parliament, anil warmly sympathized 
w-ith the iiibftbitaiits of MaBaachiisetts. They hailed 
with joy the proposition for calling a Continental Con- 
gress. A meeting for Palatdne district was called the 
27th of August, 1774, which was attended by a large 
number of the inhabitants. It was said by Dr. Frauk- 
hn, npon his examination before the British House oi 
Commons, in 1766, relative to the operation of the 
Stamp Act, "That the Germane who inhabit Pennsyl- 
vania are more dissatisfied uith the duty than the native 
colonists themselves." The following reBolutions, 
adopted at this meeting, will show what were the feel- 
ings and sentiments of their brethren on the Mohawk. 
They contain the sentiments of the times, and they 
breathe a spirit highly commendable, and which could 
hardly have been expected to exist, and existing, must 
have required some decision and courage to publish in 
this then remote and defenseless county, tilled too with 
loyalists and Indians under their conti-ol. It wUl be re- 
membered that it was in June preceding, the Boston 
Port Bill went into operation, and when the first meas- 
ures were adopted by the Assembly of that province for 
the calling of a General Congress, 

"This meeting, looking with concern and heartfelt 
sorrow on the alarming and calamitous condition which 
the inhabitants of Boston are in, in consequence of the 
act of Parliament blocking np the port of Boston, and 
considering the tendency of the late acts of Parliament, 
for the purpose of raising a revenue in America, has to 
the abridging the liberties and privileges of the Amer- 
ican colonies, do resolve : 

1. That King George the Third is lawful and right- 
ful Lord and Sovereign of Great Bntain, and the do- 
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minions thereunto belonging ; and that, as part of his 
dominions, we hereby testify, that we will bear true faith 
and allegiance imto him ; and that we will, with our lives 
and fortunes, support and maintain him upon the throne 
of his ancestors, and the just dependence of these, his 
colonies, upon the crown of Great Britain. 

n. That we think and consider it as our greatest 
happiness, to be governed by the laws of Great Britain, 
and that with cheerfulness we will always pay submis> 
sion thereimto as far as we consistently can with the se- 
curity of the constitutional rights and hberties of Eng- 
Ush subjects, which are so sacred that we cannot permit 
the same to be violated. 

m. That we think it is our undeniable privilege to 
be taxed only with our own consent, given by ourselves 
or our representatives. That taxes otherwise laid and 
exacted are unjust and unconstitutional. That the late 
acts of Parliament, declarative of their right of laying 
internal taxes on the American colonies, are obvious en- 
croachments on the rights and liberties of the British 
subjects in America. 

rV. That the act for blocking up the port of Boston 
is oppressive and arbitrary ; injurious in its principles, 
and particularly oppressive to the inhabitants of Boston, 
whom we consider brethren suffering in the common 
cause. 

V. That we will unite and join with the different dis- 
tricts of this coimty, in giving whatever reHef it is in 
our power, to the poor, distressed inhabitants of Boston ; 
and that we will join and unite with our brethren of the 
rest of this colony, in anything tending to support and 
defend our rights and Hberties. 

YI. That we think the sending of delegates from the 
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different colonies to a general continental Congress is a 
salutary measure, and absolutely necessary at this alarm- 
ing crisis, and that we entirely approve of the five gen- 
tlemen chosen delegates for this colony by our brethren 
of New York, hereby adopting and choosing the same 
persons to represent this colony in the Congress. 

VIL That we hereby engage faithfully to abide by 
and adhere to such regulations as shall be made and 
agreed upon by the said Congress. 

VnL That we consider it necessary that there be ap- 
pointed a standing committee of this county, to cor- 
respond with the committees of New York and Albany, 
and we do hereby appoint Christopher P. Yates, Isaac 
Paris, John Frey, and Andrew Fink, who, together with 
persons to be appointed by the other districts of this 
county, are to compose a committee of correspondence 
to convey the sentiments of this county, in a set of re- 
solves, to New York. 

IX. It is voted by this meeting, that copies of the 
proceedings of this day, certified by the chairman, be 
transmitted to the supervisors of the different districts 
of this county, and that we recommend it to the inhabi- 
tants of the said districts to appoint persons to compose 
a committee of correspondence." 

The Continental Congress which met in Philadelphia 
in September following, after a session of eight weeks 
adjourned until May, 1775. Several important and 
patriotic addresses had been sent forth, well calculated 
to awaken the people to a knowledge of their rights. 

At a court held in Johnstown in the spring of 1775, a 
declaration was drawn up and circulated by the loyalists 
of Tryon County, in which they avowed their opposition 
to the measures adopted by the Congress. Warm alter- 
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cations and debater ensued, but it -was signed bj most 
of the grand jury, and nearly all the magietratee. 

This proceeding applied the torch to that train of 
combustible materials which bad been acciumilating, and 
which immediately kindled into a blaze. The minds of 
men were generally prepared for a decisi-ve step, and 
meetings were called, and ooniniittees appointed in all 
the districts, and sub- committees in almost every 
precinct and hamlet in the county. 

On the day appointed for the meeting in Cherry Val- 
ley, the little church was filled with the inhabitants, of 
every age. Parents took their children with them, that 
they might early breathe the air of freedom, and that 
their first lispings might be in favor of the liberties of 
their country. Thomae Spencer, a resident in the place, 
and an Indian interpreter, addressed the meeting in a 
strain of rude, though impassioned eloquence. The 
noblest efi'orts of a Henry or an Otis never wrought 
more sensibly upon the feelings of the respective con- 
gresses which they addressed, than did the harangue of 
this unlettered patriot upon that little assembly. The 
article of association was carried round to the different 
persons, must of whom subscribed it. 

These meetings were called early in May, and the fol- 
lowing was the article of the association ; "Whereas the 
grand jury of this county, and a number of the magis- 
trates, have signed a declaration, declaring their disa^)- 
probation of the opposition made by the Colonies to the 
Oppressive and arbitrary acts of Parliament, the purport 
of which is evidently to entail slavery on America ; and 
as the said declaration may, iu some measure, be looked 
upon as the sense of the County in general, if the same be 
passed over in silence ; we the subscribers, freeholders, 
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and the inhabitants of the said County, inspired with a 
sincere love for our country, and deeply interested in the 
common cause, do solemnly declare our fixed attachment 
and entire approbation of the proceedings of the grand 
Continental Congress held at Philadelphia last fall, and 
that we will strictly adhere to, and repose our confidence 
in the wisdom and integrity of the present Continental 
Congress ; and that we will support the same to the ut- 
most of our power, and that we will religiously and in- 
violably observe the regulations of that august body." 

On the 18th of IVIay the Palatine committee met and 
wrote a letter to the committee of Albany, which, as it 
gives a full view of the affairs of the Coimty, is inserted 
at length. 

"We are so peculiarly circumstanced in this coimty, re- 
lating to the present struggle for American liberty, that 
we cannot longer defer laying the situation of this coun- 
ty before you. The district we represent has been fore- 
most in avowing its attachment to liberty, and approving 
the method of opposition adopted in America, and is 
now signing an association similar to what has been 
signed in other counties in this province, and we hope, 
in a few days, to have the pleasure to transmit it down 
for the press. The County being extensive, it takes a 
considerable time before the people who are favorable to 
the cause can be got to sign ; for we have caused copies 
of the association to be dispersed in divers pai'ts of the 
County. This county has, for a series of years, been 
ruled by one family, the different branches of which ai'e 
still strenuous in dissuading people from coming into 
congressional measiu'es, and even have, last week, at a 
numerous meeting of the Mohawk district, appeared 
with all their dependents armed to opx^ose the people 
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considering of their grievances ; their niunber being so 
large, and the people unarmed, struck terror into most 
of them, and they dispersed. We are informed that 
Johnson Hall is fortifying by placing a pai'cel of swivel 
gims round the same ; and that Colonel Johnson has had 
parts of his regiment of militia imder arms yesterday, 
no doubt with a design to prevent the friends of liberty 
from publishing their attachment to the cause to the 
world. Besides which, we are told that about 150 High 
landers (Roman Catholics) in and about Johnstown, are 
armed, and ready to march upon the like occasion. We 
have been informed that Colonel Johnson has stopped 
two New Englanders and searched them, being, we sup- 
pose, suspicious that they came to solicit aid from us or 
the Indians, whom we dread most, there being a current 
report through the County, 'that they are to be made use 
of in keeping us in awe. 

"We recommend it strongly and seriously to you to 
take it in your consideration whether any powder and 
ammunition ought to be permitted to be sent up this 
way, unless it is done under the inspection of the com- 
mittee, and consigned to the committee here, and for 
such particular shopkeepers as we in oiu- next shall ac- 
quaint you of. We are determined to suffer none in our 
district to sell any, but such as we approve of, and sign 
the association. When any thing particular comes to 
our knowledge relating to the Indians, (whom we shall 
watch), or any other thing interesting, we shall take the 
earliest opportimity in communicating the same to you. 
And as we are a young county, remote from the metrop- 
olis, we beg you will give us all the intelligence in your 
power. We shall not be able to send down any deputies 
to the Provincial Congress, as we cannot possibly obtain 
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the sense of the County soon enough to make it worth 
our while to send any, but be assured, we are not the 
less attached to American liberty. For we are deter- 
mined, although few in number, to let the world see who 
are, and who are not such ; and to wipe ofif the indehble 
disgrace brought on us by the declaration signed by our 
grand jury and some of our magistrates ; who in gener- 
al are considered by the majority of the County as ene- 
mies to their country. In a word, gentlemen, it is our 
fixed resolution to support and carry into execution eve- 
ry thing recommended by the Continental Congress, and 
to be free or die." 

This same committee met on the 21st of May, when 
the following letters were laid before them. The first, 
being a letter from some of the Mohawk Indians to the 
Oneidas, had been found in the road, where it was sup- 
posed to have been lost by some Indian. 

Translated into EngHsh, it was as follows : 'Written 
at Guy Johnson's May, 1776. This is your letter, you 
great ones or Sachems. Ony Johnson says he will be 
glad if you get this intelligence, you Oneidas, how it 
goes with him now, and he is now more certain concern 
ing the intention of the Boston people. Guy Johnson 
is in great fear of being taken prisoner by the Boston- 
ians. We Mohawks are obliged to watch him constantly. 
Therefore we send you this intelligence that you shall 
know it, and Guy Johnson assures himself, and depends 
upon your coming to his assistance, and that you will 
without fail be of that opinion. He beUeves not that 
you will assent to let him suffer. We therefore expect 
you in a couple of days' time. So much at present We 
send but so far as to you Oneidas, but afterward per- 
haps to all the other nations. We conclude and expect 
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that you will have concern about our mler. Guj John- 
son, because we are-all luiited. " This letter was signed 
by Joeeph Brant, secretjirr to Guy Johnson, and four 
other chiefB. 

The following letter was from Guy JohiiBon to themag 
istratsB, and othere of the upper districts, dated Guy 
Park, May 20th. 1775. "Gentlemen. I have laf«ly had 
repeated a<?countfi that a body of New Englanders, or 
others, were to come and seize and carry away my person, 
and attack our family, under color of malicious insinim- 
tioHH, that I iotanded to set the Indians upon the peo 
jile. Men of sense and character know that my office in 
of the highest importance to promote peace among the 
Sis Nations, and prevent their entering into any such dis- 
putes. This I effected last year, when they were much 
vexed about tlie attack made upon the Shuwnese, and I 
last winter appointed them to meet me this month to re- 
ceive the answerof the Virginians. All men must allow, 
that if the Indians tind their council-tire di8turt)ed. and 
their superintendent insulted, fhey mill [uke a dreailpU 
revenge. It is therefore the duty of all people to pre- 
vent this, and to satisfy any who may have been imposed 
on that their suspicions, and the allegations they have 
colle<.'ted against me, are false, and inconsistent with my 
character and office. I reconunend this to yuu as high- 
ly necessary at this time, as my regard for tJie interest 
of the County and self-preBervatton has obliged me to 
fortify my house, and keep men armed for my defense, 
till these idle and malicious reports are removed." 

The conmiittee, taking these letters into consideration, 
adopted imanimously the following resolutions : 

"I. That it is the opinion of this committee that the 
Indians who signed the letter, never would hare pre- 
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Bumed to write or send the same, if they had not been 
c onntenanced. 

n. That as we have unanimously adopted the proceed 
ings of the grand Continental Congress, and mean vir* 
tnously to support the same, so we feel and commiserate 
the sufferings of our brethren in the Massachusetts Bay, 
and the other colonies in America, and that we mean nev- 
er to submit to any arbitrary and oppressive acts of any 
power imder heaven, or to any illegal and unwarrantable 
action of any man or set of men. 

UL That as the whole Continent has approved of the 
actions and proceedings of the Massachusetts Bay, and 
other of the provinces of New England, we do adopt 
and approve of the same. Wherefore we must and do 
consider that any fortification or armed force raised to 
be made use of against them, is evidently designed to 
overawe and make us submit. 

rV. That Col. Johnson's conduct in raising fortifica- 
tions round his house, keeping a number of Indians and 
armed men constantly about him, and stopping and 
searching travellers upon the King's highway, and stop- 
ping our communication with Albany, is very alarming 
to this county, and is highly arbitrary, illegal, oppressive 
and unwarrantable ; and confirms us in our fears, that 
his design is to keep us in awe, and obHge us to submit 
to a state of slavery. 

V. That as we abhor a state of slavery, we do join and 
unite together under all the ties of religion, honor, jus- 
tice, and a love for our coimtry, never to become slaves, 
and to defend our freedom with our Uves and fortimes.'* 

The following letter was at the same time written, and 
sent by express to the committee of Albany. 

*'Upon the alarming news that expresses were gone to 
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call down the upper nations of Indians to Col. Johnson's, 
we caused ourselves to be convened this day, to take the 
state of this County into our consideration ; upon which 
we have determined to order the inhabitants of this dis- 
trict to provide themselves with sufficient arms and am- 
munition, and to be ready at a moment s warning. We 
are sorry to acquaint you that all communication with 
your county is entirely stopped by Col. Johnson, who 
has five hundred men to guard his house, which he has 
fortified, under pretense that he is afraid of a visit of 
the New England men, as will appear by a copy of a 
letter we intercepted this morning. We have not 50 
pounds of powder in our district, and it will be impossi- 
ble for you to help us to any till the communication is 
opened, not a man being suffered to pass, without being 
searched. To-morrow is to be a meeting of Canajoharie 
district, when we expect they will adopt Congressional 
measures very heartily, and we propose to have a meet- 
ing of the committees of both districts, and propose the 
question, whether we will not open the commimication 
by force ; if which question is determined in the affirm- 
ative, we shall dispatch another express to you, acquaint- 
ing you with the day, when we hope you will be on your 
way up with some ammunition. We have just sent off 
an express to the German Flats and Kingsland districts* 
desiring them to unite with us and give us their assist- 
ance; which distncts, or at least a great majority of 
them, we are credibly informed, are very hearty in the 
present struggle for American liberty. We are, gentle 
men, perhaps in a worse situation than any part of Ameri- 
ca is at present. We have an open enemy before our 
faces, and treacherous friends at oiu* backs, lor which 
reason we hope you will take our case into yoiu* imme- 

6 
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diate consideration, and give iie an answer by the bear- 
ers, who go express by the way of Schoharie, as we dare 
not triist them any other way. They have orders to 
wait for an answer. We have reason to think that a 
^eat many of the Indiana are not satisfied with Col. 
Johnson's conduct, for which reason we have thought it 
would not be improper to send a couple of men, well ac- 
quainted with the Indian language, to dissuade them 
from coming down. And we think it would be of aervice 
to UB if you could send two also, who are able to make 
the Indians seneible of the present dispute with the 
mother coimtry and ub. We have the pleasure to ac- 
quaint you, that we are very unanimous in our district, 
as well as in Canajoharie, and we are determined by no 
means to subinit to the oppressive sets of Parhament, 
much less to Col. Johnson's arbitrary conduct." 

On the 22d of May. the mayor, aldermen, and com- 
monalty of the city of Albany, to whom a letter similar 
to the one addressed to the magistrates of Tryon Comity 
had been sent by Guy Johnson, returned the follovring 
answer. "We this day received yours without date, di- 
rected to the magistrates and committee of Albany and 
Schenectady, and to the mayor, corporation, &c. of Al- 
bany, wherein you write, that you have received repeated 
aecuimts that either the New Englanders, or some per- 
sons in or about this city, or the town of Schenectady, 
are coming up to a considerable number to seize and im- 
prison you, on a ridiculous and malicious report, that 
you intend to make the Indians destroy the inhabitant*, 
or to that effect, and that you, in consequence thereof, 
have been put to the great trouble and expense of forti- 
fying your bouse, and keeping a large body of men for 
the defense of your person, &c. You proceed and say. 
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that the abgurdity of this apprebecsioD may easily be 
Been by men of sense, but that as many credulous and 
ignorant persons may be leO astray, and inclined to be- 
lieve it, &c., it is become tbe duty of all those who have 
authority or influence to disabuse the public, and prevent 
consequences which yot/ fumee loilh very ffr-nl cuticem. 
We are very sorry to leaiii from you that any groimd- 
le88 reports nhonld have arisen, and be propagated to 
your prejudice, considering your character, station, and 
the large property you have in the coimty. And we 
trust that you are so well acquainted with the natiu'e 
and duties of your office, that you will pursue the dic- 
tates of an honest heart, and study the interest, peace 
and welfare of your county. In which case, we presume 
yon need not be apprehensive of any injury in your per- 
son or property : neither can we learn or conceive that 
there either is, or has been, any intention of taking you 
captive, or offering you any indignity wliatever. either 
by the New England iieopje, or any of the inhabitants 
of this city, or any one else ; and we have but too much 
rcafton to think that these groundless reports have been 
raiaed and industriouHly propagated, in your own phras- 
eology, by some busy people in your cotmty, to rouse up 
the Indians from their peaceful habitations, and take up 
arms against such of our American brethren a* are en 
gaged on the part of America in the unhappy contest 
between Great Britain and her colonies. 

"Ab it appears from your letter, that yim consider the 
station wherein you are placed, ae superintendent of In 
dian atfairs. to be of the liighest importance to the pub- 
lic, we hope that you will use all possible means in your 
power to restore peace and tranquillity among the In- 
dians, and assure them, that the report propagated })rej- 
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udicial to you or to them is totally groundless of any 
just foundation, and that nothing will afford His MajeS' 
ty*s subjects in general a greater satisfaction, than to be 
and continue with them on the strictest terms of peace 
and friendship." 

A letter was also written by the Albany committee to 
Guy Johnson, of the same purport ; also one to the Try* 
on County committee, informing them that they had no 
ammunition for them, and advising, as the most prudent 
course, not to attempt to open by force the communica- 
tion between the two counties. This proposition was 
abandoned. Four members were, however, sent to Al- 
bany, who were directed to obtain all the information 
possible relative to the situation of the country, and also 
to procure a quantity of powder and lead, for the pay- 
ment for which the committee themselves became respon- 
sible. In consequence of some threats of Ony Johnson, 
the following resolution was imanimously adopted : 

"That, whereas, the persons of some of the members 
of this committee have been threatened with imprison- 
ment on accoimt of their being concerned in our just op- 
position, in which case we do associate and unite togeth- 
er, that to the utmost of our power we will do our en- 
deavors by force, or otherwise, to rescue them from im- 
prisonment, unless such person or persons are confined 
by a legal process, issued upon a legal ground, and exe- 
cuted in a legal manner.*' 

Secrecy as to all proceedings, except those which were 
to be published, was enjoined upon all the members. 
Resolutions were adopted, by which they bound them- 
selves to have no connection or dealing with those who 
had not signed the association. The owners of slaves 
were directed not to suflfer them to go from honie, \m' 
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less with a certificate that they were employed in their 
master's business. They assumed the exercise of legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial powers. The members 
scattered over the County as sub-committees, and aided 
by the Whigs, who entered upon the measures proposed 
by the committee with great zeal, were generally en- 
abled to bring their plans to a successful termination. 

On the 25th of May, the Indian coimcil which had 
been called, met at Guy Park. Delegates from Albany 
and Tryon counties were present. The Mohawks alone 
appear to have been represented in it. Little Abraham, 
chief of the Mohawks, speaker^ said : ^'He was glad to 
meet them and to hear the reports concerning taking 
Ouy Johnson, their superintendent, were false. That 
the Indians do not wish to have a quarrel with the inhabL 
tants. That during Sir William Johnson's lifetime, and 
since, we have been peaceably disposed. That the In- 
dians are alarmed on account of the reports that our 
powder was stopped. We get our things from the super- 
intendent. If we Hved as you do, it would not be so great 
a loss. If our ammunition is stopped we shall distrust 
you. We are pleased to hear you say, you will communi- 
cate freely, and we will at all times listen to what you 
say in presence of our superintendent." 

The committee, after consulting, replied : "That they 
were glad to hear them confirm the old friendship of 
their forefathers — that the reports were false — whenever 
they had any business they would apply at their council 
fires in presence of their superintendent." 

The speaker of the Mohawks replied: "The Indians 
are glad that you are not surprised we cannot spare Col. 
Johnson. The love we have for the memory of Sir 
William Johnson, and the obligations the whole Six 
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Nations are nnder to him, must make ns regard aiid pro- 
tect every branch of his family. That we will esplain 
these things to all the Indians, and hope you will do the 
same to your people." The council broke up with ap- 
parent good feeUng on all sides, which it was hoped and 
expected would continue. 

On the 2d day of June, 1775, a meeting of the com- 
mittee was held, at which the members from the Mo- 
hawk district were (or the first time present, having been 
kept away by the Johnsons. The whole county was now 
repreeenteil, and as this was the first united meeting, it 
may be interesting to some to give the names of thia 
body of m«n, who had so often professed their willing- 
ness to peril their Uvea and property in defense of the 
liberdes of their country. (From Palatine district,) 
Christopher P. Yates, John Frey. Andrew Fink, Andrew 
Reeber, Peter Waggoner, Daniel McDougal, Jacob Klock, 
George Ecker, Jr.. Harmanus Van Slyt'k, Christopher 
W. Fox, Anthony Van Veghtan— (Canajoharie district,) 
Nicholas Herkimer, Ebenezer Cox, William Seeber, John 
Moore, Samuel Campbell, Samuel Clyde, Thomas Henry. 
John Pickard — (Kingsland and German Flats district,) 
Edward Wall, William Petry. John Petrj-, Angustine 
Hess, Frederick Orendorf, George Wentz, Michael Ittig. 
Frederick Fox, George Herkimer, Duncan McDongal, 
Frederick Helmer, John Frink^(Mohawk di&trict,) John 
Morlett, John Bliven, Abraham Van Home, Adam Fonda. 
Frederick Fisher, Sampson Simmons, William Schuyler, 
Volkert Voeder, James McMaster, Daniel Lane — 12. 
Christopher P. Yatea was chosen chairman of tliis body. 
He had been chairman of the Palatine committee, and 
had drafted most of the foregoing letters and spirited 
resolutions. The following letter was written to Guy 
Johnson at this meeting : 
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"According to the example of the ooimties in this and 
the neighboring colonies, the people of the district we 
represent have met in a peaceable manner to consider of 
the present dispute with the mother country and the 
colonies, signed a general association, and appointed ub 
a committee to meet in order to consult the common 
safety of our rights and liberties, which are infringed in 
a most CQormouB manner, bj enforcing oppressive and 
unconstitutional acts of the British Parliament, by an 
armed force in the Massachusetts Bay. 

"Was it any longer a doubt that we are oppressed by 
themotheraountry,andthatit is the avowed design of the 
ministers tu enslave us, we might perhaps be induced to 
use argiunent, to point out in what particulars we con- 
ceive that it is the birthright of English subiects to be 
exempted from all taxes, except those which are laid on 
them by their representatives, and think we ha\e a right, 
not only by the laws and constitution of England to 
meet for the purpose we have done. Which meeting, we 
probably would have postponed a while, had there been 
the least kind of probability that the petition of the 
General Assembly would have been noticed more than 
the united petition of almost the whole continent of 
America, by their delegates in Congress. Which, so far 
from being any ways complied with, was treated with 
superlative contempt by the ministry, and fresh oppres- 
eions were, and are, daily heaped upon us. Upon which 
principles, principles which are undeniable, we have been 
appointed to consult methods to contribute what httle 
lies in our power to save our devoted coimtry from ruin 
and devastation ; which, with the assistance of Divine 
Providence, it is our fixed and determined resolution to 
do ) and if called upon we shall be foremost in sharing 
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the toil and danger of the field. We consider New Eng- 
land suffering in the common cause, and commiserate 
their distressed situation ; and we should be wanting in 
our duty to our country, and to ourselves, if we were 
any longer backward in announcing our determination 
to the world. 

^^We know that some of the members of this commit- 
tee have been charged with compelling people to come 
into the measures which we have adopted, and with drink- 
ing treasonable toasts. But as we are convinced that 
these reports are false and malicious, spread by our ene- 
mies with the sole intent to lessen us in the esteem of 
the world, and as we are conscious of being guilty of no 
crime, and of having barely done our duty, we are en- 
tirely unconcerned as to anything that is said of us, or 
can be done with us. We should, however, be careless 
of our character, did we not wish to detect the despicable 
wretch who could be so base as to charge us with things 
which we never have entertained the most distant 
thoughts of. We are not ignorant of the very great im* 
portance of your office, as superintendent of the Indiansi 
and therefore it is no more our duty, than inclination, to 
protect you in the discharge of the duty of your proper 
province ; and we meet you with pleasure in behalf of 
ourselves and our constituents, tf) thank you for meeting 
the Indians in the upper pai'ts of the County, which may 
be the means of easing the people of the remainder of 
their fears on this account, and prevent the Indians com- 
mitting irregularities on their way down to Guy Park. 
And we beg of you to use your endeavors with the In- 
dians to dissuade them from interfering in the dispute 
with the mother country and the colonies. We cannot 
think that, as you and your family possess very large 
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estates in this Cjunty, you are unfavorable to American 
freedom, although you may differ with us in the mode 
of obtaining a redress of grievances. Permit us further 
to observe, that we cannot pass over in silence the inter- 
ruption which the people of the Mohawk district met in 
their meeting ; w^iich, we are informed, was conducted 
in a peaceable manner ; and the inhuman treatment of a 
man whose only crime was being faithful to his employ- 
ers, and refusing to give an account of the receipt of 
certain papers, to persons who had not the least color of 
right to demand anything of that kind. We assure you, 
that we are much concerned about it, as two important 
rights of English subjects are thereby infringed, to wit, 
a right to meet and to obtain all the intelligence in their 
power." 

Dissatisfied with the council which had been held at 
his house, yet professing to be desirous to promote peace 
between the Indians and the inhabitants, Guy Johnson 
had called another council to meet in the western part 
of the County. Under pretense of meeting the Indians 
in this council, he had removed with his family and re- 
tinue from Guy Park to the house of Mr. Thomson in 
Cosby 's Manor, a little above the German Flats, where 
he was waited upon by Edward Wall and Gen. Nicholas 
Herkimer, with the letter of which the foregoing is a 
part. To this letter he returned the following answer : 

"Cosby s Manor, June 6th, 1775. I have received the 
paper signed Chris. P. Yates, chairman, on behalf of the 
district therein mentioned, which I am now to answer ; 
and shall do it briefly, in the order you have stated mat- 
ters. As to the letter from some Indians to the Oneidas, 
I really knew nothing of it till I heard such a thing had 
been by some means obtained from an Indian messenger ; 

7 
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f«id from what I have heard of its contents, I can't see 
anything material in it, or that could justify such idle 
apprehensions; but I must observe that these fears 
among the people were talked of long before, and were, 
I fear, propagated by some malicious persons for a bad 
purpose. 

"As to your political sentiments, on which you enter 
in the next paragraph, I have no occasion to enter on 
them or the merits of the cause. I desire to enjoy lib- 
erty of conscience and the exercise of my own judgment, 
and that all others should have the same privilege ; but 
with regard to your saying you might have postponed 
the affair, if there had been the least kind of probability 
that the petition of the General Assembly would have 
been noticed more than that of the delegates, I must, as 
a true friend to the country, in which I have a large in- 
terest, say that the present dispute is viewed in different 
lights, according to the education and principles of the 
parties affected, and that however reasonable it may ap- 
pear to a considerable number of honest men here, that 
the petition of the delegates should merit attention, it is 
not viewed in the same light in a country which admits 
of no authority that is not constitutionally established ; 
and I persuade myself you have that reverence for His 
Majesty, that you will pay due regard to the royal assur 
ance given in his speech to Parliament, that whenever 
the American grievances should be laid before him by 
their constitutional assemblies, they should be fully at- 
tended to. I have heard that compulsory steps were 
taken to induce some persons to come into our measures? 
and treasonable toasts drank ; but I am happy to hear 
you disavow them. 

"I am glad to find my calling a congress on the fron- 
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tiers gives satisfaction ; this was principally my design 
though I cannot sufficiently express my surprise at those 
who have, either through malice or ignorance, miscon- 
strued my intentions, and supposed me capable of set- 
ting the Indians on the peaceable inhabitants of this 
coimty. The interest our family has in this county, and 
my own, is considerable ; and they have been its best 
benefactors ; and maHcious charges, therefore, to their 
prejudice, are highly injurious, and ought to be totally 
suppressed. 

"The office I hold is greatly for the benefit and pro 
tection of this country, and on my frequent meetings 
with the Indians depends their peace and security ; I 
therefore cannot but be astonished to find the endeavors 
made use of to obstruct me in my duties, and the weak • 
ness of some people in withholding many things from 
me, which are indispensably necessary for rendering the 
Indians contented ; and I am willing to hope that you, 
gentlemen, will duly consider this and discountenance 
the same. 

"You have been much misinformed as to the origin of 
the reports which obliged me to fortify my house, and 
stand on my defense. I had it, gentlemen, from im<- 
doubted authority from Albany, and since confirmed by 
letters from one of the committee at Philadelphia, that 
a large body of men were to make me prisoner. As the 
effect this must have on the Indians might have been of 
dangerous consequences to you, (a circumstance not 
thought of,) I was obliged at great expense to take these 
measures. But the many reports of my stopping trav- 
ellers were false in every particular, and the only in- 
stance of detaining anybody was in the case of two New 
England men, which I explained fully to those of your 
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body who brought your letter, and wherein I acted strict- 
ly agreeable to law, and as a magistrate should have 
done. 

'*I am very sorry that such idle and injurious reports 
meet with any encouragement. I rely on you, gentle- 
men, to exert yourselves in discountenancing them, and 
am happy in this opportunity of assuring the people of 
a county I regard, that they have nothing to apprehend 
from my endeavors, but I shall always be glad to pro- 
mote their true interests." » 

During this correspondence, the fears not only of the 
inhabitants of western New- York, but of all the north 
em provinces, were excited. They had suffered too 
much from Indian warfare, to be indifferent to the course 
which should be adopted by the Six Nations. The 
Provincial Congress of Massachusetts had this subject 
under consideration on the 13th of June, and sent a cir 
cular to the Provincial Congress of New York. The con 
elusion is as follows : — "We also have had the disagree- 
able account of methods taken to fill the minds of the 
Indian tribes adjacent to these colonies with sentiments 
very injurious to us. Particularly we have been in 
formed that Col. Guy Johnson has taken great pains 
with the Six Nations, in order to bring them into a be- 
lief that it is designed by the Colonies to fall upon them, 
and cut them off. We have therefore desired the hon- 
orable Continental Congress that they would with all 
convenient speed use their influence in guarding against 
the evil intended by this malevolent misrepresentation, 
and we desire you to join with us in such application.'' 

A letter was immediately written by the New York 
Congress to Johnson, disclaiming, as had often been 
done by the committee, any and every intention to in- 
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jure him or the Indians. (He had removed with his re 
tinue to Fort Stanwix, and thence on to Ontario, where 
he met 1340 Indian warriors in council.) Pretending 
unjust interference in the former council, he was sure at 
this place, so far removed frcm the settlements of the 
whites, of exerting to the best advantage that influence 
which he derived from British gold, and the merited 
reputation of his father in-law. Frcm this place, imder 
date of the 8th of July, he wrote an answer to P. V. B. 
Livingston, Esq., the President of the Congress, in 
which he complained bitterly of the mal-contents and 
those who disturb regular governments. This letter is 
a very loyal one, and concludes thus: — ''I should be 
much obliged by your promises of discountenancing any 
attempt against myself, did they not appear to be made 
on condition of compliance with continental or provin- 
cial congresses, or even committees, formed or to be 
formed, many of whose resolves may neither consist 
with my conscience, duty, or loyalty. I trust I shall al- 
ways manifest more humanity than to promote tlie de- 
struction of the innocent inhabitants of a colony, to 
which I have been always warmly attached ; a declara- 
tion that must appear perfectly suitable to the character 
of a man of honor and principle, who can on no accoimt 
neglect those duties that are consistent therewith, how 
ever they may differ from sentiments now adopted in so 
many parts of America. " 

To the last, Col. Johnson persisted in allegations 
which had no foundation — allegations which, if true, 
present the people of Massachusetts and New York war- 
ring against their own important interests — a charge 
which their conduct at this time, and during the war, 
was far from warranting. They had the desired effect 
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upon the Indians. Having by these and other means 
secured for the English the attachment of the Indians, 
Col. Johnson went from Ontario to Oswego, and thence 
to Mjntreskl, where he took up his residence. Daring 
the war he CDntinuei to act as agent, distributing to the 
Indians liberal rewards for their deeds of cruelty, and, 
by promises, stimulating them to future exertions. It 
required no uncommon sagacity to penetrate his mo^ 
tives, though he had professed his attachment to this 
province so warmly and frequently in his letters, and 
pretended to shudder at the thought of employing the 
savages against its 'innocent inhabitants.^ 

The conmiittee entertained suspicions of his ultimate 
designs, too well founded, when they saw him moving 
up the Mohawk with his family, and accompanied by a 
large number of dependents. The unarmed state of the 
inhabitants would not. however, warrant any attempt to 
check his movements. Besides, such a step, though rec- 
ommended by some, would not have been considered 
justifiable by a majority of the Whigs, as Johnson had 
not yet committed any act of hostility. 

Few of the Mohawks returned to their native homes 
upon the banks of that river which bears their name. 
The graves of their ancestors were abandoned. Their 
council-fires were extinguished Every movement indi- 
cated the gathering of that storm so much dreaded, and 
which afterward burst with such desolating effects upon 
the inhabitants of this defenseless frontier. Those in- 
habitants had the satisfaction of reflecting that it was a 
calamity which they had not called down upon them- 
selves, but which they had labored with all their powers 
to avert. They had proffered to their red brethren the 
calumet of peace, though in vain. That the Indians, 
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and especially the Mohawks, should have remained at- 
tached to the English government, is by no means 
strange ; for they had been furnished by that govern- 
ment with the necessaries of life, and with arms and 
other munitions, both for the chase and for war ; and 
the chain of their friendship had been brightened by 
constant use for more than an himdred years. We find 
therefore not so much to censure in the conduct of the 
Indians themselves, as in that of the British ministers, 
who recommended the plan of employing them in the 
war, and in that of their agents, who carried that plan 
into effect It has rendered infamous the names of men 
who might otherwise have been ranked among the great 
and good of our coimtry, and it has imprinted a dark 
spot upon the pages of EngHsh history. This was pre- 
tended at the time to be a retaliatory measure, and was 
justified on that ground. But no plan for employing 
the Indians is believed to have been recommended or 
adopted, by either the continental or any of the provin 
cial congresses. If such a course was ever mentioned, 
it was probably by private, unauthorized persons. It 
would have argued an extreme of weakness to have pro- 
voked, by setting the example, the employment of such 
a foe in a war which was to be carried on in their own 
territory, and where, if acts of cruelty were committed, 
their own wives and children must necessarily be the 
sufferers.* 

The Rev. Samuel Kirkland, missionary to the Oneidas, 
was requested to use his influence with that tribe, and 

♦ See Appendix, M. Since this volume was written, tlie author 
has had access to the documents procured in England by the agent 
of the ?5tate. J. Uomeyn Brodhead, Esq.. and they fully coniirni 
the views originally expressed, and the reader who is interested in 
the subject will find it discussed in the Appendix. 
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endeavor to persuade them to remain neutral during the 
war. Several conferences were held with them. On 
the 28th of June, the Oneidas and Tuscaroras assembled 
at the Germin Flats, where they were met by the in- 
habitants of that district, and the delegates from Albany. 
The inhabitants of the Flats deHvered to them the fol- 
lowing speech : 

'*' Brothers I We are glad to have you here to return 
you thanks. We should have been much pleased to have 
spoken with you at the appointed place ; that is, by your 
superintendent, where of late you kept your council-fire ; 
but since his removing so far from us, w^e do not think 
it wrong or imprudent to communicate our sentiments 
of peace to you here. It is at this place, brothers, it 
has often been done, and here again we renew it, and 
brighten the old chain of peace and brotherly love. 

''^Brothers ! We cannot see the cause of your late 
coimcil-fire. or superintendent going away from among 
us. We did him no harm, and you well know that none 
of us ever did, and you may depend on it, there was no 
such thing meant against him. He told our people he 
was going up to Thompson's (Cosby's Manor) to hold a 
council fire with our brothers the Five Nations there^ 
Wo helped him to provisions to support you there, and 
every thing we had that he wanted. But he is gone away 
from among us, and told some of our people, that he 
would come back with company which would not please 
us ; which, if true, it is certain his intentions are bad, 
and he may depend that whatever force he may or caa 
bring, we regard not. 

^^BrothersI Our present meeting does not arise from 
any unfriendly thoughts we entertain of you, or from 
any fear of ourselves. It is purely on account of the 
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old friendship which has so long been kept up between 
OS ; that friendship we want to maintain. It is that 
friendship which will be an equal benefit to us. It is as 
much wanted on your side as om*s. 

^^ Brothers ! We cannot too much express our satis- 
faction of your conduct toward us by your late proceed- 
ings with the superintendent, at the carrying place, for 
which we are also obHged to you, and do not doubt but 
that your conduct will be blessed with greater benefits 
than any other of those who will hurry themselves into 
mischief ; which can never be of any other benefit to 
them, but sorrow for the innocent blood that may be 
shed on an occasion wherewith they have no concern. 

"We look' to you, particularly, to be men of more un 
derstanding than others, by the benefits you have re- 
ceived in learning ; wherefore we confide and trust the 
more freely in you, that you can communicate to the 
other tribes and nations, the error they want to lead you 
in, and cannot doubt but your wisdom and influence 
with the other nations will be attended with that happy 
success which will hereafter be a blessing to you and 
your posterity. 

*'*' Brothers! What we have said is supposed to be 
sufficient to convince you that our meaning is for our 
joint peace and friendship ; in which we hope that we 
and our children may continue to the end of time." 

Most of the Oneidas agreed to remain neutral ; a few 
joined the English. When Gen. Schuyler had command 
of the northern army, they asked permission to take up 
the hatchet. But he always dissuaded them. It shows 
not only the consistency but the amiableness of char- 
acter of that man, so much esteemed by his contem- 
poraries. Some of the Oneidas rendered very impor- 

8 
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tant services by traversing the country, and notifying 
the inhabitants of approaching danger. Others, con- 
trary to advice, joined in the war. The latter were a 
small part of the tribe. Among them was Skenando,* 
distinguished along the border by the appellation of the 
"white man's friend." 

* See Appendix— Note D. 



TRYON COUNTY. 59 



CHAPTER m. 

The removal of Guy Johnson to Canada excited no 
surprise ; but while hovering upon the frontier, reports 
were circulated which caused considerable alarm. It 
was said that he intended to attack Little Falls, with 
eight or nine hundred Indians, and to proceed thence 
down the river, and ravage the whole county below. 
Measures were taken to make a vigorous resistance, 
in case the report should prove true. The militia 
were ordered to arm, and to be ready to march on the 
first notice, and expresses were sent for assistance to 
Albany and Schenectady. Whether the rumor was un- 
foimded, or whether the invasion was contemplated, but 
was abandoned in consequence of the prepaa*ations made 
to resist him, is not known. Col. Johnson withdrew, as 
before stated, without committing any acts of hostility. 

The committee, freed from immediate danger in that 
direction, turned their attention to the internal regula- 
tion of the coimty. They determined civil causes — 
officered and organized the militia — arrested and tried 
auspicious persons, some of whom they fined, and oth 
ers they imprisoned — ordered that no person should 
«ome into or go out of the cotmty without a pass from 
some acknowledged public body, either a congress or a 
committee ; and, in short, exercised such powers as the 
exigenoies of the times demanded, and which were nee- 
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essary to secure tranquillity ^vitliin, and guard against 
danger from without. 

Though these committees generally exercised powers 
which were not delegated to them when first appointed, 
their regulations were submitted to, and their resolves 
obeyed cheerfully by their constituents, who perceived 
the necessity of concentrating as much power as possi- 
ble in that body. The discordant and disorganizing 
materials thrown together by such strifes require the 
control of a strong arm. The rash are to be checked, 
the vicious are to be pmiished, and the irresolute and 
wavering encouraged and confirmed. The exposed situ- 
ation of Tryon County, with the great number of open 
and avowed enemies, furnished an additional reason 
why the committee should exercise an almost absolute 
authority. 

Brant and the Butlers had accompanied Guy Johnson, 
but the loyalists were still numerous in the coimty. 
They found a willing and active leader in Sir John 
Johnson, whose house now became their principal place 
of rendezvous. 

They strove to weaken the confidence of the people 
in the committee. At one time they called meetings in 
some of the districts, and chose new committees. At 
another, they ridiculed their proceedings. Sometimes 
they asserted that their acts were illegal, and at other 
times that they were tyrannical. Under such circiun- 
stances, and with the feelings which such strifes are apt 
to engender, it is not singular that the proceedings of 
the committee against those men were characterized by 
considerable severity. It is worthy of remark, however, 
that no sacrifice was required of their constituents,, 
which they themselves were unwilling to make; no- 
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dangers to be encountered which they were unwilling to 
share. Several of the committee were killed in battle, 
and there were few of those who escaped with their lives, 
who did not sustain a total loss of property during the 
subsequent Indian ravages. 

Christopher P. Yates, the first chairman, went a volun- 
teer to Ticonderoga, and into Canada with Gen. Mont- 
gomery. During the latter part of the summer of 1775, 
he raised a company of rangers, and in the following 
summer was commissioned a major. He was succeeded 
by Nicholas Herkimer, afterwards brigadier general of 
the militia, and he by Isaac Paris. 

The following extract is from a letter of the State 
Committee of Safety, imder date of December, 1775, 
signed by John M'Keason, clerk of the Provincial Con- 
gress. "I was directed by this Congress to assure you 
of the high esteem and respect they have for your vigi- 
lant, noble-spirited coimty committea" The following 
was from Gen. Schuyler in the summer of 1776 : "The 
propriety of your conduct, and your generous exertions 
in the cause of your country, entitle you to the thanks 
of every one of its friends — please to accept of mine 
most sincerely." 

Among the loyalists of Tryon County was Alexander 
White, sheriff of the county. He had asssisted in his 
official capacity in dispersing the people assembled in 
the Mohawk district to appoint a committee, and had 
uttered violent threats against them. The committee 
refused to acknowledge him as such officer, and procured 
the election of John Frey in his place. They wrote a 
letter to the Provincial Congress soHciting their inter- 
ference in procuring a commission for Mr. Fr«y. 

In a subsequent letter they say, ''We must further 
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hear that Gov. Tryon shall have granted again a com- 
mission to the great villain, Alexander White, for high 
sheriff in our coimty ; but we shall never suffer any 
exercise of such office in our coimty, by the said White." 
He left the county soon after, but returned the follow- 
ing summer ; was arrested and confined, though after- 
ward suffered to go at large upon parole. 

The following is from a letter of the committee to 
Provincial Congress of New York, Sept. 7, 1775. "There 
is a great number of proved enemies against our associ- 
ation and regulations thereof, proceeduig in and about 
Johnstown and Kingsborough, under the direction and 
order of Sir John Johnson, being Highlanders, amount- 
ing to 200 men, according to intelligence. We are daily 
scandalized by them, provoked and threatened, and we 
must surely expect a havoc of them upon our families if 
we should be required and called elsewhere for the de- 
fense of our country's cause. The people on our side 
are not wilHng that the committee should proceed so 
indulgently any longer. We have great suspicions, and 
are almost assured that Sir John has a continual corres- 
pondence with Col. Guy Johnson and his party." 

It was afterw^ard ascertained that such a correspon- 
dence was carried on through the Indians, who conveyed 
letters in the heads of their tomahawks and in the oma 
ments worn about their persons. The Indians also 
brought powder across from Canada. 

On the 26th of October the committee wrote to Sir 
John the following letter : "Tryon County Committee 
Chamber, Oct 26th, 1775. Honorable Sir : As we find 
particular reason to be convinced of your opinion in the 
questions hereafter expressed, we request you that you'll 
obHge us with your sentiments thereupon in a few lines 
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by our messengers the bearers hereof, Messrs. Ebenezer 
Cox, James M'Master, and John J. Clock, members of 
our committee. We wish to know whether you ^ill allow 
the inhabitants of Johnstown and Eingsborough to 
form themselves into companies, according to the regu- 
lations of our Continental Congress, for the defense of 
our country's cause ; and whether your honor would be 
ready himself to give his personal assistance to the 
same purpose ; also, whether you pretend a prerogative 
to our county court-house and gaol, and would hinder 
or interrupt the Committee making use of the same to 
our want and service in the common cause. 

"We do not doubt you will comply with our reason- 
able request, and thereby oblige," &c. 

To this letter Sir John replied, "That as to embodying 
his tenants, he never did or should forbid them ; but 
they might save themselves further trouble, as he knew 
his tenants would not consent. Concerning himself, 
sooner than lift his hand against his king, or sign any 
association, he would suffer his head to be cut off. As 
to the court-house and gaol, he would not deny the use 
of it for the purpose for which it was built, but that 
they were his property until he should be refunded 
seven hundred poimds. He further said he had been 
informed that two-thirds of Canajoharie and German 
Flats people had been forced to sign the association." 
Tlie deputies replied, that his authority spared the truth, 
for it appeared of itself ridiculous that one-third should 
have forced two-thirds to sign. 

The Provincial Congress, to whom a letter containing 
the proceedings of the conmiittee had been sent, 
returned an answer as follows : "Dec. 9th. The Con* 
gress have this day entered into the consideration of 
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your letter of the 28fch of October, and are of opinion 
that your application to Sir John Johnson, requesting 
an answer from him whether he would allow his tenants 
to form themselves into companies and associate with 
their brethren of your county according to the resolves 
of the Continental Congress, for the defense of our 
liberties, was improper with respect to him, and too 
condescending on your part, as it was a matter that came 
properly within your province ; and to which we doubt 
not but you are competent, as you have a line of conduct 
prescribed to you by Congress. With respect to your 
second question, whether he would take any active part 
in the controversy at present existing between Great 
Britain and her colonies, we conceive it to be very proper, 
and thank you for ycur information on that head. 

"As to the third question, we conceive that he has no 
claim nor title to the court-house or gaol in your county, 
as we are credibly told that his father, Sir William John- 
son, did in his lifetime convey the same to two gentle- 
men, in trust for the use of your county. However, as 
an attempt to use the same for the purpose of confining 
persons inimical to our country, may be productive of 
bad consequences, we beg leave to recommend to you, to 
procure some other place which may answer the end of 
a gaol. And give you our advice not to molest Sir John 
as long as he shall continue inactive, and not impede the 
measures necessary to be carried into execution from 
being comj)leted." This advice was followed, and a pri- 
vate house was procured for that purpose, while some of 
the prisoners were sent to Albany and Hartford. 

The fears of the people were again excited, during 
the subsequent winter, by preparations made by Sir 
John for the erection of a fortification around Johnson 
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Hall. The number of armed depeiidents which he xb- 
tained around him, gave credit to a report that, when 
the fortificatiou should be completed, it would be garri- 
soned by three hundred Indians in addition to his own 
men, and that from thence they would sally out and 
ravage the surrounding country. 

Gen. Schuyler had been informed of the movements 
of Sir John, and in Jan. 1776, in the dead of winter, 
together with Gen. Ten Broeck, and Col. Varick. and a 
few others, with u small detachment of soldiers, came 
into Tryon County. General Herkimer ordered out all 
the militia. They were paraded on the ice on the Mo- 
hawk Biver. The place of meeting was Major Fonda's, 
a few miles from Johnson Hall. Major Fonda was sent 
a messenger to 8ir John. An answer was returned, and 
a correspondence can-ied on which was continued two 
or three days. The precise nature of it is not known. 
It resulted in Sir John surrendering himself a prisoner, 
and disarming his dependents and tenants. He was 
sent down to Fishldll, where be was liberated upon his 
parole. This surrender removed the fears of the inhabi- 
tants during the remainder of the winter. In the fol- 
lowing May, however. Sir John, regardless of his prom- 
ises, broke his parole, and, acccmpanied by a large num- 
ber of his tenants, went north frt.m Johnstown, by the 
way of Sacondaga, to Montreal. Sir William Johnson 
would have frowned with indignation npon this unman- 
ly and dipgraceful conduct of his son. The Provincial 
Congress of New York immediately wrote a letter to 
Gen. Washington : "We apprehend no doubt can exist, 
whether the affair of Sir John Johnson is within your 
immediate cognizance. He held a commission as briga- 
dier general of the militia, and it Is said another com- 
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miBsion oa major goneral. That be hath shamefully 
broken his parole is CTident, but whether it would be 
more proper to have him retiirneii or eschfinged is en- 
tirely in your excellency's prudence." It is believed 
that neither the one nor the other was ever done. He 
left much valuable property, which w^a confiscnted by 
Oongreas, and sold under the direction of the commit- 
tee. During the war be comm^ndeil a regiment of 
refugees, known in the predatory border warfare of thiB 
province by the name of "Johnson's Greens." 

The first delegates to the Provincial Congress were 
John Mtrlatt and John M:>ore. Afterward, WlUiam 
Wills, Benj. Newkirk, Volkert Veeder, and William 
Harper were appointed. The two latter were for a long 
time members of the State Committee of Safety. A 
new county committee was this spring elected, of which 
John Frey, Esq. was chosen chairman. At a meeting in 
Miy, it was unanimously resolved to instruct the dele- 
gates from this county in the Provincial Congress to 
vote for the entire independence of the Colonies. 

The Deslaration of Independence of the 4th of July 
following W.18 hailed by them with joy, and they were 
willing to maintain it "with their lives and fortunes." 

Tryon Cjunty, during the summer, was comparatively 
tranquil and secure. Scouts were sent out upon the 
barders, who with the continental troops kept at a dis- 
tance the few detached parties of Intlians and Tories, 
The following winter the Indians collected in consider 
able numbers at OijUAgo on the Susquehanna. CoL 
John Harper, of Hirpersheld, was sent by the Provincial 
Congress with a letter to them, to ascertain their feel- 
ings toward the country and their intentions. Col. 
Harper having given private orders to the captains of 
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his regiment of militia to hold tliemeelvtfi in readiness 
in fioee their Herricee should be required, went to Oquagu 
accompanied b; one Indian and one white man. He 
arrivedtherethe27thof Febmaiy. He soon ascertained 
that the report of a contemplated invasion was untrue. 
He cauaed an ox to be roasted, aud invited the Indians 
to tlio entertainment thua provided. The letter waa re- 
ceived in a friendly manner, and the Indians espreesed 
their sorrow on arcount of the troubles of the country, 
and declared that they would take no active part 
against it. 

Joseph Brant having had some disagreement with 
Guy Johnson, came to Oquago after the visit of CoL 
Harper. In June following. 1777. he went up to Una- 
dilla with a party of seventy or eighty Indians, and sent 
for the officers of the mihtia ccmpacy and the Eev. Mr. 
Johnstone, Brant informed tbtm that the Indians were 
in want of provisions. That if they could not get tbem 
by consent, they must by force ; that tlieir agreement 
with the king was very strcng, and that they were not 
such villains as to break iheir ccvinant with h:m ; that 
they were natural warriors, and could not bear to be 
threatened by Gen. Schuyler. They were informed that 
the Mohawks were ccnfined, (that is, prcbably the ftw 
who remained behind,) and had not liberty to pass and 
repass as formerly. That they were deteimintd to he 
free, as they were a free people, and desired to have 
their friends removed from the Mohawk Biver, lest, if 
the western Indians shoidd ccme down, their friends 
might suffer with tbe rest, as they would pay no respect 
to persons. The inhabitants let them have provisions- 
After staying two days they returned, taking with them 
cattle, sheep, &.c. Ihe inhabitants friendly to the coun- 



try, immediately removed their families and effects to 
places of greater security. 

Informatiou having been given, Gen. Herkimer in July 
marched to UnacUlla with 380 militia. He was met here 
by Brant at the heud of 130 warriors. Brant complained 
of the aame grievances as above sat fortli. To the ques- 
tion whether he would remain at peace if these things 
were rectified, he replied; "The Indiana were in concert 
with the king, as their fathers and grandfathers had 
been. That the king's belts were yet lodged with them, 
and they could not falsify their pledge. That Gen. 
Herkimer and the rest had joined the Boston people 
against their king. That Boston people were resolute, 
but the king would humble them. That Mr. Schuyler. 
or General, or what you please to call him, was very 
smart on the Indians at the treaty at German Flats ; but 
was not at the same time able to afford them the smallest 
article of clothing; That the Indians had formerly made 
war on the white people all united ; and now they were 
divided, the Indians were not frightened." 

After Brant had declared his determination to espouse 
the cause of the king, Col. Cox eaii), if such was his 
resolution the matter was ended. Brant turned and 
spoke to his warriors, who shouted and ran to their 
camp about a mile distant, when, seizing their arms, 
they fired a number of guns, and raised the Indian war- 
whoop. They returned immediately, when Gen. Herki- 
mer addressing Brant, told him he had not come to 
fight. Brant motioned his followers to remain in their 
places. Then, assuming a threatening attitude, he said, 
if their purpose was war, he was ready for them. He 
then proposed that Mr. Stewart, the missionary among 
the Mohawks, (who was supposed friendly to the Ung- 
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lisli.) ami the nife of Col. Butler should be permitted 
tu pasH from the lower to the upper Mohawk caetle. 

Gen. Herkimer HAseiited, but deiii»iided that the Tories 
and dcHurtere should be given up tu him. This was re' 
fused hy Brant, who after some fai-ther remarks, added 
that lie would go to Oswego, and hold a treaty with Col. 
Butler. This Binjjiilitr conference was singularly ter- 
minated. It waa early in July, and the sun shone fortli 
without a eloiid to obsuure it, and as its rays gilded the 
tops of the forest trees, or were reflected from the waters 
of the Sustjuehanuo, imparted a rich tint to the wild 
scenery with which they were surrounded. The echo of 
the wai^whoop had scarcely died away before the heaV' 
ens became black, and a violent storm of hail and rain 
obliged e.ich party to withdraw and seek the nearest 
shelter. Men less superstitious than many of the unlets 
tered yeomen who, leaning upon their arms, were wit- 
nesses of the events of this day, could not have failed 
in after times ti> have looked back upon them, if not as 
an omen, at least as an emblem of those dreadful massa- 
cres with which these Indians and their associates after- 
ward visited the inhabitants of this unfortunate frontier. 

Gen. Herkimer appears to have been unwilling to urge 
matters to extreme, though he had suf&cient power to 
have defeated the Indians. He no doubt entertained 
hopes that some amicable arrangement would eventually 
be made with them. 

This is believed to have been the last conference held 
with any of the Six Nations, except the Oneidas, in 
which an effort was made to prevent the Indians engag- 
ing in the war. In the remarks of Brant will be found 
what was no doubt one of the principal reasons of tha 
Indiana joining the English, and which Uberal gifts on 
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our part might probably have prevented. As before re- 
marked, they had been accustomed to receive most of 
their clothing and other necessaries from the English 
agents and superintendent And now, when they re- 
ceived from the Americans little save professions of 
friendship, they were led to conclude that they were 
either poor or penurious, and therefore continued an al- 
liance coupled with more immediate and substantial 
benefits. Col. Guy Johnson is said to ha^ire addressed 
the Indians at one of their councils as follows : ^'Are 
they (the Americans) able to give you any thing more 
than a piece of bread and a glass of rum 1 Are you 
willing to go with them, and suffer them to make horses 
and oxen of you, to put you into wheelbarrows, and to 
bring us all into slavery ?" 



CHAPTER IV. 



TsB campaign of 1777 had long been a favorite one 
vith the British ministerB, aad daring the previoas 
winter great preparations had been made for its auecess- 
ful prosecution. Should Sir Henry Clinton and Gen. 
Burgojne. vntb the southern and northern armies, suc- 
ceed in uniting at Albany, the province of New York, 
cutoff from all commanication with the eastern provinces, 
must necessarily submit, and the way would be prepared 
for the speedy subjugation of all the others. Qen. 
Burgoyne, who had auperaeded Gen. Carleton, left Can- 
ada with 7600 well disciplined troops, and a large train 
of artillery, and accompanied by a numerous body of 
I Canadians and Indians. On the 3d of July he arrived 
lefore Ticonderoga,' which was garrisoned by 3000 con- 

• 'ITie follnwine la Oov. Tryon's account of the forts in the 
ovlDceol New I'orkiii 1774: 

'■The city 1)1 New Trirk. the mHlropoli", la pi-olccled by a (ort 

d a nmge of Imtleiies at thn entrance o( the Ewst River or 

^ . rbor, in giioil mtler. and capable o[ inmintlng alxntt one hundrei] 

K'Bces or onloani'e. Albany and Sclienectadiiy ore defended by 
rta, and both places encircled by larRe pickets or .-toekadea, with 
bloi-kboiues at pniper diiiUnc-ca troin each other, hut wliich, sini'e 
Ihe p«iCG. h:<vB been suffered to go to deciiy, and are now totally 
out of repair. 
"The wesiero forts arc Fort .Sianwix, and the forts at Oswego 
il Nlajiam ; the two former are diamantled — a few men only 
^it at Oawe^ Mia^ara is occnpieil by a garrisoo of the Klag'i 
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tinental aoldiers aud militia under Gen. St. Clair. Find- 
ing thenieelves unable to maintain tile fortress against a. 
force so mucli superior, the Americans, on the night of 
the 5th, withdrew and retreated toward Fort Edward. 

The English immediately took poeeession of Ticonde- 
Tog&, with a large quantity of provisionB and military 
stores. The Americans were pursued and overtaken, 
and in several actions suffered severely. Thifi fortress 
was an important one, and its surrender was as unfortu- 
nate as it was imespected. Besides, Gen. Schuyler, wlio 
had the cunimand of tlie American army, n\unbered httle 
rising of 4000 men after all the troops of St. Clair were 
united with his own at Fort Edward ; an army whicli, 
imder equal circumstances, could present no barrier to 
the progress of the victorious army of Burgoyne. A 
general alarm sjiread throughout the countiy, and espec- 
ially through New York. This alarm was increased in 
Tryon County, when, on the 15th of July, Thomas, one 
of the principal Oneida sachems, who had just returaed 
from Canada, where be had been present at an Indian 
council held at the Indian castle of Cassassenny. gave 
the following accoimt : 

"Col. Clans invited strongly the Indians to join him 
in his expedition to Fort Schuyler, mentioning the num- 
ber of his white men, and saying, that he has sent already 
a number of Indians wth the ai-my to Ticonderoga. and 
he is sure that Ticonderoga will he rendered to them 
and Clans. Hepeated again thus : Ticonderoga is mine. 
"The northeni forts are Fori Edward, whicli Is abiiDdoned. A 
few nien only aie kepi at the works at the soulli end of fjike 
Georga 1o tHcilitale Uic trantiportuUon to tiie next forts, which nre 
TicoaderogB aad ''rowa Point, 'lliese are both gnriiBoned liy 
HU Majesty's troops, but sfnt-e the fire only a email guard;U kept 
there, the priticlpal part of the j^iiHin being wilJiUrHwii and 
posted at Ticonderoga," 
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TMb IB true, you may depend on it, and not one gun 
nhall be fired. 

"The same is true witt Fort Schuyler ; I am eore, 
said Col. ClaiiB, that -when I come toward that fort, and 
the commanding officer there »liall see me, he shall also 
not fire one shot, and render the fort to me." The sachem, 
after relating this speech, added : "Now, brothers, this 
which I related to you is the real truth, and I tell you 
further, for notice, that Sir John Johnson, with his 
family, and Col. Claus, with his family, are now in Oswe- 
go, with 700 Indians, and their number of white men 
are 400 regulars and about 600 Tories, lying yet on an 
island on tliis side of Oswegatchie ; therefore now is 
your time, brothers, to awake and not to sleep longer ; 
or, on the contrary, it shall go with Fort Schuyler as it 
went already with Ticonderoga. Col. Butler is, as I 
heard, to arrive yesterday (being the 14th) from Niagara 
at Oswego, with his party, not knowing how strong in 
number, and shall immediately keep a council there with 
t he Five Nations, (which are already called,) and offer 
the hatchet to them to join him and strike the Ameri- 
cans. 

"Br(i:/iera f I therefore desire you to be spirited, and 
to encourage one another to march on in assistance of 
Fort Schuyler. Come up and show yonrselves as men, 
to defend and save your country, before it is too late. — 
Despatch youreelyes to clear the brush about the fort, 
and send a party to cut trees in the Wood Creek to stop 
np the same. 

"Bruthera / If you don't come soon without delay to 

assist this place, we cannot stay much longer on your 

side ; for if you leave this fort without succor, and the 

enemy shall get possession thereof, we shall suffer like 

10 
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yon in your settlementB, and ahall be destroyed with 
you. We are Hospicions that your eneoiies have engaged 
the Indians, and eudeavur d^y yet to strike itnd light 
against you ; and Gen. Schuyler refuses always that we 
shall take up arms in the country's behalf. 

^•Bruthem I cm assure you that as soon as Butler's 
speech at Oswego shill be over, they intend to march 
down the country immediately, till to Albany. Yoii may 
judge yourselTea ; if you don't try to resist we will bo 
obliged to join them or fly from our castles, as we cannot 
hinder them tilone.' We, the good friends of the coun- 
try, are of opinion that if more force appears at Fort 
Schuyler the enemy will not move from Oswego to in- 
vade these frontiers ; you may depend on it we are 
willing to help you if you will do some efforts too." 

In the spring of 1776, Colonels Van Schaiek and Day- 
ton were sent into Tryon County with detachments of 
continental soldiers, and were stationed at Johnstown 
and German Flata. Col. Dayton, stationed at the latter 
place, was ordered by Gen. Schuyler, in June of this 
year, to take post and erect a fortiUcation at Fort Stan- 
wis. The militia of the county were called out to assist 
him. This fort occupied a part of the site of the pres- 
ent village of Borne, in Oneida County, situated at the 
head of navigation of the Mohawk, and at the carrying- 
place between that river and Wood Creek, from whence 
the boats passed to Oswego ; it was a post of great im- 
portance to the western part of New Yoric. The French, 
with their usual sagacity, when endeavoring to monopo- 
lize the Indian trade, had erected a fortification at this 
place. At the commencement of the war it appears to 
have gone to decay ; a few families had settled there, 
fonning the extreme western outpost of civilization, save 



the fortB of Oswego rind Niagara. The fort erected by 
Col. Dayton was callbd Fort Si-buyler, in bnnor of Gen. 
Kchiiyler. It ie designated by that name in most of tbe 
letters and official communication b of the officers includ- 
ing Gen. Schnyler hiniBelf. It has been confounded by 
Bume with Fort Schuyler, which wan built in the French 
wars, near where Utica now stands, and named in honor 
of Col. Schuyler, the uncle of Gen. Schuyler. At the 
time of the Revolution there was no fort at the latter 
place. There was a clear field, which still retained the 
name of Fort Schuyler, as did the settlement west that 
of Fort Stanwis. 

The last of April, 1777, Col. Ganeevoort. with the 3d 
regiment of the New York line of State troops, was 
ordered to Fort Schuyler. Tbe fort was still unfinished, 
and thn early part of the summer was spent in advanc- 
ing the works. It was not even completed when after- 
ward invested. The duties of the troops in consequence 
were extremely arduous. 

The information as above given by the Oneida sachem 
ioned some alarm. It developes part of the origi 
nol plan of the campaign. Tbe forces destined against 
this fort were under the command of Gen. Barry St. 
Leger. Should he succeed in taking Fort Schuyler, he 
was to pass down the Mohawk valley to Johnstown, and 
U) fortify himself there. From this place he could easily 
make a diversion in favor of Biirgoyne, or aid in cutting 
off the retreat uf the American army, as circumstances 
should render necessary. The rich Mohawk coimtry 
would at the same time furnish provisions for his own 
and the other invading armies. 

Secret information of their movements had been in- 
dustriously circulated among aU the disaffected inhabi- 
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tants of Ttjotl Couiitj. Inaisuationa of an Blarmiog 
nature were thrown out. and not without effect. The 
Indians, it was eaid, would ravage the whole intervening 
country. Many who had not before a^^ted decidedly, 
now espoused the cause of the mother country, and in 
smiU parties stole away and went to the enemy. 

A few days before the communication of the sachem 
was made, the committee had ordered ont 200 mihtia to 
aid ill garrisoning Fort Schuyler. A part only obeyed j 
on the 15th they ordered two companies of coutinental 
troops, stationed at different places in the county under 
their direction, to repair to the fort. They made various 
exGusee, that they had been sent out as scouts, Eind were 
unfit for garrison duty, and refused to comply with the 
orders ; they afterward complied. Under these circom- 
stances, on the 17th of July, Brig. Gen. Nicholas Herki- 
mer published the following proclamation : 

"Whereas, it appears certain that the enemy, of about 
2000 strong, Christiana and savages, are arrived at 
Oswego with the intention to invade our frontiers, I 
think it proper and most necessary for the defense of 
our country, and it shall be ordered by me as soon as 
Uie enemy approaches, that every male person, being in 
health, from 16 to 60 years of age, in this our county, 
uhnll, as in duty bouad. repair immediately, with arms 
and accoutrements, to the place to be appointed in my 
orders, and will then march to oppose the enemy with 
vigor, as true patriots, for the just defense of their coun- 
try. And those that are above 60 years, or really unwell 
and incapable to march, shall then assemble, also armed, 
at the respective places where women aud children will 
be gathered together, in order for defense against the 
enemy, if attacked, as much as lies in their power. — 
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Bat concerning the (liHaffected, anil who will not directly 
obey Bucli orders, they ehail be taken along with their 
anuB, secured under guard, to join the main body. And 
as such an invasion regards every friend to the country 
in general, but of this county in particular, to nhow his 
zeal and well-affected spirit in actual defense of the 
same, all the members of the committee, as well as oil 
those who, by former commissions or otherwise, have 
been exempted from any other military duty, are re- 
quested to repair also, when called, to such place as 
shall be appointed, and join to repulse oiy foea. Not 
doubting that the Almighty Power, upon our humble 
prayers and sincere trust in him, will then graciously 
succor our arms in battle, for our just cause, and victory 
cannot fail on our side." 

On the 30th of July, the commmittee received the 
following letter from Thomas Spencer, dated Oneida, 
July 29tb. 

"At a meeting of the chiefs, they tell ms that there is 
but four days remaining of the time set for the king'e 
troops to come to Fort Schuyler, and they think it like- 
ly they will be here sooner. The chiefs desire the com- 
manding officers at Fort Schuyler not to make a Ticon- 
deroga of it; but they hope you will be courageous. 
They desire Gen. Schuyler may have this with apeed, 
and send & good army here ; there is nothing to do at New 
"York ; we think there is men to be spared ; we expect 
the road is stopped to the inhabitants by a party through 
the woods ; we shall he surrounded as soon as they come. 
This may be our last advice, as these soldiers are part 
of those that are to hold a treaty. Send this to the 
committee ; as soon as they receive it let the militia rise 
Up and come to Fort Schuyler. Ton 




to meet the 



e Three Rivera tu tlie treaty. We espEict 
varriors, » 



i, and when we come there and de- 



clare we are for peace, we espect to be need with indif- 
ference and sent away. Let all the troops that come to 
Fort Schuyler take care on their march, as there is a 
party of Indiana to etop the road below the Fort, about 
80 or 100. We hear they are to bring their camion up 
Fish Creek. We hear there is 1000 going to meet the 
enemy. We advise not — the array is too large for so 
few men to defend the fort^— we send a belt of 8 rows 
to confirm the truth of what we say." Spencer added 
— "It looks likely to me the troops are near ; hope all 
friends to hberty, and that love their famihes, will not 
be backward, but exert themaelvea. as one resolute blow 
would secure the friendship of the Sis Nations, and 
almost free this part of the country from the incursions 
of the enemy." 

About the time of the receipt of tliis letter several 
batteaux, guarded by one or two companiea of batteaux- 
men, arrived from Schenectady with Bti>reH destined for 
Port Schuyler. When the letter waa laid before the 
committee, a question aroae whether the militia should 
be ordered out immediately, or whether they ebould 
wait the arrival of troops who would undoubtedly be 
sent by Gen. Schuyler. The necessity of guardinj; more 
effectually the batteaus was urged. The former course 
was adopted, and means were taken (or ussombling as 
many of the militia as possible. Their own firesides 
were to be invaded i the time for exertion had come — a 
time which they ought to have anticipated, and for 
which, from the ample notice they had received, they 
ought to have made the best possible preparatiuna. 
They were determinetl, however, to atone for their neg- 
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lect. The fears excited by the previous losses had con- 
siderably subsided, and Gen. Herkimer soon found him 
self at the head of 800 men ; most of the committee 
were among the number, as officers or volunteers. Little 
order was observed on their march, and those precau* 
tions so necessary to guard against surprise were too 
much neglected This was the less excusable, as they 
had been apprised of the ambuscade of the Indians. 
Spencer, who had joined the troops, insisted on keeping 
out flanking parties. In this he w^as seconded by sever 
al of the officers. Gen. Herkimer himself was of this 
opinion ; but in consequence of some remarks made by 
some of the inferior officers, imputing cowardice to him, 
he directed them to advance wdth all possible dispatch. 
If any excuse can be offered, it must arise from the fact, 
that they had learned that the fort was invested, and 
were fearful it might be surrendered before their arrival. 
The distance most of the troops marched, was between 
fifty and sixty miles, through woods and over miserable 
roads. Flanking parties, travelling through woods, and 
crossing streams and marshes, would necessarily retard 
the progress of the main body, should they only keep 
pace with them. 

Gen. St. Leger left Oswego, about the time before 
mentioned, for Fort Schuyler, with about 1700 men. 
On the 28th of July he sent forward Lieut. Bird, with 
60 or 70 men, to reconnoitre and to ascertain the situa- 
tion of the fort. Under date of July 31st, St. Leger 
wrote to him the following letter : 

•'I have received yours of the 30th. If they are 
strongly posted, risk nothing, as by both parties (yours 
and Hare's) joined, an investiture may be easily made till 
my arrival, which will be sometime to morrow, with my 



artillery, tlie 34th and King's regimeut, with the HeBsian 
riflemen, and the whole c<ir])S of Indians. The rest of 
the army is led by Sir John, and will be up the day 
afterward. Yours, very faithfully, 

ButBY St. Legeb, Jlrig. General. 

On the 2d of Aaguat, Lieut. Bird wrote to Gen. St. 
Leger, and the following is the conclusion ; "TweWe 
MaeseBangere came up two or three hours after my de- 
parture. These, with the scout of fifteen, I had the 
honor to mention to you in my last, are sufficient to in- 
Test Fort Stanwis, if you honor me ao far as not to 
order to the contrary.'' 

Under the same date St. Leger returned the follow- 
ing answer : 

"I this instant received your letter containing the 
account of your operations since you were detaclied, 
which I with great pleasure tell you have been sensible 
and spirited ; your resolution of investing Fort Stanwix 
is perfectly right ; and to enable you to do it with 
greater effect, I have detached Joseph (Brant) and his 
corps of Indians to reinforce yon. You will observe that 
I will have nothing but an investiture made, and in case 
the enemy, observing the discretion and judgment with 
which it is made, should offer to capitulate, you are to 
tell them that you are sure I am well disposed to listen 
to them ; this is not to take any honor out of a young 
soldier's hands, but by the presence of the troops to 
prevent the barbarity and carnage which will ever obtain 
where Indians make so superior a part of a detachment; 
I shall move from hence at eleven o'clock, and be early 
in the afternoon at the entrance of the creek. 

1 am, sir, your most obt. and humble ser't. 

Barky St. Leobo. 

mne MUe Point, Aug. 2, 1777. 
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On the 3d of Auguet, Gen. St Leger arrived before 
the f-irt ; he soon found that the garriaon had no dispo- 
sition to Burrender. Col. Gansevoort had anticipated 
his approach, and with hia brave soldiera was deter- 
mined to defend their poat to the laBt. Soon after St. 
Leger published the following proclamation ; 

"By Barry St. Leger, commnuder in chief of a ehoBon 
body of troops from the grttnd army, as well aa an ex- 
tensive corps of Indian allies from all the Nations, 
&e., &c. 

"The forces intruated to my command are designed to 
act in concert, and upon a common principle with the 
Bumeroua armies and fleets which already display, in 
every quarter of Americii, the power, the justice, and 
when properly songht, the mercy of the king. The 
canse in which the British ai'mios are thus exerted, 
applies to the most affecting interests of the human 
heart : and the military servants of the crown, at lirst 
called forth for the sole purpose of restoring the rights 
of tlie conat'tntion, now combine with love of their 
country and duty to their sovereign, the other extensive 
incitements which apring from a due sense of the gener ■ 
al privileges of mankind. Tu the eyes and ears of the 
temperate part of the public, and to the hearts of suffer- 
ing thousands in the provinces, be the melancholy appeal, 
whether the present unnatural rebellion has not been 
madeafouoihttionfor the completest ayatem of tyranny, 
that ever God in his displeasure suffered for a time to 
be exercised over a froward and stubborn generation. 

"Arbitrary imprisonment, confiscation of property, 
persecution and torture unprecedented in the inquisi- 
tions of the Romiah Church, are among the palpable 
enormities that verify the affirmation. These are iuflio- 
II 



ted by asaemblies and committees, who dare to profees 
themeelTes friends to liberty, upon the moet quiet rnib- 
jects, without difitinction of age or aes, foi' the eole 
suspiciou, of having adhered in i)riiiciple to the govern- 
ment under which they were bom, and to which, by 
every tie divine and human, they owe allegiance. To 
consummate theae ahocking proceedings, the profanation 
of religion ja added to the moat profligate prostitution 
of common reason ; the consciences of men are ^et at 
naught, and multitudes are compelled not only to bear 
arms, but also to swear subjection to an usurpation they 
abhor. 

"Animated by these conai derations : at the head of 
troopa in the full powera of health, discipline, and valor : 
determined to strike where necessary, and anxious to 
spare where possible, I, by these preaenta, invite and 
exhort all peraona hi all places where the progress of 
this army may point, and by the blessing of God I will 
extend it far, to maintain ancb a conduct as may juatify 
me in protecting their lands, habitations, and families. 
The intention of this adilreas is to hold forth security 
and not depredation to the country. 

"To those, whose spirit and principle may induce to 
partake the glorious task of redeeming their country- 
men from dungeons, and re-estabHahing the blessings of 
legal government, I offer encouragement and employ- 
ment, Eindupon the first intelligence of their associations, 
I will find means to assist their undertakings. The do- 
mestic, the industrious, the inlii-m, and even the timid 
inhabitants, I am deairoua to protect, provided they 
remain quietly at their houses — that they do not suffer 
their bridges or roads to be broken 
acta, directly or indirectly, endeavor to 
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OperatioilB of the king's troops, or supply or assist those 
of the enemy. Every species of provisions brought to 
my camp will be paid for at an equitable rate, and in 
solid coin. 

"If, notwithstanding these endeavors, and sincere in- 
clinations to effect them, the frenzy of hostility should 
remain, I tnist I shiill stand acquitted in the eyes of 
God and men, in denouncing and executing the ven 
geauce of the state against the wilful outcasts. The 
messengers of justice and of wrath await thetn in the 
field, and devastation, famine, and every concomitant 
horror, that a reluctant, but indispensable prosecution 
of military duty must occasion, will bar the way to their 
return. 

(/figned) Barrt St. Leoeb. 

By order of tke CotHmander m Ckinf, 

Will, Osb. Hamilton, Secretary. 

How well the threats and promises set forth in the 
foregoing letters and proclamation were fulfilled, will 
appear in the sequel. 

Learning that Gen. Herkimer was approaching to the 
relief of the garrison, and not being disposed to receive 
him in his camp, St, Leger detached a body of Indians 
and Tories under Brant and Col. Butler to watch his 
approach, and to intercept, if possible, his march. The 
Burrounding country afforded eTery facihty for the prac- 
tice of the Indian mode of warfare. In the deep re 
cesses of its forests they were secure from observation, 
and to them they could retreat in case they were defeated. 
Finding that the militia approached in a very careless 
manner, Butler determined to attack them by surprise. 
He selected a place well fitted for such an attack. A 
few miles from the fort there was a deep ravine, sweep* 
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ing toward the eant in a Hemic irciilar form, and having ft 
northern and sonthem dij'eetion. The bottom of thii 
ravine was marshy, and the road along wliich the militia 
were marching crossed it by means of a log causeway. 
The ground thus partly enclosed by the ravine was 
elevated and level. Along the road, on each side on this 
height of land, Bntler disposed his men. 

About ten o'clock on the morning of the 6th of Au- 
gust, the Tryon County militia amved at this place with- 
out ai]y suspicions of danger. The dark fohage of the 
forest trees, with a thick growth of nnderbrush, entirely 
concealed the enemy from their view. The advanoed 
guard, with about two-thirds of the whole force, had 
gained the elevated groimd : the baggage wagons had 
descended into the ravine — ^Col. Fisher's regiment was 
still on the east side — when the Induuis arose, and with 
a dreailful yell poured a destructive fire upon them. 
The advanced guard was entirely cut off. Those who 
survived the first dre were immediately cut down with 
the tomahawk. The horror of the scene was increased 
by the personal appearance of the savages, who were 
almost naked, and painted in a most hideous manner. 
They ran down each side, keeping up a constant fire, 
and united at the causeway ; thus dividing the militia 
into two bodies. The rear regiment, after a feeble resiek 
tance, fled in confusion, and were pursued by the Indi- 
ans. They suffered more severely than they would have 
done had they stood their groimd, or advanced to the 
support of the main body in front. 

The latter course would have been attended with great 
loss, but might probably have been effected. The for- 
ward division had no alternative but to fight. Facing 
out in every direction, they sought shelter behind the 
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troes iind returned the fire of tlie enemy with epirit. In 
the beginning of the battle the Indians, whenever they 
saw that a giin wtts fired frum behind a tree, rushed up 
and tomahawked the person thus firing before he had 
time to reload his gun.* To counteract this, two men 
were ordered to station themselves behind one ti-ee, the 
one reserving his fire until the Indian ran np. In this 
way the Indians were made to suffer (severely in return. 
The fighting had continued for some time, and the In- 
dians had begun to give away, when Major Watts, a 
brother-in-law of Sir John Johnson, brought up a rein- 
forcement, consisting of a detachment of Johnson's 
Greens, The blood of the Gtermans boiled with indig- 
nation at the sight of these men. IVIany of the Greens 
were personally known to them. They had fled their 
country, and were now returned in arms to subdue it. 
Their presence under any circumstances would have 
kindled up the resentment of these militia ; but coming 
up as they now did, in aid of a. retreating foe, called into 
exercise the most bitter feelings of hostility. They fired 
upon them as they advanced, and then, rushing from 
behind their covers, attacked them with their bayonets, 
and those who had none, with the butt end of their 
muskets — "rage supphes arms." This contest was main- 
tained, hand to hand, for nearly half an hoiu-. The 
Greens made a manful resistance, but were finally 
obliged to give way before the dreadful fury of their 
assiulants, with the loss of thirty killed upon the spot 

* "Again. I.rt me recall, genileniea, to your recollection, tiiat 
bloody neld Id wbich Flerklmer letl. I'bere wiw [nuod tbe IiidJaii 
and toe wbile wn,a horn on the banka of tbe Mohawn, llietr left 
haacl rlenclied in eucli other'^ bsir, tbe rifbt K'VGpiiig in auttpeof 
death tbe knife plunged in each othurH boaotn ; thus Lttey lay 
Irowiiing. "— Ouuuerneur Morris n Atblre»t hcfore the New Vurk 
HUU/rvaX ^uclely. 



where they firnt entered. Major Wiitts was wtmnde<I 
and taken prieuiier, tli^mgh afterwiu'd left upon the field. 

In tluB assault Col. Cox is said to have been killed ; 
poBsesBing an athletic frame, with a daring spirit, he 
mingled in the thickest of the fight. His voice could 
be dietinetly heard, aB he cheered on bis men, oi issued 
bis orders, amid the clashing of arms and the yella of 
the contending savages. 

Abjut one o'clock Adani Helmer, who had been sent 
by Geu. Herkimer with a letter to Col. G.inBeToort, an- 
nouncing his approach, arrived at the fort. At 2 o'clock, 
Lieat. Col. WiUet, with two hundred and seven man, 
uallied from the fort for the purpose of making a diver- 
atOQ in favor of Qea. Herkimer, and attacked the camp 
of the enemy. This engagement lasted about an hour, 
when the enemy were driven off with considerable losa. 
Col. Willet having thrown out flanking parties, and 
ascertained that the retreat was not feigned, ordered his 
men to take as much of the spoil as they could remove, 
and to destroy the remainder. On their return to the 
fort, above the landing, and near where the old French 
fort stood, a party of 200 regular troops appeared, and 
prepared to give battle. A smart fire of musketry, aided 
by the cannon from the fort, soon obliged them to re- 
treat, when Willet returned into the fort with his spoil, 
and without the loss of a single man. A port of that 
spoil was placed upon the walls of the fortress, where it 
waved in triumph in sight of the vanquished enemy. 

This timely and well-conducted sally was attended 
with complete succesa. A shower of rain had already 
caused the enemy to slacken their fire, when finding by 
their reports that their camp was attacked and taken, 
they withdrew and left the militia in possession of the^ 
field. 
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Pew battles hiive beeii fouglit at a greater disadvan- 
tage than was that of Oriskany, on the part of the 
Americans. After recovering from the confusion of the 
first attack, they found themselves without ammuDition, 
save that in their cartonch-boses. Their baggage wag- 
ons were in possession of the enemy. The weather was 
warm, and, surrounded by the enemy, they could get no 
water. In this state they defended themselves against 
a far aiiperior force for five or six hoiirs. The severe 
remarks whieh have been made upon the militia engaged 
in this battle, are certainly not wniTanted, They had 
been imprudent, but they were brave, and, in tliis kind 
of fight, skillful. 

The Americans lost in killed nearly 200. and about as 
many wounded and prisoners ; they carried off between 
40 and 50 of their wounded. Tliej encamped the first 
night upon the ground where old Fort Schuyler was 
built. 

Among the wounded was Gen. Herkimer. Early in 
the action his leg was fractured by a musket ball. The 
leg was amputated a few days alter, but in consequtnce 
of the unfavorable state of the weather, and want of 
skiU in the surgeons, mortification ensued, and occa- 
sioned his death. On receiving his wound, his horse 
having been killed, he directed his saddle to be placed 
upon a little hillock of earth and rested himself upon 
it. Being advised to choose a place where he would be 
less exposed, he replied: "I will face the enemy." Sur- 
rounded by a ftw men, be ccntinued to iesue his orders 
with tirmnesR. In this situation, and in the heat of the 
battle, he very deliberately took from his pocket his 
tinder-box and lit his pipe, which he smoked with great 
composure. He was certainly to blame for not using 
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greater caation on hie march, but the coolness and ifl< 
trepiditj which he exhibited when he found himself 
ambuBoided, aid«il materially in restoring order and in 
inspiring hia men with eoiirage. His lose was deeply 
lamented by his friends and by the inhabitants of Tryon 
County. The Continental CongreBB, in October follow- 
ing, directed th'it a monument Bho«]d be erected to hia 
memory, of the value of five hundred dollara. 

In a letter accompanying the resolution, the Congress 
say : "Every mark of diatinction shown to the memory 
of such illnatrioua men as offer up their lives for the 
liberty and happinefls of this country, reflects real honor 
on those who pay the grateful tribute : and by holding 
up to others the prospect of fame and immortality, will 
animate them to tread in the same path. 

Governor George Clinton, who forwarded the letter 
and resolution to the Tryon County committee added : 

"Enclosed you have a copy of a letter and resolves of 
Congress for erecting a monument to the memory of 
your late gallant General. While with you I lament the 
cattsea, I am impreRsed with a dne sense of the great 
and juatly merited honor the continent has, in this in- 
stance, paid to the memory of that brave man." We 
regret to state that no monument has ever been erected 
to hia memory in pursuance of that or any other resolve." 

* The scenes witb wbich ibis sturdy old piitiiol woa ciioneclcd, 
were ot ihriUini^ and nimaiitii.' intereat. Hta interview with Brent, 
at UnHdilla; his coiiiluci oa ihe bliody Held ot Umkaay. iind bis 
sulwequeal de:itb. were all cliaracieristii:. aod would foim aftoe 
^uliject Cor the poet or tlie painter. Henry K. ScliooicraFt, Esq.. 
to ivboui Ihe cuuniry \e so much iDdcttied for his roaeurcheB iu lO' 
dian history, thus dcacribea the duaiiigsccnud: 

■'Tlie wounded Ueueral hloiselt was thus carried by hia affec- 
tionate ^oldlurv to his una house, bulow the Little FalU. wiih lii» 
le^ bailly shattered aod bandiig<-d. 'I'eu day« after thi; buttle, am- 
putation became nece8B»iy. 'ihe operation was un^killtull; per- 
tonned by a fieiicb sargeoa in Aroold'a detachioent, who could 



Tryon County Riiffi'reil dreadfully in this battle : Col. 
CtiK, MajorH KiBinlord, KJepBattle, and Van Slyck were 
tdlled. aa wae alsu Thaiuas Spencer, the Indian inter- 
preter. 

Jolin Frey, major of brigade, with Col. Bellenger, 
were taken prisoners. Most of the inferior officers were 
either killed or taken. The county was fillod with 
mourning. The enemy sustained a severe loss likewise. 
The Indians, according to tlieir own statements, lost in 
killed nearly 100 warriors. More than 30 of the Seneca 
tribe alone were killed. The loss of the regulars and 
und Tories it* not known, bnt in the contest with Herki- 
mer and Willet must have been nearly or quite a 
hundred. 

H'iI BUicced in effectually sUunrliinx the blood, and lie ihu' roll a 
vtclim t'l prolessional ignorance. Bnl he pie)*rv«l, on his dyiiiw; 
bed, llie aamp c^ilmn<«B and cotnpOBurc whlcli lind marked hia con- 
duct on tlie fielil. Ab lie Baw that Ilia dinioiulion miisl stiortly cn- 
Buo friini llie (.■oiitlDued bli'eilinj; and (he lind M>ite of his wmind. 
he railed for hla laniily Illble, and bavlng gathered hi- dnmestic 
circle around him. hi- read aloud, in a c!eur voice, Ibe thirty-ninth 
p-aJii] — 'U Ijird, ri-biilte nie not in tby wnilh. neither cbaHlen kih 
in thy hoi ilicptesaure ; for thine arrows Blicli faM in inc. and thy 
liaud prcssetl) me sore.' The entire psulni is one of ainsulTirap- 
propiititeneaa ; aitd tbc ac([iialntaDcc with the •^ucred volume 
which Its selection evinces, piovea Uial if, in the field, be was an 
undaimlcd >K>ldier. he waa not lees', on the threrhod of another 
wwld, a truatfiil ChrlaliLin. Other generals have Tallen in tha arms 
of vieiorj. but Nicholas Herkimer may be said to have fallen In 
I he aruiB »! hie Makkii. Con^iresB iiasaed a resolution, and nppni- 
prlatfd money to erect a tnonumenl to liis mem<'ry— nn act o1 Jus- 
tice yet uiiprrfoi med -. but his nami' has long been in^cribi'd in thi< 
liinriH of his cuuntrvmen as one of the noble pairinie 1o whom we 
owe our nation. li iiidependeace."— Proci'etiliioB of fht JV. 1'. Ill'- 

Alxiiii thirty years ago. upon the memorial ol the New Ytirii 
Ili-tc.riiHl Mttiety. u bin was repoiTcd liy llie Commilteeon Revo- 
liiiioniiry Claims, in tlie Houee of K> pre-entnlivi^B of the I'nited 
."-.laiea. making a liberal iippropiiation tor the crectirin iif a monu 
meat to lluikimrr. But it waa swailoweil up in lb- gnat gulf of 
''uiiflnisbcd tniainess:" tlie bill was nevi-r reached on the calendnr. 
'1 Ik* remains iif General lli-rklmer lie hurled in the hillddc. iieiir 
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The following extrantB are from a statement made by 
the State Council of Safety, on the 15th of AugiiHt, to 
the delegates of the province in Geaeral CjngresB : 

"If it ia ujt inooaaiBtent with the gener^ intereat, we 
would m3at earnestly wish for one or two regiments of 
ridemen, who would be very useful in our woody coud- 
try, and whose very name would serve to intimidate the 
aavagea. Would the oircumatanceB admit of our draw- 
ing our whole force to a pL»int, and were the paasea to 
the aouthward aecured by u sufficient number of troops, 
exclusive of our militia, we should not have thought it 
necessary to call in any aid from the neighboring States ; 
but at present, att:icked on every aide, we stand in need 
- of mure assistance than we h»ve, from present appear- 
ances, reason to hope for." 

Ilia former resi lence. at a point ovarloikimf, lo a gi-eiit eitpnt. llie 
valley of the Mobawk. Bui there is no raoouraenl lo tiitPmrl t.lie 
iilleolioD n[ tlie teeiiiiog millions wlio throng Ihat great Iravellu'l 
thoroughfare. Asmal; rmxifh and unliewn hciul-aiiine, wiiliniil 
flgiii« or letter of any dcscriplloii. alone marka the plai'e of LiiB 
•epuUun-. 

It is a millei' o( some historical interest, tbiit the sieL'e ol Fori 
Schuyier and l«[tle of t>riiikany. wii« IIik firot subject o( coni(i-al- 
iilaiiooin Ihe A- nt iiies3a[ic of the^'sC Ouvenuir of tliu State ol 
.New Voik. 

■■At present, by the kind inlerpo-tii ioo of Providence, tbe cloud 
which iifia^ over a^ svt'uu in a great measure dispelled, and we 
have reason tii exp ■ci a hapfiy Istiic lo this canipniga. t'h^ (fiwil 
cnndunl and hraiiery nr the gnrrtmnof Fort Schittiler. seconded 
by the Inlrepldtty of tliel'tle ^jalinni Oenernl Uerkinteraiidthe 
mUltUt of Tryon Couiuy, Ivhk eiiUrely frantrnled Ific (teshpu 
of the ettemy upon thnC pttrl of ttut SUiUi.'"^Eztraat from 3fe»- 
WQC of Ben. aciryi: Ullnt'iTi, Hrpt. 10, 177". 

And. rinpilar a-t it may seem, the subject of a nioiiumenl lo 
Genenl Ilerkimi'r. (ormi^J the Uwi lecnmrnendaLlim In the lnM 
inessiige of UeWiit Cliuton, the illusii-ious Dcphrw of tliefiist 
Uoveruor : 

"At the la'tmci'llngol thcLi'gliilaiuie. 1 recommended a mumi- 
mental erection in honor of GcDerul Hurkimer. mid to which 1 ti^ 
leave to refer you, "—Uuu. Citnton'a AlEmage, Jan. Ul. ISJIJ. 
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The seme report thuK alludta to the late ti-fniEnctiin 
in Tryon County : 

"By the papers enclosed, you will find that cur troops 
and militia have behaved with bectminH spirit in Trycu 
County ; but an it in out of tiur power to support them, 
we fear that that country mniit fall into thehandis of the 
enemy; in which ca§e, by means of the Indianei. who 
will then he wholly in their power, they may I'avage all 
that pai-t of tbiK State which hee to the weBtwsrd of 
Hudson'e River, as well as th« frontiers of New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania." 

After reviewing the general state of the province, and 
remarking that in many places the disaffected had gained 
the ascendency, and citmpelled the "Whigs to side with 
them, they added, with true Spartan spirit: *'Wc aii) 
resolved, if we do fall, to fall as becomes brave men." 

But to return to Fort Schuyler : St. Leger, availing 
himself of this disastrous battle, endeavored by strong 
representations of Indian cruelty to obtain immediate 
possession of the fort Major Frey, who was wounded, 
and Col. Bellenger, lioth prisoners, threatened probably 
with the treatment which some others received, on the 
evening of the battle wrote to Col, Gansevoort the fol- 
lowing letter : 

■■fl o'clock, P. M. — Camp be/ore t'oit f^tatiiciie 
6fA Ai'i/wl, 1777. 
"Sm, — "It is with concern we are to awpiaint you that 
thia was the fatal day in vrbich the succors, which were 
intended for your relief, have been attacked and defeated 
with great loss of numbers of killed, wounded, and taken 
prisoners. Our regard for your safety and lives, and 
our aincere advice to you is, if you will avoid inevitable 
ruin and destruction, to surrender the fort yon pretend 
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to dufcnd agiinet a formidable body of troops and ft 
good trftin of artillery, which we are witncaBes of ; when 
at the same time you have no farther support or relief 
to expect. We are sorry to inform you that most of the 
principal officers are killed ; to wit, Gen Herkimer, 
Colonels Cox, Seeber, Isaac Paris, Captain Graves, and 
many others, too tedious to mention. The British army 
from Canada being now perhaps before Albany, the pos- 
session of which place of course includes the conquest 
of the Mohawk River and this fort. " 

The following endor«ement is on the back of this let- 
ter : "Gen. St. Leger, on the day of the date of this 
letter; made a verbal summons of the fort by his adju- 
tant general and Colonel Butler, and who then handed 
this letter ; when Colonel Gansevoort refused any answer 
to a verbal summons, uniess made by Gen. St- Xieger 
himself, but at the month of his cannon" — a written 
summuQs was the result. This demand was repeated on 
the Sth, when the adjutant general and Col. Butler were 
led blindfolded into the presence of the gallant com' 
manders, Gansevoort and WiUet. To the promises and 
threats of Butler they rephed, that it woiild only be 
another Fort WiUiam Henry scene, and that they would 
not surrender it, and especially upon a verbal suiomons. 

On the 9th, St. Leger wrote Col. Gansevoort the fol- 
lowing letter : 

"Sir — "Agreeably to your wishes, I have the honor to 
give you, on paper, the message of yesterday ; though I 
cannot conceive, explicit and hiimane as it was, how it 
could admit of more than one coustniction. After the 
defeat of the reinforcement, and the fate of all your 
principal loaders, on which naturally you built your 
hopes, and having the strongest reason, from verbal in- 
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telligenCe, and the matter contained in the letters that 
fell into my hands, and knowing thoroughly the situa- 
tion of Gen. Burgoyne's army, to be confident that you 
are without resource ; in my fears and tenderness for 
your personal safety from the hands of the Indians, en 
raged for the loss of some of their principal and most 
favorite leaders, I called to council the chiefs of all the 
nations, and after having used every method that hu- 
manity could suggest, to soften their minds, and lead 
them patiently to bear their own losses, by reflecting on 
the irretrievable misfortune of their enemy, I at last 
labored the point my humanity wished for ; which the 
chiefs assured me of the next morning, after a consulta 
tion with each nation that evening, at their fire-places. 
Their answer, in its fullest extent, they insisted should 
be carried by Col. Butler : which he has given you in the 
most categorical manner. You are well acquainted that 
Indians never send messages without accompanying 
them with menaces on non-compliance, that a civilized 
enemy would never think of doing. You may rest as- 
sured, therefore, that no insult was meant to be oflfered 
to your situation by the king's servants in the message 
they peremptorily demanded to be carried by Col. But- 
ler ; I am now to repeat what has been told you by my 
adjutant general. That provided you deliver up your 
garrison, with everything as it stood at the moment the 
first message was sent, your people shall be treated with 
every attention that a hmnane and generous enemy can 
give. I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient and hiuuble servant, 

Barry St. Leger, 
J^riy Oilier General of his Mojeatys Jwrce^ 
Ccynp before F^rt Stanwix^ Aug 9^/i, 1777. 
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"P. S. I expert an imiueiliute answer, aa the Indians 
are estrenjelj impatient ; and if this propoeal is rejected, 
I am afraid it will be attended with very fatal conse- 
qnences, not only to you and your garrison, but the 
whole country down the Mohawk Kiver ; siteh oonse- 
quenceB as would be very repugnant to my sentiment* 
of humanity, but after this entirely out of my power to 
prevent" 

Colonel Gansevoort returned the folloi\-ing laconic 
answer: 

"Sib, — "In answer to your letter of this day's date. I 
have only to say that it is my determined resjlutioo, 
with the forces under my command, to defend this fort, 
at every hazard, ti> the last extremity, in behalf of the 
United American States, who have placed me here to 
defend it against all their enemies. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your most obt and biunble eer't, 

Peter Gasskvoort, 
Col. comvianding Fort Stamoix. 

St Leger threw up several redoubts, but hie artillery 
was not sufficient to make any impreafiiou upon the fort 

"The siege continued until the 22d of August, 1777. 
when St- Leger had advanced to within one hundred and 
fifty yards of the fort. Ignorant of the fate of Colonel 
Willet, his second in command, who, with Lieutenant 
Stockwell. had undertaken a hazardous enterprise to 
procure relief for the garrison ; his provisions daily ex- 
hausting ; some of his officers, anxioiis to accept the 
proflfered protection of St. l»eger from the fury of the 
savages by making a timely surrender ; all communica- 
tion with the fort cut olf by the besiegers, and having 
no certain prospect of relief ; Gansevoort, who knew not 
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tow to yield when he waa giiorilmg lus coiintry's huDor 
and safety, liad tulupted the desperate resolution, in cuia 
no reinforcement shotild arrive before hie provisiuns 
were reduced to a few days' supply (after distributing 
them among hie men) to head the brave remnaut of his 
garriBon, and 6gUt his n-uy at night through the euemy, 
or perish in the attempt. Those who knew him best, 
knew how well he dared to execute his resolves."* 

Col. Willet and Lieut, Stoekwell left the fort by night, 
and having eluded the enemy, parsed down the Mohawk 
country for the purpose of again aseemblmg the militia 
for its relief. It is one among the many instanceB of 
personal courage which were exhihited upon this fron- 
tier, by that intrepid soldier. Col. Willet. So snccesafiil 
was he in all his movements, thut the Indians, beheving 
him to be pussessed of superaaturat powers, gave to him 
the name of "the Devil." 

Gen. Hchuylw, who from the beginning had felt a 
great anxiety as to the event of this siege, knowing how 
disastrous it would be, shoiUd the fort be taken, on the 
news of the defeat of Gen. Herkimer dispatched Gens. 
Learned and Arnold, with a brigade uf men, to its re- 
lief. Under date of August 10th, jUbany, he wrote Col- 
Gansevoort the following letter ; 

"Dear Colonel — A body of troops left this yesterday, 
and othej-n are following, to raise the siege of Fort 
8chuyler. Everybody here believes you will defend it 
til the last ; and I strictly enjoin you so to do. 

"Gen. Burgoyne is at Fort Edward^-««r army at Still- 
water — great reinforcements contiug from the eastward, 
and we trust all will be well, and that the enemy will be 
repulsed." 

• See .Ap|iuiidix -Note K. 
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Gen. Amoli with about 900 light troops, leaving be- 
hind all the heavy baggage, advuncet) some distance 
before Gen, Leiimed, and on the 22d of August addressed 
the following letter to Col. GanBevoort, dated at German 
Flats: 

"Dear Colonel — I wTOte you the 19th, that I should 
be with you in a few days : eince whieh your express is 
arrived, and infirnns me you are in high ei)irita, and no 
apprehensions at present. I have been retarded by the 
badness of the roads, waiting for some baggage and 
ammunition wagons, and fur the militia, who did not at 
first turn out with that spirit I expected : they are now 
joining me in great numbers ; a few days will relieve 
you ; be under no land of apprehension ; I know the 
strength of the enemy, and how to deal with them. En- 
closed are several letters and papei-s, which will announce 
to you a signal victory gained by Gen. Stark over the 
enemy ; you will accejit my congratulatory comi)UmentB 
on the occasion. Howe, with the shattered remnant of 
his army, are now on shipboard. The last date was the 
4th of August; he was in the Gulf Stream, becalmed. 
Burgoyno, I hear this minute, ia retreating to Ty. I 
make no doubt our army, which is near fifteen thousand, 
will cut off his retreat. 

"Adieu, and believe me to be, dear colonel, yours 
sincerely, B. Aknold." 

From this place, a few days before, Gen. Arnold sent 
forward Hanyost Schuyler, a refugee, to the camp of St 
Leger, He had given him his liberty, on condition that 
he would annoimce his appniach, and moke an exagger- 
ated statement of his forces. He retained his brother 
as an hostage. 

In the camp of St. Leger all was confusion. The 
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Inilians, diHappohite J in obtftimng plunder, and enraged 
on account of their luasea, coiild scarcely be restrained. 
They supposed that in the action they had fired across 
anil killed each other. The confusion was greatly in- 
creased by the arrival of Schuyler. On being questioned 
as to the number of troops approaching, he answered — 
he knew not. but they were as numerous as the leaves 
upon the forest trees. The Indiana refused to remain 
any longer. All the arts of their leaders were unvailing. 
On the 'Z'iil of August, St. Leger retired in great confu- 
sion, leaving his camp with a great part of his baggage. 
The Indians plundered from their friends in the retreat, 
and, it is said, raised a shout that the Americans were 
coming, and then amused themselves in witnessing the 
terror it occasioned. St. Leger has been accused by his 
subaltern officers of a want of energy. He is said to 
have been in a state of intoxication during most of the 
tiane his forces lay before the fort. 

Thus ended the siege of Fort Schuyler, and a cam- 
]>aign whicli, at the commencement, threatened the val- 
ley of the Mohawk with conquest and devastation. 

On the 24th of August, Gen. Arnold arrived, to the 
great joy of the garrison. 

The fury and cruelty of the Indians and Tories may 
be learned from the following affidavit, the original of 
which is now in the office of the Secretary of State, 
The high standing of Dr. Younglove, who died a few 
years since in the city of Hudson, is a sufficient voucher 
for its truth. The compiler has seen several persons to 
whom the same facta were commiuiicated by him in his 
lifetime. 

"Moses Younglove,' surgeon of General Herkimer's 
• See Appendix— Note E, 
13 
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brigade of militia, depjseth and saith, that being in the 
b:ittle of said militia, above Oriekaiiy, on the 6th of 
August last, toward the close of said battle be euiren- 
dered himself a prisoner to a savage, who immediately 
gave him up to a serge.int of Sir John Johnson's 
regiment ; bood after which, a lientenaut iu the ludian 
department came up, in company with several other 
Tories, when aaid Mr. Grinnis by name, drew his toma- 
hawk at this deponent, and with deal of persuasion was 
hardly prevailed on to spare his life. He then plundered 
him of his watch, buckles, spurs, &.a., and other Tories 
following his example, stripped him almost naked, with 
B great many threats, while they were stripping and 
massftoreing prisoners on every side. That this depo- 
nent, on being brought before Mr. Butler, senior, who 
demanded of him what he was fighting for ; to which 
thifi deponent answered, 'he fought for the liberty that 
God and nature gave him, and to defend himself and 
dearest connections from the massacre of savages.' To 
which Butler replied, 'you are a damned impudent rebel ;' 
and so saying, immediately turned to the savages, en- 
couraging them to kill him, and if thay did not, the de- 
ponent and the other prisoners should be hanged on a 
gallows then preparing. That several prisoners were 
then taken forward towards the enemy's head- quarters, 
with frequent scenes of horror and massacre, in which 
Tories were active as well as savages ; and in particular, 
one Davis, formerly known in Tryon County, on the 
Mohawk Biver. That Lieut Singleton, of Sir John 
Johnson's regiment, being wounded, entreated the sav- 
ages to kill the prisoners ; which they accordingly did, 
as nigh as this deponent can judge, about sis or seven. 
"That Isaac Paris, Esq., was also taken the same road 
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without receiving from tliem any remarkable inetUt ex- 
cept Btripping, until some Tories came up, who kicked 
and abused him, after which the eavagcH, thinldng hJTn 
a notable offender, murdered him bflrbarouely. That 
those of the prisoners who were delivered up to the 
pro-voat guards, were kept without victuals for many 
dayR, and had neither clothes, blankets, shelter nor fire, 
while the guards were ordered not to use any violence 
in protecting the prisoners from the savages, who came 
every day in large companies with knives, feeling of the 
prisoners, to know who were fattest. That they dragged 
one of the prisoners out of the guard with the most 
lamentable cries ; turtured him for a long time, and this 
deponent was informed by both Tories and Indians, that 
they ate him, as appeoi-s they did another on an island 
in Lake Ontario, by bones found there nearly picked, 
just after they had crossed the lake with the prisoners. 
That the prisoners who were not dehvered up, were 
murdered in considerable numbers from day to day 
round the camp, some of them so nigh that their shrieks 
were heard. That Capt. Martin, of the batteaus-men, 
was delivered to the Indians at Oswego, on pretense of 
his having kept back some useful intelhgence. That 
this deponent diuing his imprisonment, and his fellows, 
were kept almost starved for provisions, and wliat they 
drew were of the worst kind, such as spoiled flour, bis- 
cuit full of maggots and mouldy, and no soap allowed, 
or other method of keeping clean, and were insulted, 
struck, &c., without mercy by the guards, without any 
provocation given. That this deponent was informed by 
several sergeants orderly on Gen. St. Leger, that twenty 
dollars were offered in general orders for every American 
scalp. Moses Yotjnglove. 

JoBH Babclay, Chaimiatt of Albany Cotnmiltee." 
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Col. Ganaevoort, in a letter under date of July 29th. 
confirms tbe etatement, that St Leger had offered 
twenty dollars for every AmericEm scalp. Small pnrtieii 
of Indians were then lurking around. A few days be- 
fore, he adds, a firing was heard in the woods about five 
hundred yards from the fort. On Ballying out, it was 
found that the Indians had fired upon three young girls 
who were engaged picking berries. Two of them were 
killed and ecalped, and the third made her escape, 
wounded by two balls shot through her shoulder. Tbe 
foregoing statements need no comment. The men who 
employed such instruments, and who stimulated them by 
promises and rewards, have received the just execration 
of an indignant people. I shall leave it to the reader to 
compare theii' conduct with their professions. 

The retreat of St. Leger, with the euceess of the 
American arms at Bennington, restored hope and ani- 
mation. Tryon County, smiling through her tears, 
obeyed witli alacrity the call to reinforce Gen. Gates in 
the month of September foil owing. Hermilitia moimted 
on horseback, some without saddles, others without 
bridles, sallied forth. If as uncouth in appearance, they 
were equally as zealous as the Knight of La Mancha. 
Large reinforcements of eastern militia having come on, 
the Tryon County militia were directed to return home 
before the surrender. The splendid victory over Bur- 
goyne at Saratoga, with the surrender of his whole army, 
produced feelings of joy in the bosom of the Americana 
as deep and pervading as bod been those of their des- 
pondency. Counting upon that success, many a hope 
was entertained, and many a prayer put up, that a speedy 
termination would be put to the imhappy war in which 
they were engaged. 
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It is not our pro\Tuee to mqiiire into the policy or 
propriety of the ehaiige of conimMiderB of tbe northern 
army. Gen Schuyler* was always a favorite with the 
inhabitants of New York. Those few survivors, who 
httve come down to us, the relics of his day, still cherish 
liis name in gruteful remembrance. Tryon County owed 
much to his vigilance ivnd attention. Ho rejoiced with 
her when she rejoiced, and wept with her when she 
wept. Alive to her exposed situation, he was always 
ready to afford relief, so far as it could be done consis- 
tently. The following is the conclusion of one of his 
letters to tho committee on this subject, under date of 
July the 4th, 1777. 

"I entretit you to keep up the spirits of the people ; 
encourage them to step forth with alacrity whenever 
they may be called upon, and our enemies will be baffled 
in their attempts ; and do not suppose that the United 
States of America will not afford you protection. I am 
sure I have always been ready and willing to afford every 
protection In my power, and hitherto it has been effectual, 
for no mischief worth mentioning has as yet been perpe- 
trated in any part of your county, and yon may depend 
upon it that upon no necessary occasion will yon be left 
without proper support. May God keep you in his pro- 
tection, is the sincere wish of, gentlemen. 

Your friend and humble servant, 

Philip ScKnTLES." 

The Baroness De Tteidesel, whose husband acted a 
conspicuous part under Burgoyne, bears the following 
testimony to his character, which I trust I shall be ex- 
cused for inserting. After the surrender of Burgoyne, 

• See Appeaiili— Note G. 
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she was invited by Gen. Schuyler to spend some time in 
his family ; Gen. Burgoyne was also a guest. 

Some days after this we arrived at Albany, where we 
so often wished ourselves ; but we did not enter it as we 
expected we should, victors ; we were received by the 
good G^n. Schuyler, his wife and daughters, not as ene- 
mies, but kind friends, and they treated us with the 
most marked attention and politeness, as they did G^n. 
Burgoyne, who had caused Gen. Schuyler's beautifully 
finished house to be burnt In fact, they behaved like 
persons of exalted minds, who determined to bury all 
recollections of their own injuries in the contemplation 
of our misfortunes." G^n. Burgoyne was struck with 
Gten. Schuyler s generosity, and said to him, "You show 
me great kindness, although I have done you much in- 
jury." 'That was the fate of war," replied the brave 
man ; 'let us say no more about it." 
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*'S«<1 was tlie year : liy |)roud oppression driven, 

When transallaiitic Llbeny arose; 

Ji'iit [n I lip sUDBhine and tlie Hmile of lieaveo, 

But wrapt in wUirlwinda and begirt wUii woes ; 

Aniidai ibe atrifeof fratricidal foes 

Hit iinghl alnr was the tight of burning plain, 

Her baptiaiu is Ihc weiglit of blood (bat flowa 

From kiadred beiirta- llie blood of British veioa ; 

And f&nuDe Ii-acbe iier Mepa and peetilentiai paian." 

It hits been mentioned in a preceding chapter, that 
the inhabitanta of Cherry VjiUej nigned the aasociation 
early in the summer of 1775. Their committee met with 
the committee of the coimtj, and were connected with 
the traDHactions of that snmmer. It was stated in the 
account which has been given of the early settlement of 
Cherry Valley, that its inhabitants were very strict in 
their observances. The following letter was written by 
the committee, and is in coofirmatioQ of that statement: 
Cherry Valley, June 9(A, 1775, 

"S1K8,— "We received youre of yesterday, relative to 
the meeting of the committee on Sunday, which sur^ 
prised us not a Uttle, inasmuch as it seems not to be on 
any alarming circumstance ; which, if it wae, we should 
readily attend. But as that does not appear to us to be 
the case, we think it in very improper ; for unless the 
aeoessity of the committee sitting superesceed the duties 
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to be performed in attending the public worship of Gud. 
we think it ought to be put off till another day ; and 
therefore we conclude not to give our attendance at this 
time, imlesB you adjourn the sitting of tlie committee 
till Monday morning ; and in that case, we will give our 
attendance an early as you please. But otherwise, we 
do not allow ouTBelvea to be cut short of attending on 
the public worship ; except the case be eo nocessitons an 
to exceed sacrifice. We conclude with wishing success 
to the common cause, and subscribe ourselves the free- 
bom sons of liberty. John Moore, 

Samuel Clyde. 
Sauucl Campbell. 

"If you proceed to bit on the Sabbath, please to read 
thie letter to the committee, which we think will suffici- 
ently assign our reasons for not attending," 

This letter was sent to the county committee. 

During the early part of the summer of 1776, Capt. 
Robert M'Kean of Cherry Valley raised a company of 
rangers, who were stationed at that place. As this set- 
tlement was the principal one to the south of the Mo- 
hawk, it was much exposed to incursions of the Indians 
in that direction. The Indians had their paths from 
Oquago along up the main streams flowing into the 
eastern branch of the Susquehanna. From thence they 
passed through the low indentations to the Mohawk. 
One of these passes was through Cherry Valley. Every 
movement of the Indians about Oquago was calculated, 
therefore, to excite their fears. Orders having been 
given for the removal of Capt WTKean's company, the 
following letter was written to the committee, in the 
name of the inhabitants, by the Eev. Mr. Dunlop, under 
date of June 3d, 1776. 
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"Sirs, — "We, the mhabitante of Cherry Valley, being 
Msemhled yesterday at a public town -meeting, and 
among other things t-aking the present critical situation 
of affaire into consideraticm, looked upon ourselves, and 
the neighborhood around us, Springfield and Newtown- 
Martin, as a frontier, lying very open and unguarded, 
and very much exposed to the enemy, in case an Indian 
war should break out, or any party of the enemy should 
take it into theii- heads to come down upon ob ; and that 
it woiild be absolutely necessary to have a party of men 
stationed here among us, in order to keep a sharp look- 
out, and to scout all around our frontiers ; lest nt any 
time we be taken by surprise. And therefore, have 
appointed me to write to you, to lay this matter warmly 
before the committee, and earnestly to impress them 
with the absolute necessity of the thing, and to beg of 
them, that if Capt, M'Kean and his company be removed 
from this place, that they would be pleased to send some 
others in his stead .- that we may not he altogether naked 
and exposed to the assaidts of the enemy." 

The committee not being able to comply with this 
request, on the Ist of July several of the inhabitants 
drew up and signed the following petition : 

'•To the honorable members of the Provincial Con- 
gress of New York — 

"The humble petition of the inhabitants of Cherry 
Valley, Newtown-Martin, and Springfield, in the county 
of Tryon, humbly showeth : 

"That we, the aforesaid inhabitants, from the most 

authentic intelligence we have received from oar mis- 

fiiunaries and Indian friends, learn that we are in immi 

nent danger of being cut off by the savages, oiir ene- 

14 
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mies, whom we understand are bribed by Sir John John- 
son and Col. Butler to execute the same. 

"Know also, honorable gentlemen, that the spirit of 
our inhabitants has been such for the American cause, 
that oTit of the small and scattered boands of Cherry 
Valley and Newtown-Martin, no less than thirty-three 
have turned out for immediate service, and good of their 
country, and thereby left us in a defenseless condition. 

"We therefore, your hiuuble petitioners, humbly pray 
you would forthwith take this, our deplorable and dis- 
tressed state and condition, under your immediate con- 
sideration, and meditate some speedy relief for us, be- 
fore it be too late ; especially, as the inhabitants of the 
Old England district, and Unadilla. are daily flying in to 
our settlement, so that we shall immediately, in all ap- 
pearance, become an open, defenseless, and unguarded 
frontier, and very much exposed to the insults of the 
enemy, especially scalping parties : and are at pres- 
ent without either ammunition or men, any way suf- 
ficient to defend ourselves; and unless you, gentle- 
men, that ciu help us, will help us, by sending ammu- 
nition to the inhabitants, and a sufficient number of men, 
such as you may think proper, to girnrd oiu" frontiers, 
we muflt expect to fall victims to the rage and ftiry of 
our merciless enemies. And, therefore, must once more 
beg you may take this our deplorable circumstances 
under your consideration, and send us immediate relief, 
and your petitioners shall ever pray.'" 

This petition was signed by Samuel Diinlop, Samuel 
Campbell, James Scott, Robert Wells, James Richey, 
James Moore, Samuel Clyde. Theii' request was now 
granted, and a company of rangers under Capt. Winn 
was ordered here. 
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Those persons who had lield commiHeions, or nlio 
were exempt from military duty in coDsequence of being 
above 60 years of age, formed themselves into & com- 
pany to protect themselves and families. The spirit of 
disafiectioD found its way into this settlement, and sever- 
al went to the enemy during the campaign of 1777. No 
fortification had yet been erected. Brant, during the 
summer of 1777, had collected a considerable niunber of 
warriors at Oquago. His visit to Dnadilla. us before 
stated, escited the fears of the inhabitants, and they 
deemed it necessary that some mure efficient steps should 
be taken, to prepare for a defense, in case tliey should 
be attacked. The house of CoL Samuel Campbell, be- 
ing the largest, and situated on elevated ground, was 
selected as the best place for a fortification. A rude 
emb^ikmont of logs and earth was thrown up, enclosing 
the house and two large bams. The inhabitants of the 
Burrounding country assembled there, carrying with 
them Buch of their effects as were most valuable. The 
doors were doubled, strong window-shutters were prc- 
vided, and the whole rendered bullet proof. Two small 
block houses were erected within the enclosure. Mili- 
tary law was enforced, and no person was suffered to 
come into, or leave the settlement, without permission. 
They remained in this situation during moat of the sum- 
mer, and in the fall returned to their respective habita 
tioua. They obeyed the call of Gen. Herkimer, but, be- 
ing detained, did nut arrive until after the action. Lieut. 
Col. Campbell, and Major, afterward Col. Clyde, were 
the only persons from Cherry Valley in the battle of 
Oriskanj- They were nest in command to Col. Cox, 
and at the close of that unfortunate contest led ofif the 
remains of his brave regiment. 
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In the Bpring of 1778, when Gen La Fayette was at 
Jnimstown. Col. Campbell ajicl Mr Wilson waited upon 
him, and represented the exposed situation of Cherry 
Valley. After esftmining its location on a map which 
they furnished him, he directed a fort to be built there. 
It was considered an object of great importance to keep 
the inhabitants of the frontiers at their homes, as by 
muring in they would necessarily create great confusion, 
and would eipose to sudden inroads of the enemy places 
of great importunce. For this reason, small forte were 
erected, and military posts were maintained along the 
frontier, wherever it was found practicable. 

A fort was subsequently erected, in pursuance of the 
directions of Glen. La Fayette. Early in the spring, the 
inhabitants returned to their old quarters, where they 
remained until it was completed. Many of the inhabi- 
tants of Unadilla and other towns came in. As all the 
exercises and sports were of a, military nature, the 
younger boys, in imitation of their elders, formed them- 
selves into a company. Those who were acquainted with 
military evolutions, instructed them. Armed with wood- 
en guns, they paraded with all the pride of soldiers. It 
was a fine pleasant morning, towai'd the latter part of 
May, that the&e miniature soldiers sullied oiit, and paraded 
upon the green east of the house. That morning. Brant. 
having come up from Oquago with a party of his men, 
had posted them upon the hill about a mile farther east : 
and concealed by the thick woods which covered it, was 
looking down upon the little fortification. His inten- 
tion, as afterwards explained by a Tory who accompanied 
him, was to make an attack the following night, and 
either to kill, or carry away prisoners, some of the prin- 
cipal persons, and especially the committee. This sagac- 
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ions warrior was deceived when he aaw this little com- 
pany of boys. Looking down from an elevation, and 
the view being obBtructed by the trees, he supposed 
them to be men. Turning round to his followers he re- 
marked — "Col. Campbell has got hie house well guard- 
ed, I perceive." During the day. he ascertained that the 
inhabitants were in garrison, but that no militia or sol- 
diers from abroad were there. Wishing to gain definite 
information, as to the force, and the preijarations for de- 
fense, he moved his party to a place near the main road 
leading to the Mohawk River, about two miles to the 
north. Here he lay in wait behind a large rock. 

A short distance from this, the road woimd along near 
the top of a ledge of rocks, forming a precipice a hun- 
dred and fifty feet high. It was shaded by evergreens, 
and was dark even at mid-day. Its wildnesa was in- 
creased by the dashing of a small stream which fell over 
this pretripioe, called by the Indians the falls of the Tek- 
aharawa. That day, Lieut. Wormwood came up from 
the Mohawk River, and informed the garrison that Col. 
Klock would arrive the nest tlay, with a part of his regi- 
ment of militia. It was almost night when he started to 
return, accompanied by Peter Sitz, the bearer of some 
dispatches. Throwing down hi« portmanteau, he mount- 
ed his horse, saying he should not need it until his re- 
turn on the morrow, with his company. The fine pei^ 
souol appearance of this young officer, who was clad in 
a rich suit of ash-colored i-elvet, attracted much atten- 
tion during his stay ; and many persons remained at the 
door, looking at the horsemen until they were hid by 
the hill over which they passed. The clattering of hoofs 
had scarcely died away upon the ear, when the report of 
a volley of musketry was heard. Soon after. Worm- 
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wood's horse retmiied ; the saddle was covered with 
blood, which excited fears as to his fate but too well 
founded. A party went out that evening, but could 
make no discoverieB. The nest morning the body waa 
found behind the rock before mentioned. They had 
arrived neartbe rock, when they were hailed, and ordered 
to stop. Disregarding the order, they put spurs to 
their horses, and endeavored to pass. The Indians im- 
mediately fired ; Wormwood was wounded, and fell from 
his horse, when Brant, rushing out, tomahawked him 
with his own hand. They had been personal friends 
before the war, and Brant is said to have lamented his 
death ; at the time he supposed him to be a continental 
officer. Sitz'a horse was killed, and he himself token 
prisoner. The dispatches which he carried were double. 
He had presence of mind to destroy the paper contain- 
ing the true account of the garrison, and to give Bnmt 
the other. Brant retired without doing any other injui-y. 
The next day. Col. KJock arrived, and the father of 
Wormwood, who had been immediately apprised of the 
death of bis son. He was a wealthy man, hving in Pal- 
atine district, and this was his only son. Hie feelings, 
as he bent over the dead and multilated body, were ex- 
cruciating; and when, in the agony of his soul, he cried 
out, "Brant, cruel, cruel Brant'." tears started in many 
an eye which scarcely knew how to weep. 

On account of their exposure to sudden attacks of 
scalping parties, the inhabitants joined together and 
went round over the different farms ; some stood as sen - 
tinels, while others labored. This course was not pecu- 
liar to this place ; it was adopted along the whole fron- 
tier. Wilham M'Kown, then a lad of about fourteen 
years of age, related the following interview, which he 
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had tliis summer with Brant. Contrary to cuetora, ho 
was sent out alone, to cure some hay. ^Vhile eng.iged 
in fiiking, he heard some one waUdug behind him, and 
turning rjimd, perceived an Indian very near him. He 
raised hie rake to defend himself, when the In<liant 
addreHsing him in Englieh, said, "Do not be afraid, young 
man. I shall ,not hurt yon." He then inquired where 
Mr. Foster (a Tory) lived. Having directed him, 
M'Kown inquired if he knew him ; to which the Indian 
replied, "I lun partially acquitinted with him, having once 
seen him at the Halfway Creek" (meaning Bowman's 
Creek, half-way between Cherry Valley and the Mohawk 
River.) The Indian then inquired of M'Kown his name. 
"You are a son of Mr. irKown, who lives in the north- 
east part of the town, I suppose ; I know your father 
very well ; he lives neighbor to Capt. M'Kean. I know 
M'Eean very well, and a line fellow he is, too." Thia 
free, familiar conversation induced M'Kown to inquire 
of the Indian his name. After a moment's hesitation, 
he answered, "My name is Brant." "What! Captain 
Brant?" "No, I am a cousin of his." An arch smile 
played over his dark features, as he gave this reply ; then 
turning, he directed his course toward Foster's. It wa* 
Joseph Brunt himself, who afterward gave the same ac- 
count M'Kown immediately informed the garrison, and 
a party went directly to Foster's ; hut he was not there, 
and Foster denied having seen him. 

In June uf this summer. Brant came up with a party, 
and burned Springfield, carrying away several prisoners. 
He collected together the wonien and children into one 
house, and there left them uninjured — on example which 
was not always followed by bis allies. About the same 
time, it was reported that he was fortifying at Uoadilla, 



J 



112 ANSALS OF 

and that great nnmbere of Indiitne and Tories were col- 
lecting' around him. A reward was offered to any per- 
son or pei-Bons who would gaiii any satiafaetory informa- 
tion relative to hie proceedings there. Capt AfKean, 
who was at this time in Cherry Valley, offered to go as a 
volunteer, provided he Bbonld lie accompanied by five 
others. The complement was soon made up. They ar- 
rived the first night at the hoiiBe of a Mr. Sleeper, a 
Quaker, who Uved in the town of Laurens, a distance of 
8ome twenty-five miles from Cherry Valley. Sleeper in- 
formed them that Brant had been at his house that day 
with fi-fty men. and would return there that night. He 
advised them to leave, as they would be killeil or taken 
in the event of his return. M'Kean looked round upon 
thehouse with theeye of a soldier; observing that it was 
built strong, and of logs, he remarked- — "your house, 
friend Sleeper, shall be my fort to-night ; I have with 
me five good marksmen, and I am not myself deficient 
in that qualification of asoldier." Sleeper remonstrated, 
saying, "he wished to remain neutral ; that he would be 
involved in difficiilty, and in the end would lose his prop- 
erty, probably his life." M'Eean finally withdrew, and 
took possession of a vacant house a mile or two distant. 
It was on this, or another scout a short time afterward, 
that M'Eean wrote a letter to Brant, and fastening it in 
a stick, placed the stick in on Indian path. He blamed 
him for bis predatory warfare, and challenged him to 
meet him, either in single combat, or with an equal num- 
ber of men, adding, that if he would come to Cherry 
Valley, and have a fair fight, they woiild change him 
from a Brant into a Goonfi. He received this challenge. 
as appears by a letter written soon after to Parcifer Carr, 
a Tory, living in Edmestou. The following is an exact 
traikficript of it ; 
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^'Tunadilfa, July 9ih, 1778. 

"Sib, — "I underBtand by the Indians that was at your 
house last week, that one Smith lives near with you, has 
little more com to spare. I should be much obliged to 
you, if you would be so kind as to try to get as much 
com as Smith can spare ; he has sent me five skipples 
already, of which I am much obliged to him, and will 
see him paid, and would be very glad if you could spare 
one or two your men to join us, especially Elias. I 
would be glad to see him, and I wish you could sent me 
as many guns you have, as I know you have no use for 
them, if you any ; as I mean now to fight the cruel rebels 
as well as I can : whatever you will be able to sent'd me, 
you must sent'd by the bearer. 

I am your sincere friend and humble ser't, 

7b Jttr. Cair. Joseph Brant. 

*'P. S. I heard that Cherry Valley people is very bold 
and intended to make nothing of us ; they call us wild 
geese, but I know the contrary. "Jos. B." 

M'Kean returned along the Susquehanna River, hav- 
ing succeeded in taking two prisoners. He was pursued 
by the Indians, and narrowly escaped being taken. When 
he returned to Cherry Valley, Capt. Ballard had arrived 
with a detachment of 100 men, being a part of Col. Al> 
den's continental regiment. Col. Alden arrived a day or 
two after with the remainder of the regiment. Stockades 
had been placed around the church by the militia and 
rangers. Col. Alden immediately took possession of his 
little fortress. This was an eastern regiment, and few 
of the officers or soldiers were conversant with the In- 
dian mode of fighting. Col. Gknsevoort solicited this 
post when Col. Alden was ordered here ; at the head of 
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the brave regiment he commandetl ftt Fort Schuyler, he 
woulil doubtless have given the enemy a different recep- 
tion on the Hth of November following. 

It WiiB in Jtily of this year, that Col. John Butler and 
Brant, at the head of 800 Indians and rangers, made an 
incursion into the beautiful valley of Wyoming, and 
ravaged and kid waste its Nourishing settlements. A. 
great number of the inhabitants were killed, and the 
most wanton acts of barbarity were committed.* The 
destruction of Wyoming produced a thrill through all 
the States, and especially along the frontiers similarly 
esposed. Butler returned to Niagara, and Brant to his 
stations about Unadilla and Oquago. Brant continued 
about the branches of the Susquehanna until fall. Early 
in October, Mi". Dean, the Indian interpreter and agent, 
wrote Major Robert Cochran commanding at Fort 
Schuyler, the following letter : 

"As the Seneca chief, called the Great Tree, who waa 
all the summer past with General Washington, returned 
through Oneida, he gave oiu' friends there the most sol- 
emn assui'ances, that upon his aiTival in his country he 
would exert his utmost influence to dispose his tribe to 
peace and friendship with the United States, and that 
should his attempts prove unsuccessful he would imme- 
diately leave his nation and join the Oneidas with his 
friends and adherents. A long time having elapsed 
without hearing from the Great Tree, the Oneidas, a 
few days since, despatched a runner to him , desiring an 
account of his success. The express returned yester- 
day with the follovring intelligence, which the sachems 
immediately forwarded to me by three of their warriors, 
namely : that upon his arrival in the Seneca country he 
* See Appeniiix— Nolo II. 
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" found that whole people in armR, ami the two villages, 
Kanadiiseago and Jenneeeee, where he watt, crowded with 
theii- warriors, who were all collected from the remote 
BettlementB, That upon the Great Tree's first arrival, 
appeoranc^H seemed to promise bim succefia, but that a 
rumor being circulated that the Americana were about 
to invade them, they had all flown to anue. The Great 
Tree was there, and determined to phaatise the enemy 
that dared presume to think of penetrating their 
country. 

"That they are to be joined by all the Indians aa far 
as the Onondagas, a small party of which tribe has gone 
to meet them, and likewise by those of the several set- 
tlements upon the branches of the .Susquehanna. That 
the Senecas were to march the 8th. and the others the 
9th instant. That the whole party were to rendezvous 
at Kauakals, a place situated on that branch of the Sus- 
quehanna called Tioga Brunch, and from thence were to 
proceed against the frontiers of Pennsylvania or the 
Jerseys ; our Oneida friends rely on the authenticity of 
the above intelligence, and beg that it may not be neg- 
lected." 

On the 6th of November, the following letter was 
Bent from Fort Schuyler to Col. Alden ; 

"SiB,^"We were just now informed by an Oneida In- 
dian, that j'eaterday an Onondaga Indian arrived at their 
castle from one of the branches of the Susquehanna, 
called the TiogiL That he was present at a great meet- 
ing of Indians and Tories at that place, and their result 
was, to attack Cherry VaUey. and tliat young Butler 
was to head the Tories. I send you this information 
that you may be on your guard. " 
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To this letter Col. Alden returned the following 
answer : 

Cherry Valley, Nov. Sth, 1778 
"Sirs, — "Received yours of the 6th inst. by express, 
informing me of the intelligence you obtained by one of 
the Oneida Indians of a large body of the enemy who 
were collected on the Susquehanna, and were destined 
to attack this place. I am much obliged to you for your 
information, and am. 

Sir, your very humble serv't, 

IcHABOD Alden. 

"P. S. Gen. Hand is now here ; arrived at this place 
the day before yesterday ; will return soon to Albany." 

Capt Walter Butler, son of Col. John Butler, who 
went to Canada in 1775 with Guy Johnson, returned 
early in this summer to Tryon County, where he was 
taken prisoner and confined in Albany gaol. Being sick, 
or pretending to be so, he was removed to a private 
house in the city, and a sentinel was placed over him. 
In conjunction with the family, who were secretly disaf- 
fected, he succeeded in intoxicating the sentinel. A 
horse was provided for him, and he escaped and went to 
Niagara and joined his father. He here procured from 
him the command of a part of his regiment, called "But- 
ler Rangers," together with permission to employ the 
forces under Brant. Although it was late in the season, 
he determined to make an incursion into the county, to 
avenge the wrongs which he supposed himself to have 
suffered by his imprisonment.* On his way he met 
Brant, who was returning to winter quarters at Niagara. 

* It was through his agency, doubtless, thai the Senecas were 
rouaed up, as dewUed in the letter of Mr. Dean. 
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Braat was displeased in being thue placed tmder Walter 
Butler, but wan finallj prevailed on to return with him. 
Their unitei forces were five hundred Indians and two 
hundred Rangers. 

The inhabitants, many of whom had left in the sum- 
mer, in consequence of the repeated attacks of the In- 
dians upon the frontiers, had now returned to their 
homes, thinking the season so far advanced that no 
danger need be apprehended. On the information above 
being given to Col. Alden. they requested permiBeion to 
remove into the fort, or at least to deposit their most 
valuable property there. Both requests were denied by 
Col. AJden. He replied, that it would be a temptation 
to his soldiers to plunder ; that the report was probably 
unfounded ; that it was only an Indian story, and that 
he would keep out scouts, who would apprise them in 
season to secure themselves in case of real danger. 
Scouts were accordingly sent out to traverse the country 
in every direction. The scout sent down the Susque- 
hanna, kindled up a lire on the night of the 9th, and all 
very foohshly lay down to sleep. The fire was discovered 
by the enemy, and a little before daylight on the morn- 
ing of the loth, they were all surrounded and taken. 

On the night of the 10th, the enemy encamped on 
the top of a hill thickly covered with evergreens, about 
a mile southwest from the fort. On the morning of the 
11th, the enemy moved from his encampment toward 
the fort. They had learned from the scout which they 
had taken, that the officers of the garrison lodged in 
different private houses out of the fort i their forces 
were so disposed that a party should surround every 
house in which an officer lodged nearly at the same time, 
whils the main body would attack the fort During tb« 
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night the snow /ell several inches. In the momiDg it 
turned to rain, and the atmoephere was thick and hazy. 
The whole settlement thought themselve'* secure. The 
assurances of Col. Alden had in a considerable degree 
quieted their fears. Everything favored the approach 
of the enemy undiscovered- Col. AJden and Lieut. Col. 
Stacia, with a small guard, lodged at Mr. Wells's. A 
Mr. Hamble was coming up that morning from his house 
several nines below, on horseback : when a short dis- 
tance from Mr. Wells's house he was fired upon and 
wonnded by the Indians. He rode in great haste to in- 
form Col. Alden of their approach, and then hastened to 
the fort. Still incredulous, and believing them to be 
only a straggling party, he ordered the guard to be 
called in. The delay of a few minutes gave the Indians 
time to arrive. The Rangers had stopped to examine 
their firelocks, the powder in which had been wet with 
the rain. The Indians, improving this opportunity, 
rushed by. The advance body was composed princi- 
pally of Senecas, at that time the wildest and moat fero- 
cious of the Six Nations. Col. Alden made Ms escape 
from the house, and was pursued down the hill toward 
the fort by an Indian ; when challenged to siUTender, he 
peremptorily refused so to do ; several times he tiuned 
round and snapped his pistol at the Indian : the latter, 
after pursuing some distance, threw Jiis tomahawk and 
struck him on the heitd, and then rushing up, scalped 
him. He thus "was one of the first victims of this most 
criminal neglect of duty." Lieut. Col. Stacia was taken 
prisoner. The guard were all killed or taken. 

The Senecas, who first arrived at the house, with some 
Tories, commenced an indiscriminate massacre of the 
family, and before the Rangers arrived had barbarously 



mm-dered them all, iDcluding Bobert Wells, hia motber 
and wife, and four children, his brother and BiBter, John 
and Jane, with three domestics. Of this interesting 
and excellent family, not one escaped, except the late 
John Wells of New York city. His father had left him 
in Schenectady the previous summer with an aunt, that 
he might attend the grammar school there. He might 
almost have esclairaed with Logan, that nut a drop of 
his bloLid ran in the veins of any human being : or, as it 
has been beautifully expressed by an eminent English 
poet — 

'I'licy "left of nil my tribe 
Nor man, nor cbild, niir tUings oC living birtb. 
No 1 noi ihe d' 15, that wnlphod uiy bnusehold bGirth. 
Iia«^)ed- thiit mora' of blood upon our pMoi 
All perished 1 I alone am left on earth 1 
To wbom nor relative nor blond remainB, 
No I not a kindred drop thut runs In buman ytdos." 

A Tory boasted that he killed Mr. Wells while at 
prayer. The melancholy fate of Jane Wells deserves a 
more particular notice. She was a young lady, not dia- 
tinguished for her personal beauty, but endeared to her 
friends by her amiable disposition, and her Christian 
charities ; one "in whom the friendless found a friend," 
and to whom the poor would always say, ''Ood speed 
thee." She fled from the bouse to a pile of wood near 
by, behind which she endeavored to screen herself. Here 
she was pursued by an Indian, who, as he approached, 
deliberately wiped liis bloody knife upon his leggins, 
and then placed it in its sheath ; then drawing his tom- 
ahawk, he seized her by the arm ; she possessed some 
knowledge of the Indian language, and remonstrated, 
and supplicated, though in vain. Peter Smith, a Tory, 
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who had formerly been a domeBtic in Mr. Wells's family, 
now inteiposed, saying she was his aiater, and desiring 
him to Hpare her life. He shook his tomahawk at him 
in defiance, and then, turning round, with one blow 
smote her to the earth. John Wells, Esq., at this time 
deceased, and the father of Robert Wells, had been one 
of the judges of the courts of Tryon County ; in that 
capacity, and as one of the justiceR of the quorum, he 
had been on intimate terms with Sir William Juhnson 
and family, who frequently visited at his house, and also 
with Col. John Butler, likewise a judge. The family 
were not active either for or against the country ; they 
wished to remain neutral, so far as they could, in such 
turbulent times ; they always performed mihtary duty, 
when called out to defend the country. Col. John But- 
ler, in a oonversation relative to them, remarked: "I 
would have gone miles on my hands and knees to have 
saved that family, and why my son did not do it God 
only knows." 

Another party of Indians surrounded the house of 
the Rev. Samuel Dunlop, whom we have frequently hod 
occasion to mention as the pioneer in education in west- 
em New York. His wife was immediately killed. The 
old gentleman and his daughter were preserved by Lit- 
tle Aaron, a chief of the Oquago branch of the Mohawks. 
Mrs. Wells was also a daughter of Mr. Dunlop ; Little 
Aaron led him out from the house, tottering with age, 
and stood beside him to protect him. An Indian pass- 
ing by pulled his hat from his head, and ran away with 
it ; the chief pursued him. and regained it : on his re- 
turn, another Indian had carried away liis wig ; the rain 
was falling upon his bare head, while his whole system 
shook Hke an ^pen, under the combined influence of 
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age. fear, ami cold. He was released a few dnyR after ; 
but the shock waji too violent ; he died about a year 
after ; his death was hastened by hia luiaf or tunes, 
though he could have borne up but a few years longer 
under the increasing iufirmitieB of old age. 

A Mr. Mitchell, who was in his field, beheld a party 
of Indians approaching ; he could not gain his house, 
and was obliged to flee to the woods. Here be evaded 
pursuit and escaped. A melancholy spectacle presented 
itself on his return ; it was the coqjses of his wife and 
four children. Kia house had been plundered and set 
on fire. He extinguished the lire, and by esamination 
found life still existing in one of his children, a little 
girl ten or twelve years of age. He raised her up and 
placed her in the door, and was bending over her when 
he saw another party approaching. He had barely time 
U> hide himself behind a log fence near by, before they 
were at the house. Frtm this hiding-place he beheld 
an infamous Tory, by the name of Newbiiry, extinguish 
the bttle Hpark of life wliicli remained in his child, with 
a single blow of his hatchet. The next day, without a 
single htmian being to assist him, he carried the remains 
of his family down to the fort on a sled, and there the 
soldiers aided him in depositing them in a common grave. 
Retributive justice sometimes follows close upon the 
heels of crime. This Tory was arrested as a spy, the 
following Biunmer, by order of Gen. Jamee Clinton, 
when he lay with his army at Canajoharie. on the 
Mohawk Itiver. Mr. AlitcheU was called to prove this 
act. Ho was found guilty by a coiu't martial, and with 
a companion Buffered an ignominious deatli." 

a Mm. ('Union, 
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The pajtj which surrounled the house of Col. Camp- 
bell, took Mra. Campbell and four children priBonera. 
Mr, Campbell was abHeut from home, but haeteued there 
on the first alarm, which was a cannon fired at the fort. 
He arrived only in time to witness the destruction of 
hia property ; and not even to learn the fate of his fami- 
ly ; their hves were spared, but spared for a long and 
dreadful captivity. 

Many others were killed ; some few escaped to the 
Mohawk River, and the remainder were made prisoners. 
Thirty-two of the inhabitants, principally women and 
children, were killed, and Rtsteen continental soldiers. 
The terror of the scene was increased by the conflagra 
tiun of all the houses and ont houses in the settlement ; 
the bams were many of them filled with hay and grain. 
He who fled to the mountains, saw as he looked back 
the destruction of Ida home, and of that little all which 
he had labored for years to accumulata 

When the enemy approached on the morning of the 
11th, Mrs. Clyde, the wife of Col, Clyde, collecting to- 
gether her children, fied into the woods. Diu*ing that 
day and the following night, she lay with her children, 
one of whom was an infant, gathered around her, and 

''I have nothing ftirllier to aci)uaint you of, except thnt we. ap- 
praheailed a certiiJD IJcut. Henry llnre, aatt a N:r(il. N'ewhury, 
botli of Col. Butlers regiment, wbi> confessi'd that they left the 
>eoeca country with sisty-tliree lD(liaD!i and two white men. which 
[liviiled I hemseWe^ in Ihrc" parlies; oiib party wa-loatlack Scho- 
Iiarie, another parly Cherry Vallny aiid the Mohawk River, and 
the other (larly to Bkulk about Fort Urhuylrr and the upper part 
of the Mohan l( Itivt^r. to take prisoners or s<-ii1pa, I liad tlirm 
iried hy a eenerat court -niarlial fur spieB. who !*eutsnccd them 
both to be nani^l, which was done BCCor(l)ii|r1y at Caiiajoharie, to 
the BAtisfaction of all the inhaUUiDts of that place tliiil were 
friends lo iheir Cfjunrry, as Ihey were known lo be very active in 
ainioiat iill the murders thiit were committed on Xbrnm Iranlieis. 
They were inhabitants ol Tryon Couniy. h»d each a wife and sev- 
en)! children, who catuc lo bl/u ihem and beg their lives." 
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concealed under a large log. As we have before men- 
tioned, it was a cold, rainy dnj, and the utorm continued 
through tlie night. She could hear the yells of the sav 
ages ac they triiunphed in their work of death ; ec'veral 
of them pansed near where hhe lay, and one no near. 
that the butt of bin gun trailed upon the log which 
covered her. At the inttreeBsion of her husband, who 
was in the fort, a party eellied out the futlcwing morn- 
ing, and, ut the ritk of their li-rett, brought her and her 
cbildi'en into the fort ; they wtre drenched with the 
rain, and stiffened witli t]ie cold : but they oil surTived. 
Mre. Clyde, at the time of her flight, had niiesed her 
eldest daughter, about ten years of age, and supposed 
she had gitined the fort : when she arrived at tlie fort 
on the morning of the 12th, this daughter appeared in 
the neighboring field. When she saw the sentinele. who 
had wrapped themselves in blanket*, she supposed them 
to be the Indians, and again fled to the woods : Rho was 
followed and brought back Ui the anxious mother. 
'\^'heu fleeing from the house she had separated from the 
rest of the family, and had lain concealed alone, tmtil 
her appearance in the field. The sufferings of 8ueh a 
child in such a night, thinly clad, alone in the wuods, 
must have been of the most excruciating nature. 

Some generous ai'ts were performed by Brant, which, 
in justice to him, ought to be mentioned. On the day 
of the niassacre, be inquired of some of the prisoners 
where his friend, Capt M'Kean, was. They informed 
h'm that he hod probably gone to tlie Mohawk River 
with his family "He sent me a chaUenge once," said 
Braut ;" "I have now come to accept iL He is a fine 
soldier thus to retreat." They auewered, "Capt M'Kean 
would not turn hie back upon an enemy, when there wa« 



k 



124 AifKALS or 

any probability of success." "I know it ; he is a brave 
min, and I would have given more to have taken him 
than any other man in Cherry Valley, but I would not 
have hurt a hair of his head*" 

In a house which he entered, he found a woman en^ 
gaged in her usual business. "Are you thus engaged, 
while all your neighbors are murdered around you?" 
said Brant. "We are king's people," she replied. "That 
pleji will not avail you to-day. They have murdered 
Mr. Wells's family, who were as dear to me as my own." 
"There is one Joseph Brant ; if he is with the Indians 
he will save us." "I am Joseph Brant ; but I have not 
the command, and I know not that I can save you ; but 
I will do what is in my power." While speaking, sever- 
al Senecas were observed approaching the house. ''Get 
into bed and feign yourself sick," said Brant, hastily. 

When the Senecas came in, he told them there were 
no persons there, but a sick woman and her children, 
and besought them to leave the house ; which, after a 
short conversation, they accordingly did. As soon as 
they were out of sight. Brant went to the end of the 
house, and gave a long shrill yell ; soon after, a small 
band of Mohawks were seen crossing the adjoining field 
with great speed. As they came up, he addressed them 
— **Whei'e is your paint? here, put my mark upon this 
woman and her children." As soon as it was done, he 
added, "You are now probably safe." It may be observed 
here, that this was a general custom ; each tribe had its 
mark, by which they and their prisoners were designated ; 
most of the other prisoners were thus marked. It was 
an evidence that they were taken, or claimed by some 
particular tribe, or individual ; and woe to that person 
upon whom no captor had put his mark I 
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Brant, Jealous of hie cliaraoter, alwayB said, that in 
the coiincilB he bad urged the Indiana to be humane, and 
not to injure the woman and children. Where he had 
the exclusive eonimand, this was in some degree effected. 
Col. Butler alleged, that Brant secretly Incited the In- 
dians in this massacre, in order to Btigmattze hia son, 
irho had aupereeded him in command. Others said that 
he was humane, in order to contrast his own conduct 
with that of Walter Butler. Brant stoutly denied both 
charges, and appealed to his conduct in Springfield and 
other places. 

Whatever may have bean the motives and conduct of 
Brant, it will not wipe away the stain from the character 
of Walter Butler. The night previous to the massacre, 
some of his Rangers, who were acquainted in Cherry 
Valley, requested permission to go secretly into the set- 
tlement, and apprise his and their friends of their ap- 
proach, that they might escape the fury of the Indians. 
This he peremptorily refused, saying, that there were so 
many families connected, that the one would inform the 
others, and all would escape. He thus sacrificed his 
friends, for the sake of punishing his enemies. 

Several attacks were made during the day upon the 
fort, but without success. The Indians were poor troops 
when a fortrsss was to be taken ; besides, the enemy 
had no artillery. They rushed up and fought with con 
siderable courage, but were driven back without much 
loss on either side. Col. Alden's regiment numbered 
between two and three hundred men — a number not 
greut enough to make a succe&sfid sortie against the 
enemy, with a force more than double their own. 

The principal part of the enemy, with the prisoners, 
between thirty and forty, including several ot the officers 
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of the garrisim, encamped the first oigbt in the valley 
about two miles south of the fort. To tlie prisoners it 
■was a night of wretchedness, never to be forgotten. A 
large fire was kindled, around which they were cjllectod, 
with no shelter, not even in most cases an outer gai^ 
ment, to protect them from the Ktorm. There might be 
seen the old and infi rm, and the middle aged of both 
sexes, and ''shivering childhood, houseless but for a 
mother's arms, couehless but for a mother's breast" 
Around them at a short distance on every side, gleamed 
the watch-fires of the savages, who were engaged ill es- 
amining and distributing their plunder, and whose coun- 
tenances wore a stiU more fiend like aspect, as seen in- 
distinctly, through a hazy November atmosphere. Close 
by their encampment, if such it might be called, the 
land rose abruptly into a high hill, thickly studded with 
dark frowning hemlocks. A lurid glare of light from 
the watch-fires below played upon their tops, contrast- 
ing strongly their dark foliage with the naked branches 
of the other forest trees, and renderiug still more ap' 
palling the whoop of some straggling Indian, as it broke 
the silence of the thicket beneath. Along up the valley 
they caught occasional glimpses of the ruins of their 
dwellings, as some sudden gust of wind, or falling tim- 
ber, awoke into new Ufe the decaying flame. An uncer- 
tain fate awaited them. If they augured from the scenes 
which they had that day witnessed, it was death. Their 
minds were filled with fearful forebodings — a secret fear 
which one dare not whisper to his fellow, that they 
might be reserved as the victims for a more deliber- 
ate and dreadful torture. 

The morning broke upon a sleepless group i they did 
not, they could not close their eyes in sleep ; they were 
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eirl; divided into small companiee, and placed under 
different parties of the enemy, and in this manner com- 
meDced their journey down the Cherry Valley Creek. 

On the morning of the second day the prisonerB were 
called together, and it was decided to send hack the 
women and children, a decision which kindled up hope 
and life anew in their bosoms. This was accordingly 
done ; but Mrs. Campbell and her (our children, and 
Mrs. Moore and her childreu, wbuee husbands had been 
active partisans, were retained. It was at the same time 
told to them, that they must accompany their captors to 
the land of the Senecas. 

The first day of their journey, Mrs. Cannon, the 
mother of Mrs. Campbell, being unable to travel, on 
account of her age, was killed by her side, and the same 
Indian drove her along with his uplifted and bloody 
hatchet, threatening her with the same fate if she should 
be unable to proceed on the journey with the speed 
which he required. She carried in her arms a child aged 
eighteen months. The following day she was plaoed 
under the care of an Indian advanced in life, and who, 
during the remainder of the journey, was very humane. 

They passed down the Susquehanna to its junction 
with the Tioga, thence up the Tioga to near ita source, 
and theut^e aeross to the Lead of Seneca Lake, and along 
down the eastern border of the lake to the Indian castle 
and village of Kanodaseago, a few miles from the prea- 
ent floui'ishing and beautiful village of Geneva. The 
whole distance was between two and three hundred 
miles. Here they arrived about the last of November. 
Here all their children were taken from them, not even 
excepting the infant, and given to different families and 
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tribes of Indians. We shall have occasion to continue 
somewhat of their history in a future chapter. 

The day following the massacre— that is, the 12th — a 
party of Indians returned, and prowled about for a short 
time. That day, two hundred militia arrived from the 
Mohawk River, and the straggling parties of Indians 
dispersed. The mangled remains of those who had 
been killed were brought in, and received as decent an 
interment as circumstances would permit. The most 
wanton acts of cruelty had been committed, but the de- 
tail is too horrible, and I will not pursue it further. The 
whole settlement exhibited an aspect of entire and com- 
plete desolation. The cocks crew from the tops of the 
forest trees, and the dogs howled through the fields and 
woods. The inhabitants who escaped, with the prison- 
ers who were set at liberty, abandoned the settlement. 
The garrison was kept until the following summer, when 
the fort was also abandoned, and the regiment joined 
the troops of Gen. James CJlinton,* when on their way 
to join the army of Gen. Sullivan. 

* Gen. James (Jlinton was the father of De Witt i'liiitOD, and 
the reader will find a sketch of his life, with a brief outliDe of the 
Clinton family, in Appendix, being a lectme read by the author 
before the New York Historical Society. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

**But go and rouse your warrioi-s." 

The atrocities of which the Indians were guilty at 
Wyoming, and along the frontiers of New York, drew 
the attention of the Congress and commander-in-chief 
to the situation of that section of country. Major Gen. 
Sidhvan was ordered to march into the Indian territory, 
to waste their settlements and destroy their grain ; thus 
visiting upon them some of the inconveniences and hard- 
ships attendant upon their mode of warfare. The west- 
em and southern parts of New York were the places of 
his destination. 

On the first of May, 1779, the 2d and 4th New York 
regiments left their camp near the Hudson, and, passing 
through Warwarsing, arrived upon the Delaware the 
9tlL They crossed the Delaware, and passed down the 
west side to Easton, at which place their stores were 
collected. From thence they marched toward Wyom- 
ing, where they arrived the 17th of June. The delay 
was occasioned by the great labor required to open a 
road through woods and over an almost impassable 
swamp, extending many miles. Gen. Sullivan arrived 
with the main army on the 24th. On the 31st of July, 
the army left Wyoming for the Indian settlements. The 
stores and artillery were conveyed up the Susquehanna 
in 150 boats. ''The boats formed a beautiful appearance 
as they moved in order from their moorings, and as they 

17 
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passed the fort received a grand salute, which Wad 
returned by the loud cheers of the boatmen. The whole 
scene formed a military display surpassing any which 
had ever been exhibited at Wyoming, and was well cal- 
culated to form a powerful impression upon the minds 
of those lurking parties of savages, which still continued 
to range upon the mountains, from which all their move- 
ments were visible for many miles." On the 11th they 
arrived at Tioga, and encamped in the forks of the river. 
On the 12th a detachment was sent forward to Chemung, 
twelve miles distant, where they were attacked by a body 
of Indians, and lost seven men killed and wounded. 
The next day, having burned the town, they returned to 
Tioga. About a mile and a quarter above the junction 
of the Tioga and Susquehanna, these rivers approach 
each other to within a stone's throw. Here a fort was 
built, called Fort SuUivan, while the army lay on what 
might almost be called the island below. 

In this situation. Gen. Sullivan awaited the arrival of 
Gen. James Clinton. This officer, with the 1st and Sd 
New York regiments, passed up the Mohawk to Canajo- 
harie, where he arrived early in the Spring. An expedi- 
tion was sent out from here by Gen. Clinton against the 
Onondaga Indians. The detachment consisted of six 
companies of New York troops, one of Pennsylvania, 
one of Massachusetts, and one of rifles, amounting in 
the whole to five hundred and four, rank and file. CoL 
Van Schaick of the 1st regiment of the New York line 
had the command, and was accompanied by Lieut Col. 
Willet and Major Cochran, of the 3d regiment They 
rendezvoused at Fort Schuyler, and from thence began 
their march. The whole settlement of the Onondagas, 
confiisting of about fifty houses, and a large quantity of 
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grain, were destroyed. They took 37 prisoners, and 
killed between 20 and 30 warriors. About one hundred 
muskets were taken. On their return, they met a small 
party of Indians, who fired on them, but were soon 
driven back by the corps of riflemen under Lieut. 
Evans. They returned to Fort Schuyler in five days 
and a half from the time of their march from thence ; 
the whole distance going and returning was one hun- 
dred and eighty miles. 

Gen. Clinton commenced opening a road from Cana- 
joharie to the head of Otsego Lake, distant about 20 
miles, and one of the principal sources of the eastern 
branch of the Susquehanna. This was effected with 
great labor ; his boats were carried across on wagons. 
It was midsummer before General Clinton found himself 
with his army and baggage, at the head of the lake, upon 
which he had launched his boats. ThiB is a beautiful 
little lake, about nine miles long, and varies in breadth 
from one to three miles. Its elevation is 1193 feet, and 
it is almost surrounded by high land. The water is 
deep and clear, which is said to be the meaning of its 
Indian name. The scenery from many points is very 
picturesque and wild : 

*'Ta]l rocks and tufted knolls their face 
Could on the dark blue mirror trace/' 

And it has not been unaptly compared to the romantic 
lakes for which Scotland is so much celebrated. At this 
time, save in one or two places, no mark of civilization 
was visible ; and though 

''Each boatman, bending to his oar, 
With measured sweep the burthen bore/' 

they could not but gaze at times with delight upon the 
natural beauties which surrounded them. 
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The outlet of this lake is narrow. Gen. Clinton, hav- 
ing passed his boats through, caused a dam to be thrown 
across. The lake was raised several feet. A party was 
sent forward to clear the river of drift-wood. When 
ready to move, the dam was broken up, and the boats 
glided swiftly down with the current.* 

The few scattered inhabitants along the river below 
fled, not being able to account for the rapid rise of the 
River. At Tioga the water flowed back, up the western 
branch. 

On the 22d day of August this division arrived at 
Tioga, and joined the main army. The whole force now 
under Gen. Sullivan consisted of Generals Hand, Clin- 
ton, Maxwell, and Poor's brigades of infantry, Proctor's 
artillery, and a corps of riflemen ; in all between four 
and five thousand men. 

On the 26th, this army, formidable indeed, if the 
numbers of the enemy be considered, moved from Tio- 
ga, up the river of that name, in excellent order. Their 
progress was necessarily slow, and every precaution was 
taken to guard against surprise. Large flanking parties 
were kept out on each side, and a corps of light troops 
was thrown forward. 

On the 28th they destroyed the settlements and grain 
at Chemung, twelve miles distant from Tioga, and on 
the morning of the 29th, about 10 o'clock, fell in with 
the enemy near Newtown, and a short distance from the 

• The word "Otsecjo" is said by some to be formed from the 
Indian term of salutation, ''O Ss^ ;'' and a large rock is shown 
at the south end of this lake, near which, it is said, in early times, 
the Indians met in eouDcil, and when that term was frequent- 
ly used. By others, it is said to mean **clear, deep water ;** which 
is at least a very appropriate meauing. At the ^south end of this 
lake is situated the beautiful and flourishing village of Coopers- 
town, over whose early history so much interest has been thrown 
by Mr. Cooper, in his tale ot the Pioneers. 
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mouth of Butler's Creek. They were under the Butlere 
and Br&nt, and were in number about six hundred In- 
diana and two hundred Tories. After some reconnoiter- 
ing and eldrmiBhing, the enemy retreated behind their 
breastwork, and made a spirited resistance. They were 
soon driven from their position by the artillery. In the 
mean time Generals Clinton and Poor's brigades £Ied 
off to the rig^ht, and Gen. Hand's light troops to the left, 
to gain the enemy's rear, where the land was high. Had 
this 'been effected, the enemy could not have escaped ; 
but the movement is said to have been discovered by 
Brant, who ordered an immediate retreat Nine Indians 
were left dead upon the field ; their wounded they 
carried off. The Americans lost in killed three ; thirty- 
four were wounded, among whom were Major Tit«omb, 
Capt. Clayes, and Lient. M'CoUey, the latter of whom 
died of his woiinds. Two prisoners were taken, who 
gikve information as to the force of the enemy. 

This was the only stand made by the Indians. When 
it was first announced that an army was marching into 
their country, the Indians laughed at their supposed 
folly, beheving it impossible for a regular army to trav- 
erse the wilderness such a distance, and to drive them 
from their fastnesses. 



The fuUoio'iHg U extrticted fi-om the manuscript Journal 
of an officer. 

''Auff. 29th. This night encamped on the field of 

action. 

30th. Remained on the grotmd ; large detachments 

sent off this morning to destroy the com, beans, &c 
about this place, which was not half destroyed. This 
int off our wounded, heavy artillery, and wag^ 
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ons in boats down the river to Tioga; these boats 
brought forward such stores as could not be loaded on 
pack-horses. This day put on half allowance. 

dlst Decamped at 8 o'clock ; marched over moun- 
tainous ground imtil we arrived at the forks of New- 
town ; there entered on a low bottom ; crossed the Cay- 
uga branch, and encamped on a pine plain — much good 
land about Newtown. Here we left the Tioga branch to 
our left. 

iSept. 1st. Decamped early in the morning ; after 
marching about three miles, entered a swamp eight or 
nine miles across ; roads very bad, and no pasture here. 
The army made a forced march, and arrived that night 
at dark in Catherine's Town. The cattle and most part 
of the pack-horses, together with our brigade (Clinton's) 
lay that night in the swamp, without pack or baggage. 
From this town the enemy seemed to have made a very 
precipitate retreat. 

2d. About 3 o'clock came up with the army at the 
town, and encamped. 

3d. Destroyed it, together with the com, beans, &c , 
and decamped at 8 o'clock in the moruing ; after march- 
ing three miles, fell in on the east side of the Seneca 
Lake. This lake runs north and south, about thirty-six 
miles in length, and between two and three miles across. 
At 2 o'clock passed Apple-tree Town, situated on the 
banks of the lake. This day marched eleven miles over 
high, though level ground, timbered chiefly with white 
oak, and encamped in the woods. 

4th. Marched twelve miles from last encampment ; 
passed several narrow defiles, and encamped in the 
woods beside the lake. This day and yesterday passed 
several corn-fields and scattering houses, which we de- 
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Stroyed aa we passed along. The Cayuga Lake runs the 
same <IirectiuD with this iRke, and is about ten or twelve 
miles distant — land tolerably good. 

5th. Decamped in the morning, and about 12 o'clock 
arrived at Kandaia, a ^e town, lying abont half a mile 
from the lake ; here we found a great plenty of apple- 
trees ; it evidently appears to be an old inhabited town ; 
their bonnes are large and elegant : some beantifully 
painted; their tombs likewise, especially of their chief 
warriors, are beautifully painted boxes, which they build 
over the grave, of planks hewn out of timber. 

6th. Decamped at noon, and marched about three 
miles, when we encamped on the edge of the lake. Laud 
timbered with white and black oak, and very good, the 
ground naturally descending with an easy descent 
towards the lake. 

7th. This day ])asBed the north end or outlet of the 
lake, which is very narrow, and marched through a nar 
row defile about one mile in length ; the lake on our 
left, and a morass through which no one could pass on 
our right. Arrived at sundown at the northwest comer 
of the lake, where we destroyed a town and some com, 
and proceeded on to Kanadaseago, the capital of the 
8enecas, where we arrived at 8 o'clock at night. This 
town lies on a level spot of ground, about one mile and 
a half north from the lake, and consisted of about sixty 
houses, and great plenty of apple and peach trees. The 
enemy, in their retreat from this place, left a white child 
about four years old, and some horses and cows, &c. 

6th. The army employed this day in destroying the 
com, beans, &c. at thie place, of which there was a great 
quantity. The riflemen were detached this morning to 
destroy Kaehanguaah, about eight miles south. Thia 
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morning a captain and 60 men detached to the garrison 
at Tioga with all the eii^k anil lame, and such others as 
could not proceed with ub to Chennessee. 

9th. Marched nine miles. 

10th. Decamped early in the morning, and about 2 
o'clock fell in with a email lake on our left, at the outlet 
of which lies the town of Kanandagua, consibting of 
upwards of twenty houeeB. which we set fire to and de- 
camped. ThiB town, from the appearance of the build- 
ings. BCemB to have been inliabited by white people ; 
Gome houses have very neat chimneyH, which the Indians 
have not, bat build a fire in the centre, around which 
they gather. 

11th. Decamped this morning earlier than usual, to 
reach the nest settlement, Hanneyaye, wheixj we arrived 
in season and enciiuiped. The coimtry from Kanodaaea- 
go, excepting tliis day, ia exceedingly level, and soil very 
good. This day crossed several mountains, betweea 
which lie fine rich valleys. This town lies at the head 
of a small lake, in a fine rich valley, consiBting of 13 or 
14 good houses, and neatly built- Here we likewise 
found a great quantity of corn, beans, &c. 

12th. Decamped this morning at 11 o'clock ; detained 
by a heavy rain ; marched over a rough country ; passed 
another small lake, called Kunyougliejoiigli, and arrived 
within two miles of Adjuton, and encamped in the 
woods. The sick, lame, and some Btores were left with 
a detachment under the conuuand of Capt. Cummings, 
who took post in one of the blockhouses. 

13th. Decamped this morning at 5 o'clock ; marched 
to the town, where we were employed in destroying the 
com, &.C. until noon ; from this place Lieutenant Boyd, 
of the rifle corps, was detached with fifteen or twenty 
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men to reconnoitre the next town, seven miles distant 
Killed and scalped two Indians in tie town. On his re- 
turn, found his retreat cut off, and surrounded by five 
or sis hundred savages ; defended hiranelf until his men 
were all cut off but liimself and one more, when he but 
■rendered ; whom we afterward found in Cbennessee 
castle, tortured in a most cruel manner." He was the 
first prisoner taken by the enemy, although fhey had 
used all their arts to obtain one, in order to leom the 
number and destination of the array. One of the party 
under Lieut. Boyd was Hanyerry. an Oneida Indian, 
who had distinguished himself in the Oriskany battle : 
he exhibited great courage, and being an excellent marks- 
man, did great execution. His conduct had not passed 
imnotieed by the hostile Indians, and now, when in their 
power, he was literally hewn to pieces by them. Lieu 
tenant Boyd was taken before Col. Butler and being 
examined, was, according to Col, Butler's statement, 
sent forward with a guard to Nirgura, when. pBFfing 
through Genesee village, an old Indian nished out and 
tomahawked him. 

'•The same day, 13th, encamped that night at Oat/Une- 
ffteai-ufi/it e, where we found the enemy paraded before 
the town, and seemed determined to tight ua. Clinton's 
brigade filed off to the right to gain the enemy's rear, 
which could not be effected ; but they retreated in a very 
precipitate manner. 

14th. This morning the whole army paraded at gun- 
tiring, which was half-past three in the morning ; lay on 
our arms until sunrise, expecting an attack from the 
enemy. At 6 o'clock detached large parties to destroy 
the com about this place. At 10 the army passed a 
brunch of the Chennessee Biver, and entered on the 
18 
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Cheiinegsee Flats." These flats extended along the 
borders of the Genesee River, ibout twenty miles in 
length, and four in breadth, with a rich soil, producing 
grass aear ten feet high. Scarcely a tree was to be seen 
oyer the whole extent. Modern curiosityand enterprise 
hftd not then rendered familiar the mighty valleys and- 
prairiea of the West ; and officers and soldiers gazed 
alike with snrpnse and admiration upon this garden of 
our State. The army, as it emerged from the woods, 
and aa company after company filed off and formed upon 
the plain, presented a highly animating and imposing 
spectacle. "This river in a high freshet overflows most 
part of this extensive plain, as appears from several 
large trunks of trees scattered on the same. After ford- 
ing the river, raised a considerable hill, timbered chiefly 
with white oak. and entered on another fiat, on which 
stands the capital of the Chennessee, consisting of up- 
wards of one hundred and twenty houses, and vast 
(quantities of com, beans, pumpkins, potatoes, &c. En- 
camped this evening around the town. 

15th. This morning the whole army paraded at 6 
o'clock, to destroy the com, &c. about this place, which 
could be done no other way but by gathering the corn 
in the houses, and setting fire to them. Here we like- 
wise found a great quantity of com gathered in houses 
by the savages. At 3 o'clock in the afternoon we com- 
pleted the destruction of this place; recrossed the Chen- 
nessee River, and encamped on the flats about half a 
mile north of Gathtsegwarohare. This moming a 
woman taken prisoner at Wyoming last year, came in to 
us at the Chennessee castle. 

16tb. This moming, after destroying the com, ic. 
on the southeast comer of the flats, recrossed the branch 
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of the Clitunessee EiTer on logs ; this river ie about one 
dozen paces wide, with very high banks, and the current 
hardly perceivable. At ten o'clock passed the laflt-men- 
tioued town lying on the banku of this branch, and 
encamped thin night at Adjnton. 

17th. Decamped early in the morning, and arrived 
in good season at Hanueyaye, where we encamped this 
night -, found our sturee, Slv. an we left them. 

18th. Decamped, and left Hanneyaye with great 
difficulty ; the horses left at this post having strayed bo 
far from the viUage, and could not be found ; conse- 
quently many packs would have been left on the ground, 
had not those oEdcers entitled to ride, dismounted, of 
whom Gen. Sullivan was one. This day met three 
Oneida IndiEins with dispatches for Gen. Sullivan. They 
informed us the city of New York was laid in ashes, and 
evacuated. Arrived at Kanandagua some time before 
night ; passed the outlet of the Lake, and encamped 
about one mile from the outlet. This town lies about a 
fourth of a mile from a small lake, I suppose of the 



19th. Decamped this morning early, proceeded on 
our way to Kanadaseago, where we encamped a httle 
before sunset. 

2flth. Remained encamped iintil 2 o'clock, when we 
decamped and passed the outlet of the Seneca Lake, and 
encamped about one mile from the outlet. This morn- 
ing detached Col. Butler, {Col. Zebulon Butler, of Wy- 
oming,) with the rifle corps and five himdred men, to 
Cayuga Lake to destroy the settlements there. Col. 
Gansevoort detached at the same time with one hundred 
men to Fort Schiiyler. 

SlsL Decamped in the morning, passed Kandaia, 
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and encamped about two milea above. TJiis morning 
detached Lieut. Col. Dearborn, with two hundred men, 
to destroy the com and settlements along the Bonth side 
of Cayaga Like. 

22d. Di3camped early in the morning, passed several 
dehles, and encamped within seven miles of Gatherine'e 
Town. 

23d Decamped and marched about four miles south- 
east of Catherine's Town, at the edge of the awtuup, and 



24th. Passed the swamp, so much dreaded for its 

badness, without any difficulty, and arrived at the forks 
of Newtown, where Capt. Keid, with a detachment of 
two hundred men, had thrown up a breast-work to 
guard some stores and cattle brought forward from 
Tioga for the army in case of necessity. Saluted by 
thirteen rounds of cannon from the breaKtwurk on our 
arrival, which niunber we returned from our artillery. 

25th. This marning the Bmall arms of the whole 
army were dischirged; at 5 o'clock the whole were 
drawn up in one line, with a field-piece on the right of 
each brigade, to fire a feu-de-joie ; first, thirteen rounds 
of riunon;' second, a running fire of musketry from 
right to left, which was repeated twice ; five oxen were 
killed on this joyous occiwion — one delivered to each 
brigade, and one to the artillery and staff. 

This was done in consequeuce of Spain declaring war 
against Great Britain. 

26th. Remained encamped Col. Dearborn's detach- 
ment arrived. 

27th. Encamped 

28th. CoL Butler with his detachment arrived, hav- 
ing destroyed a vast quantity of corn, beans, apple-trees, 
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&c. on the east Bicle of the Cnjiigit Liike, and burnt 
tlire*! tuwna, amung whicli wae the (;)ipital of the Cayu- 
ga tribt). Thig day ColonelH CortJaud and Dayton de- 
tacbed with large Jetaebrneiit8 to destrciy com ; the 
former talking his route up the Tioga branch, to which ■ 
place he wan detached the diiy before, and deBtroyed 
large fields of corn ; and the latter taking hie route 
downwards, and destroyed nuch oa the army left unde- 
etroyed in going up. 

29th. Decamped this morning at 8 o'clock; passed 
the Ciyiigs br.inch, and encamped at Old Chemung, 
three miles below New Chemung. This day forded the 
Tioga twice. 

30th. Decamped this morning, 7 o'clock ; arrived at 
Fort Sullivan about 1 o'clock ; saluted from the fort by 
thirteen cannon, which mimber was returned from our 
artiUery ; after which we passed the fort and encamped 
on our old ground in the forks of the river." 

Oa the 3d of October the fort was demoliBhed, and 
the army returned by the way of Wyoming to Easton, 
where it arrived the 1.5th. The whole distance from 
E-Wton to the Genesee castle, by the route of the army, 
Wis two hundi-ed and eighty miles. The loss of men 
sustained in this expedition, considering the fatigue and 
exposure, wae very inconsiderable— not more than forty 
in the whole were killed or died from sickness. It is 
noted in the journal, that on the 20th of September, 
Col. Ganeevoort waa detached with a party of one hun- 
dred men to Fort Schuyler. The following were Qen. 
Sullivan's instructions to him : 

"Sin,— "Tou are to take command of a chosen party. 
draughted from the army, and proceed by the shortest 
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route to the Moliawk caatle, destroy it, and capture, if 
poBsibte, all t!ie Indians that miy be there. The upper 
castle being inhabited by the Onheakae, you are to spars, 
and treat them as friends. Such ueceKeary marks of 
civility and attention yon will show them as may engage 
a continuance of their friendship, and give evidence of 
our pacific disposition towai'ds them. 

"Whatever prisoners may fall into your hands, you 
are to proceed with to Albany, and collect the baggage 
of the several regiments from which your party were 
drauglited, and proceed witli all possible expedition to 
head -quarters. You are by no meann to leave any of the 
prisoners at Albany, unless particularly directed by Oen. 
"Wasbington or Congress. 

"As your route will be through the Oneida country, 
you are to take particular care that your men do not offer 
the inhabitants the least insult -, and if by accident any 
damage should be done, you are to make reparation, for 
which I shall stand accoimtable. From your zeal, activi- 
ty, and prudence, I trust evei-y precaution will be taken 
to execute these orders to the advantage and honor of 
the United States." 



The following ie Col. Qansevoort's account of the 
manner in which he had executed his commission. 

"Agreeable to my orders, I proceeded by the shortest 
route to the lower Mohawk castle, passing through the 
TuHcarora and Oneida castles, where every mark of hos- 
pitality and friendship was shown the party. I had the 
pleasiu'e to find, that not the least damage nor insult 
was offered any of the inhabitants. 

"On the 25th, I arrived at Fort Schuyler, where, re- 
freshing my party, I proceeded down the river, and on 
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tlie 29th effectuiilly Bm-prieed the lower Mohawk caetle, 
making prieoiiers of every Indian mbabitant. They 
then oC(!iipied but four houses. I was preparing, agree- 
able to my orders, to destroy them, but wan interrupted 
by the inhabitants of the frontiers, who have been lately 
driven from their settlomentB by the savages, praying 
that they might have liberty to enter into the Mohawks 
houses, whilst they could procure other habitations ; and 
well knowing those persons to have lately lost their all, 
humanity tempted me in this particolar to act in some 
degree contrary to orders, although I could not but be 
confident of your approbation ; especially when you are 
informed that this castle is in the heart of our settle- 
nientH. and abounding with every necessary ; so that it 
is remarked, that these Indians live much better than 
most of the Mohawk River farmers. Their housea were 
very well furnished with all necessary household utensils, 
great plenty of grain, several horses, cows, and wagons ; 
of all which 1 have an inventory, leaving them in the 
care of Major Newkirk, of that place, who distributed 
the refugees in the several houses. Such being the situ- 
ation, I did not allow the party to plunder at all. The 
prisonei's arrived at Albany, on the 2d inst., and were 
cJosely secured in the fort." 

These prisoners, it is believed, were set at hberty, and 
restored to their possessions, as would follow from the 
factft stated in the letter uf Gen. Schuyler, President of 
the Board of Commissioners for Indian affaire. 

"Deab Sib, — "Etaving perused Gen. Sullivan's orders 
to you respecting the Indians of the lower Mohawk 
castle and their property, I conceive they are founded 
on misinformation given to that gentleman ; these Indi- 
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aaa have peaceably remained tbere under the Banction of 
the public faith rejieatetUy given them by the Commie- 
B of Indian affairs, on condition of peaceable de- 
; this contract they have not violated to our 
knowledge. It in therefore incumbent on us, ae servantfl 
of the pubUc. to keep the public faith inviolate ; and we 
therefore entreat you to postpone the sending the Indians 
from hence until the pleasure of his excellency Gen. 
Washington can be obtained, and a letter is already dis- 
patched to bim on the occaHiim, imd in wliich we have 
mentioned this apphcation to you." 

The conntry of the OniindagaH, the CayiigaK, and the 
Senecae, the three western tribes, was completely over- 
run and laid waste. To a person reading the foregoing 
journal, it may seem that too much severity was exer- 
cised in the burning of the Indian towns, and that com, 
&c. was wantonly destroyed ; but it muHt be bom^ in 
mind that this was not a bare retaliatory measure, 
though as such it might have been justified by the pre- 
vious conduct of the Indians : their towns were their 
retreats, and from thence they made incursions Into the 
settlements : driven back to Niagara, and rendered de- 
pendent upon the English for supplies of provisions, 
they woiild necessarily be much crippled in their future 
operations. Though, as we shall see, this campaign did 
not put a stop to the ravages of the Indians, yet they 
never recovered from the severe chastisement which they 
received. 

A part only of the Indians ever returned to their old 
Hettlements, from which they were driven : some of 
them obtained permission to locate in the extreme west- 
em part of the State ; during the following winter. 



TRYON COUNTY. 145 

1779-80, they remained in and about Fort Niagara. 
Provisions were scarce ; those they received were salt, a 
kind to which the Indians were unaccustomed. They 
took the scurvy and died in great numbers. The winter 
was unusually cold, which increased the difficulties of 
their situation. 

19 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



**And now no scenes had brighter smilecfr 
No skies with purer splendor mild. 
No greener wreath had crowned the spring. 
No sweeter breezes spread the winij, 
Nor streams through gayer margins rolled, 
Nor hai'vests waved with richer >cold, 
Nor tlocks on brighter hillocks played, 
Nor groves entwined a safer shade ; 
But o*er her plains, infernal war 
Has whirled the terrors of his car, 
The Tengeance poured of wasting flame. 
And blackened man with endless shame.*' 

At the commencement of the Revolution, the whole 
country now embraced within the limits of the county 
of Schoharie, contained scarcely one thousand inhabi- 
tants ; the greater part of these inhabited the valley of 
the Schoharie Creek. Their settlements commenced 
about 20 miles above the junction of that stream vdth 
the Mohawk River, and extended along its valley 15 
miles.* The breadth of this valley varies from two to 

* A part only of the settlements of Schoharie was embrsiced 
within the county of Tryon ; but their revolutionary hintory is 
connected with that of Tryon County ; and I have concluded to 
give it in this chapter. 'I'ne facts were principally furnish »^d by a 
friend, since the other chapters were written. I have in many 
cases adopted his language and sentiments. Some allusions have 
been made in the foregoing chapters to these settlements ; but I 
trust I shall be excus»ed for giving a more minute account of 
them. 
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tliree miles, and both iu the richnesfl of its soil, and in 
the beauty of its scenery, is scarcely equalled in the 
State. The histurj of its settlement, und the incidents 
that occurred there during the war of the Revolution, 
is lost, so far as written ducuruentn are concerned ; and 
all that can be known respecting it must be collected 
from tradition, and the oral accounts of the aurviTors. 
Before commencing a narration of the eveute of the 
Bevolution in Schoharie, it may be well to relate what 
tradition has preserved of its early history. 

In the year 170^, a number of families from the 
Palatinates in Germany, induced by the liberal offers 
made by Queen Anne, embarkud for New York, and hav- 
ing proceeded up the Hudson oh far as Albany, landed 
and selected a few of their number to choose a place for 
a settlement Of these, some went to Schenectady, and 
thence up the Muliawk, where a settlement of Germans 
had been formed a few years previous ; the others, hear- 
ing of a beautiful country to the southwest, penetrated 
the wilderness in that direction -, and after traveling 
through a hilly, and in eome parte moimtainous country, 
arrived the second day on the height of land east of the 
Schoharie Creek. 

Here a scene of extraordinary beauty, and to them 
entirely new, burst upon their sight ; at their feet, and 
far below them, was a plain of limited extent, em- 
bosomed by hills, in some places rising abruptly to the 
height of 1000 feet, and in others of more gentle ascent, 
and broken by deep ravines. The declivity of the hills 
was covered with a stinted growth of oak, too scanty to 
hide even from a distant view the rocks amid which they 
grew, and forming a striking contrast with the stately 
forest and luxuriant vegetation of the plain below. The 
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vflUey had been partially clearetl, and the alternate spotB 
of woodland and meadow, iuterepersed with chimps of 
trees, added variety and richneas to the landscape. 
Along ita western boundary ran the Schoharie Gree^, 
now washing the base of the hill, now meandering 
throngh the Sats ; its course marked through the wood- 
lands by the deep green of the trees along its bank, and 
through the meadows by the elms that lined its borders ; 
sometimes its course was hidden from the view by the 
thick foliage, and again, as its channel spread out wider, 
or its course inclined to the east, its clear waters were 
seen glittering in the sunbeams. No traces of any oc- 
cupants of this valley were seen, except here and there- 
the ruins of a deserted -wigwam. 

The travelers returned to Albany, and gave so flatter- 
ing an account of the country which they had visited, 
that the whole company started immediately for Scho- 
harie, without waiting for the return of their friends 
from the Mohawk. The place tliey chose for a settle- 
ment had formerly been occupied by a part of tlie Mo- 
hawk tiibe of Indians ; but they had most of them now 
left it. 

The settlers were illy provided with implements of 
husbandry, and with many of the necessaries of life ; 
which wants were very severely felt during many years. 
Whether they paid the Mohawks an equivalent for the 
land, tradition does not inform us. It was not, however, 
until several years after, that they obtained a grant from 
govemineni 

A commission was sent to grant them a title in the 
name of the crown, and to extend to them the protection 
of the laws. Beheving this to be a pretense fur exact- 
ing taxes from them, and remembering their former op- 
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presaion, they drove off the commiBsioner, and refused 
to accept hifi pri>poHalfi. A part left the settlement aud 
went up the Mohawk, aud the remainder were tinaily 
prevailed upon by threntB and perBimBion to aecept the 
t«rma offered by the government agent. 

From this period down to 1775, nothing of impor- 
tance happened in the settlement. When the tiret at^ps 
were taken to resiet the enforcement of the acts of Par- 
liament, a majority of the inhabitants determined to 
support the colonial cause. A committee of safety was 
appointed, which exercised the powers mentioned in the 
previous account of these bodies. 

. In the fall of 1777 the inhabitants began to suffer 
from the inroads of straggling parties of Indians, and 
the committee turned their attention to devising some 
mode of defense. Aid was sought from government, 
and three forts were erected, called the Upper, Middle, 
and Lower Forts. The Middle Fort waa near where 
the village of Middleburgh now stands : the Upper Fort 
was five miles above, aud the Lower Fort sis miles be- 
low i they consisted of intrencbmeuta of earth and 
wood thrown up in the usual form, around acme build- 
ing, which served as a shelter for the women and chil- 
dren. In the Middle Fort, this building was a stone 
dwelling-house : in the Lower a stone church. The 
forts were garrisoned with a few continental soldiers, 
and each fm'nished with a small field piece. Many of 
the inhabitants repaired to the forts at night, and 
returned in the morning to their employment on their 
farms. 

During two or three subsequent years, no powerful 
party of the enemy laid their whole settlement in ruins ; 
but indi^-idual after individual, and family after family, 
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were missing along its outskirts. The smoking riiine of 
their dwellings, the charred bones of their inmates, and 
the dead bodies of domestic animals killed by the ene- 
my, were all that were left to record their fate, until 
the return of some captive, or the narration of a pris- 
oner taken from the enemy, revealed the secret of their 
destruclion. 

The Tories, who often commanded the Indians, were 
the most barbarouw. There is a story told of an act in 
a settlement adjoining Schoharie, which, for the honor 
of humanity, would not be believed were it not sup- 
ported by undoubted testimony. A party of Indians 
had entered a house, and killed and scalped a mother_ 
and a large family of children. They had just com- 
pleted their work of death when some royalists belong- 
ing to their party came up, and discovered an infant still 
alive in the cradle. An Indian warrior, noted for his 
barbarity, approached the cradle with his uplifted hatch- 
et. The babe looked up in his face and smiled ; the 
feelings of nature triiunphed over the ferocity of the 
savage : the hatchet fell from his hand, and he was in 
the act of stooping down to take the infant in his arms, 
when one of the royalists, cursing the Indian for his 
humanity, took it up on the point of his bayonet, and 
holding it up struggling in the agonies of death, ex- 
claimed — "(Aw too is a rebel." 

But the inhabitants were not the only sufferers. 
■\Vhen contending with equal numbers, they generally 
defeated the enemy, and often the Indians found their 
antagonists their superiors in stratagem eis well as ju 
bravery. Seven Indians meeting with a man by the 
name of Sawyer, took him prisoner, and having gone 
eight or ten miles, bound him, and laid down to sleep. 
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In the night, lie succeeded in looBiiig hia hands, and 
then silently tiiking out of the belt of the nearest sav- 
age his hatchet, killed with it sis oi them. The seventh 
made his escape wounded. Sawyer retiimed home in 
flafetj. 

The following account is given by the Rev. Mr. Fenn, 
the former clergyman of HarperBlield, who received the 
information from Col. Harper. 

Ill the year 1778, M'Donald. a Tory of some enteqirise 
and activity, had collected about 300 Indians and Tories 
and was committing great depredations on the frontiers. 
He fell down upon the Dutch settlements of Schoharie, 
with all his barbarity and exterminating rage: Col. 
Vrooman commanded in the fort at Schoharie at this 
time : they saw the enemy wantonly destroying every- 
thing on which they could lay their hands. The garrison 
were so weak that they could spare no men from the 
fort to protect the inhabitants, or secure the crops. 
■'What shall be done ?" says Col, Harper. "Oh, nothing 
at all," says Col. Vrooman ; "we be so weak we cannot 



do 



anytt 



Col. Harper ordered his horse, and laid bi« course for 
Albany ; rode right down through the enemy, who were 
scattered over all the country : at Fox's Creek, put up 
at a Tory tavern for the night ; he retired to bed after 
having locked his door ; soon there was a loud rapping 
at the door. "What is wanted t" "We want to see Col. 
Harper." The colonel arose and unlocked the door : 
seated himself on the bed : and laid his sword and pis- 
tols before him : in stepped four men. "Step one inch 
over that mark," said the colonel, "and you are dead 
men." After talking a little time with him, they left 
the room ; he again secured the door, and eat on h 
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bed iinti] daylight appeared : he then ordered liis horse, 
mounted, and rode for Albany, and the euemy were 
round the hunse. An Indian followed the colonel 
almost into Allmnj ; and when the colonel would wheel 
his horse and present his pistol, the Indian would turn 
and run with all hia might. When the colonel arriTed 
at Albany, he cilled on Col. GanHevoort, stated the dis- 
tressed situation of Schoharie, auiI prayed for help ; a 
squadron of hor.se waa immediately provided, and they 
rode all night, and appeared in Schohaiie in the morn- 
ing: ; sod the first knowledge that the people had that 
any relief was expected, they heard a tremendous shriek- 
ing and yelhng. and looked out and saw Col. Harper 
with hie troop of horse welting up the enemy. The 
men in the front rushed out, and joined in the attack, 
and the country was soon cleared of the enemy, and the 
inhabitants had peace and rest, and could collect their 
harvest in safety. 

The massacres at Wyoming and Cherry Valley had 
employed most of the Indians during 1778, and in 1779 
the western tribes were driven back by Gen. Sullivsn. 
During the latter stunmer, a party of the Onondagas, 
after the destruction of their town by Col. Van Schaick, 
made an incursion into Schoharie. 

There was, at this time, a Httle settlement, consisting 
of only nineteen families, on the Cobleskil] Creek, ten 
miles west of Schoharie, Though they had erected no 
fortifications, they had prepared for defense, by organiz- 
ing a company of militia, and procuring arms and am- 
munition. About the middle of May, it was reported at 
a meeting of the militia, that some straggling Indians 
had been seen in the neighborhood^ and a scout of three 
men, one of whom waa suspected of being secretly a 
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royaJist, was sent out into the forest. On the return of 
the scout, they met two Indians near the eettlement, 
who accosting them in frieudly terms, and pretending to 
be hunting, were suffered to pass. The Indians took a 
ciwuitouB route, and in a short time met them again. 
The BcHpected individiml had now disappeared, having 
taken a dift'erent [lath to the settlement The Indiana: 
still pretended friendsliip : one of them familiarly took 
the musket from one of the men, and knocking out the 
flint, handed it back. The other attempted the same 
thing, but his ftdversary perceiving his intention, shot 
him. His companian fled and the men returned to the 
settlement. 

This circumstance, together with a riunor that a large 
body of Indians were on their march for Schoharie, ex- 
cited fears that this little settlement would be the first 
object of their revenge. They immediately dispatched 
a messenger to Schoharie with the iutelligeuce, and 
directed him to ask for ansiptance. A part of a com- 
pany of continental soldiers, under the command of 
Capt. Patrick, was sent the same day to Cobleskill. The 
next morning a party of Indians were seen to cross the 
creek and return again into the woods. A email detach- 
ment of men were sent in pursuit. These were soon 
driven back by superior force. Capt. Patrick then 
marched the whole of his little band, and 15 vohmteers 
of the militia, to their support. The Indians were 
driven back, but soon made a stand, and after firing 
again retreated. They continued to retreat, disputing 
the ground at every step, evidently increasing in num. 
ber, until the conflict became exceedingly fierce. Capt. 
Patrick was at first wounded, and afterwards killed, 
when his men sought safety in flight. The Indians im- 
20 
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mediately pursued tbeui, and at the same instant the 
maiu body, which had been concealed in the thickets. 
rushed forth, and with deafening yelle poured a shower 
of rifle-balls upon the fugitives ; their number, as after- 
wards ascertained, was about 300. 

The death of Capt. Patrick alone saved his men from 
entire destruction ; in a few moments more they would 
have been eorronnded, anil their retreat cut off. 

The inhabitants of the settlement, as soon as they 
saw the fngitives emerging from the woods, pnrsned by 
the Indians, fled in an opposite direction, and all arrived 
safe at Schohirie ; their escipe was favored by the des- 
perate resistance of seven of the soldiers, who, taking 
possession of a house, tired from the windows, and 
checked the pursuit of the enemy. The Indians at 
length succeeded in setting the house on fire, and six of 
its brave defenders perished in the flames : the other 
was afterward found a few rods tlistant, much burned, 
and horribly mutilated ; a roll of continental money was 
put in bis hand, as if in derision of the cause which he 
supported. The enemy set fire to the buildings in the 
vicinity, and after burying the dead, and manghng the 
dead bodies of the soldiers, retired without pursuing 
the fugitives fiu-ther. 

Of the 45 who went out, 21 escaped, 22 were kiUed, 
and 2 taken prisoners. The Indians suffered severely, 
according to the account of the prisoners who afterward 
returned. They were accompanied by a few Tories, and 
commanded by a Tory, who took this method to obtain 
revenge for an unsuccessful attempt to arrest him the 
previous year ; he afterward returned to his former home 
upon Charlotte river, and was killed by the celebrated 
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B of H party sent to bring him into 



Miirphy, who v 
the fort." 

• Murphy, wlin was of grcal wrvice In the inhaliiinnls nf Schn- 
bftile, wasanalive of Virginia, flnri had bplnDReiJ to Morpan'B rifle 
Rorps. ir uhicli. he h^id ()li'tlni.'':i^faed hhnself as a marliBDiRD. 
After the rapture nt Buigoyne. Ihe I'ompBny towhichhc belongeil 
WW ordere<l l<> Schoharie, whi-iv it remaiiK-d iiatll their tfim of 
service expired. 

When the com|iflny was disiianded. Murphy and Bonie others 
remained, and aervi'd id ilie milltin. His skill ic the desuttoiy 
war which ihe Indians carry on. gnve bim bh high a reputatinn. 
timt though not Diminnlly liic com iitai liter, ho usually directed ali 
the uioveiuents of tlie scotitF that were sent out. and on many 1m- 
[lortHni occnoioDS itie ctimmandinK officers found i( dangerous to 
neKle'-t Ills adrice. Fli- dmibie rilie. his .'l^ill as a marltsman. and 
his llectneHB cither in retreat- i)r pursuit, made him an objei't iNith 
of dread und of ven;;eaiire to tlie Indians. 'I'hey loimed many 
pl;iiig [o deslrov liitn. hut he always eluded them, and romelimes 
made tlieni siiftcr for Ibeir Icmerily. 

lie fought the Indjatis in their own way, and with their own 
weapon--. Wiieu cii-cumstances permitted he tomabaulied and 
scalped his fallen cuemy. He boasted after the war that he had 
itlain forty nt the enemy wiUi his own hand, more than lialf nf 
wUiiiii he scalped. Ili; tootc dellgb: in peiiious adventures, and 
seemed ■■to loye danger for dnnger's sake." Tradition bus pro- 
serval the iiccoutit of mtmy of hU exploits; but there are so 
rnnny veraions of ilie same a'.ory. and so much evident fiction 
mixi'd with the tiuth. that we f-ball give liut a single Instance asa 
proof of the dreiid with which he was regarded by the Indiiin^. 

'i'hey wen- ucabie to conjeelure how he could discharge his rifle 
twice wiilioui havinir lime to relowl : and his sinKulnr good for- 
tune in escaping unhurt. 1cd them to fuppoKe that be waK attended 
by sotne invjailite being who warded oS their bullets, and Bpe<1 his 
with unerring certainty to lUcniark. When they had learned the 
mystery of his doulile-lianeled gun. they »ere careful nottocx- 

Ke tlieniMlves toit much until he had fired twice, knowing tiiat 
must have time to reloiid his piece before ho could do them 
further injury. 

Ouf day. luiving sepaiated from bis party, be was pursued l>y a 
numlier ot liiUians, all of ubum he nutian exepptingone; Mur- 
phy lumed louiid, Hied upon this tnldan. anil iiilled him. ^up- 
po^ng Hint the oiLitb had given up the pujBult, he stopped to 
ilrip the dead. « lien the rest of bis pursuers eaiue in sight. He 
SKaii'hed the nfie of his Inilen foe. and with it killed one of hie 
pursuers; Ihe rest, now -ure of their prey, with a yell of joy 
Wdle^'sly rushed on, hoping to make bim tlieir prisoner ; he was 
ready to drop down witli fatigue, and was likely to be overtaken. 
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In the fall of 1780, the enemy, abuut 81)0 strong, under 
8Ir John JuhnsDn, mude prepiu'dtiona for destroying 
S::lioharie and tlie Mohawk valley. The forces, condat- 
iag of British regulars, loyalists, and Tories, assembled 
on the Tiug.i, and marchsd thence up along the eastern 
branch of ths SiisquehMina, and crossed theuce to Scho- 
harie. CjI. Harper, with a small body of men annoyed 
them on their march, watched all their moYementa, and 
gave timely notice of their approach. On the Itith of 
October they encamped about four miles from the Upper 
Fort. It was theii' intention to pass the Upper Fort in 
the night, and to 'attack the Middle Fort at daybreak. 
As it was" expected that the Upper Port would be the 
first object of attack, they hoped to surprise the Middle 
Fort by this unexpected movement. Sir John hod 
ordered his troops to be put in motion at four in the 
morning, but from some mistake it was five before they 
bagan their mirch. The main body passed the Upper 
Fort undiscovered : but the rear-guard was discovered 
by th3 sentinels, and the alarm gun immadiately fired ; 
the alarm was quickly answered from the other forts, and 
20 riflemen were sent out from the Middle Fort to watch 
the motions of the enemy ; they soon fell in with on ad- 
vanced party, and retreated back to the fort. The firing 
of the ahirm gun diaappointiug the enemy, became the 
signal for them to commence the destmotion of the set- 
tlement ; hoiises, barns, and stacks of hay were burned, 
and cattle, shaep, and horses killed or di-iven away. Sir 
John gave orders that the church should be spared ; 
but he found that with such an army he had only the 

when turuiag round, lie discaitrgjd tbo remainiag Ijsrrel of hia 
rifle, and killed ihe loremoat Indian, the re«t, a^leoiabod at hit 
filing three times is succuuion, lledcryius out iliat he oould 
shoot all day without loudiug. 



TBVOS COrSTT. 



157 



power of doing injury, and contrary orders were never 
obeyed — it too was burned. 

About 8 o'clock the enemy commenced a regular 
attack on the fort ; the regular troops fired a few can- 
non-shot, and threw a munber of Hbells : but for want of 
skill in the gunners, the shot either fell short or flew 
over, and the shells exploded high in the air. The In- 
dians retreated behind a row of wiUow-trees, and kept 
lip a constant fire with gmaU-arms, but at too great a dis- 
tance to take effect 

In the fort all was gloom and deapondeaey ; the gar- 
rison amounted to no more than lOO regular troops, and 
about 100 militia. It is said that there was but a single 
pound of powder in the magazine; their ammunition 
wagons had been sent to Albany for a supply, but had 
been detained beyuud their usual time. Two men bad 
been sent through the woods the day before to bring 
powder on their backs, but they had not had time to 
complete their journey. The regular soldiers had but a 
few cartridges apiece ; the militia were better supphed. 
To attampt to defend the fort appeared to be madness ; 
to surrender, was to deliver up themselves, their wives, 
and their children, to immediate death, or at least to a 
long captivity. Major Woolsey, who commanded the 
continental troops, was inclined to surrender on the first 
appearance of the enemy, but was prevented by the 
officers of the militia, who resolved to defend the fort. 
Woolfley's presence of mind forsook him in the hour of 
danger ; he coucealed himself at first with the women 
and childi'en in the house, and when driven out by the 
ridicule of bis new associates, he crawled round the in- 
trenchments on his hands and knees, amid the jeers and 
bravos of the militia, who felt their courage revive as 
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tiuiir laughter was excited by tbe rowardice of the major, 
lu times of extreme danger, everything which has a ten- 
dency to destroy reflection by exciting rifiibiHty baa a 
good effect. 

Tbe enemy, perceiving that their shot and nheHs did 
little or no execution, formed under shelter of a small 
building near the fort, and prepared to carry the workB 
by aasault. While tbe preparations were making, a flag 
was seen to approach the fort ; all seemed inclined to 
admit it, when Murphy, who suspected that it was only 
an artifice to learn the actual strength of the garrison, 
and aware that for him, at least, there was no safety in 
capitulation, fired upon the flag. The flag retired, and 
some soldiers were ordered to arrest Murphy ; but so 
great was bis popularity among the militia, that no one 
dared to obey. The flag approached a second time, and 
was a second time driven back by Murphy and his ad 
herents. A white flag was theu ordered to be raised in 
the fort, but Murjihy thi-eutened with instant death any 
one who should obey. The enemy sent a flag a third 
time, which was again compelled to retire. The British 
officers now held a council of war, and after a short con- 
siiltfttion withdrew, and proceeded down the Schoharie 
Creek, burning and destroying everything in their way. 
The loss of the garrison in this affiir wis only one 
killed and two womided, one mortally. It is not known 
what loss the enemy sustained, or why they retreated so 
hastily. It was said by some, that a pretended royalist 
had given them exaggerated accoimts of the strength of 
the garrison ; by others, that a rumor reached them that 
the militia were advancing from Albany. The latter was 
probably the true cause. Perhaps the determined spirit 
of redstance manifested in firing upon the flag, led them 
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to HUppoHe the defensa would be obstinate. The Toi-y 
leaders, sutiated with blood, may have been nnwilliug to 
act ovdi- the tragedies of Wyoming und Cheiry Valley. 

When they an'iyed at the Lower Fort, they showed 
little diRpoRitioD to attack it. although its garrison did 
not atuount to 100 men. They separated into two divis- 
ions, the regular troops marching along the bank of the 
creek, and tlie Indians filing off about half n mile to the 
east of the fort. The regulars fired a few cannon-shot 
without effect, one only lodging in the comer of the 
church ! and then, after sinking one of their field-pieces 
in a morasH, mai'ched round to the north of the fort, 
where they were joined by the Indians. Here they fired 
a few shot with small^-arras. and a few of the Indians ap- 
proached near enough to throw their bullets into the 
tower of the church, where some marksmen had been 
stationed. A discharge of grape from the fort drove 
thorn back, and they continued their march through the 
woods to Fort Hunter, on the Mohawk, near the mouth 
of Schohai'io Creek, where they airived after dark. The 
ravages of this army, as they passed up the valley of the 
Mohawk, and the battles fought with the mihtia, will be 
given in a subsequent chapter. 

The beautiful valley of Schoharie Creek presented a 
e of devastation, on the night of the 17th of Octo- 
ber, not easily described. Houses, bams and numerous 
stacks of hay and grain were consumed ; domestic ani- 
mals lay dead everywhere over the fields ; a few build- 
ings belongings to the royahsts hud been spared, but 
the militia, sallying out, set fire to them in revenge. Af- 
ter the burning of Schoharie, this settlement ceased to 
be so much an object of Tory vengeance i and during 
the years 1781 and 1782, though there were frequent 
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alarms, little damage was done by the enemy. The In- 
dians appeared once in considerable nimibers at Cobles- 
kill, burned a few buildings, killed one man, and carried 
off five prisoners ; but the body of the inhabitants had 
taken refuge in a fort which they had built on their re- 
turn from Schoharie in 1781, and were safe. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

"Here too. Uioee wiirrior gires with boaor rest, 
Who braved ia freedom's caune tlie valiant bieast, 
Sprang liom ibeir half-drawn furrow, as iLe cry 
Of threntencd liberty ci.rae tbrilling by ; 
Ijxibed to their God, and resToi] in bulwurk round 
Brewts free from guile, and himda with toil embrowned, 
And bade a niODarch's IbouBand banners yield- 
Firm at Ibe plough, and glorious in the field ; 
I^ : here they rest, who every danger bnivcd, 
nninuked, untrophled. 'mid the soil they aavcd." 

In 17G8, John, Alexander, and Joseph Harper, witli 
eighteen other individual b, obtaine<l a patent for twenty- 
two thousand acres of land lying in the now comity of 
Delaware. The Hupere removed from Cherry Valley 
soon after, and made a Rettlement there which was called 
Harpersfield. This settlement had begun to dourish at 
the commencement of the war. Col. John Harper, who 
liaB been often mentioned in the foregoing chapters, had 
the command of one of the fortu in Schoharie. 

The following account of a successful enterprise of 
Col. Harper, was also fiimiehed by the Eev. Mr. Fcnn, 
who received the information from him. "He informed 
me that in the year 1777, he had command of the fort in 
Schoharie, atid of all the frontier stations in this region. 
He left the fort in Schoharie, and came out through the 
woods to Harpersfield in the time of making sugar, and 
from thence laid his course for Cherry Valley to inveBti- 
gate the state of things there : and as he was pursuing 
21 




162 4SSAI.S OP 

a blind kind of I?ifli<i.n trail, and was aecendin^ what &¥6 
now called Decatur Hills, he cast his eye forward and 
aaw a company of men coming directly toward him, 
who had the appearance of IndJauH. He knew that if 
he attempted to flee from them they wonld shoot him 
down ; he resolved to adriince right up to them, and 
make the beet shift for liimeelf lie could. Aa soon as he 
came near enough to discern the white of their eyes, he 
knew the head man and several others ; tlie head man's 
name was Peter, an Indian with whom Col. Harper had 
often traded at Oquago, before the Revolution began. 
The colonel had his great-coat on, so that his regimen- 
tals were concealed, and he was not recognized ; the 
first word of address on Col. Harper's part was, "How 
do you do, brothers 1" the reply was, "Well— how do 
you do, brother 1 which way are you bound, brother t" 
"On a secret expedition — and which way are yon bonnd, 
brothers t" "Down the Snstiuehanua to cut off the John- 
stone settlement." (Parson Johnstone, and a number 
of Scotch families, had settled' down the Susquehanna, 
at what is now called Sidney Plains, and these were the 
people whom they were about to destroy.) Says the 
colonel, "Where do you lodge to-night t" "At the mouth 
of Scheneva's creek," was the reply. Then shaking 
hands with them, he bid them good speed, and proceed- 
ed on his journey. 

"He had gone but a little way from them before he 
took a circuit through the woods, a distance of eight or 
ten miles, on to the head of Charlotte River, where were 
a nmnber of men making sugar ; ordered them to take 
their arms, two days' provisions, a canteen of rum, and 
a rope, and meet him down the Charlotte, at a small 
clearing called Evans's place, at a certain hour that af- 
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temoon ; then rode with all speed through the wooda to 
Harpersfield ; collected all the men who were there mak- 
ing sugar, and being armed and victualled, with each 
manhisrope, laid biacouraefor Charlotte; when he arrived 
at Evane'e place, he found the Charlotte men there in 
good spiritB ; and when he mustered liia men, there 
were fifteen, including himBelf, exactly the same number 
as there were of the enemy : then the colonel made hie 
men actiuainted with his enteqiriae, 

"They marched down the river a little distance, and 
then bent their course across the lull to the mouth of 
Schenevus Creek ; when they arrived at the brow of the 
Jij ll where they could overlook the valley where the Sche- 
nevus flows, they cast their eyes down upon the flat, and 
discovered the fire around which the enemy lay encamped- 
"There they are,' said CoL Harper. Tliey descended with 
great stillnesB, forded the creek, which was breast-high 
to a man : after advancing a few hundred yards, tliey 
took some refreshment, and then prepared for the con- 
tests-daylight was just beginning to appear in the east. 
When they came to the enemy, they lay in a circle, with 
their feet toward the fire, in a deep sleep ; their arms. 
and all their implements of death, were all stacked up 
according to the Indian custom when they lay themselves 
down for the night ; these the colonel secured by carry- 
ing them off a distance, and laying them down ; then 
each man, taking hia rope in hia hand, placet! himself by 
hie fellow ; the colonel rapped his man softly, and said, 
'Come, it is time for men of business to be on their 
way ;" and then each one sprung upon his man, and after 
a moat severe struggle they secured the whole number 
of the enemy. 

"After they were all safely bound, and the morning 
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bad so far advauced that tliey coiild discover objects dis- 
tinctly, says the Indian, Peter — ^'Ha! Col, Harper! now 
I know thee — why did I not know thee yeuterdaj? 
'Some policy in war, Peter.' 'Ah, me find em so now." 
The Colonel marched the men to Albany, dehvered them 
up to the commanding officer there, and by this bold 
and well-executed feat of valor he saved the whole 
Scotch settlement from a wanton destruction." 

Early in the spring of 1780, a party of Tories and In- 
dians, under the command of Brant, destroyed Harpers- 
field. The inhabitants had generally left the place ; but 
a few of the men were at the time engaged in making 
maple sugar. Nineteen were taken prisoners, and sev- 
eral killed. A consultation was held in the Indian lan- 
guage in presence of the prisoners, relative to a contem- 
plated attack upon the Upper Fort in Schohai-ie ; Hie 
Indians, satisfied with the booty and prisoners already 
obtained, were imwilling to risk anything in an uncer- 
tain expedition ; some of the Tories represented the 
plan as promising success, and advised the Indians to 
kill the prisoners, that they might not be encumbered 
with them. Brant came up to Capt. Alexander Harper, 
one of the prisoners, and drawing his sword, asked him 
if there were any troops in the fort ; saying his life 
should be taken if he did not inform him correctly. 
Hai-per knew enough of the Indian language to have 
learned the snbject of the foregoing conversation, and 
immediately answered, that it was well garrisoned, be- 
lieving that they would aU be killed should they answer 
differently. Another prisoner, not knowing the deter- 
mination of the Indians, and fearing their vengeance 
should the falsehood be detected, stated truly that there 
were few if any troops in the fort Harper insisted that 
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his statement was true : he was believed, ami tlicy re- 
turned to Niagfti'ft. Tlie last night of their jonmey they 
encamped a short distance from the fort. In the morn- 
ing the prifioners were to run the gauntlet. Harper, 
knowing the hostility of the Indians toward him, and 
fearing they might take hie life, requested Brant tu in- 
terfere and protect him, whieh he promiaeil to do. The 
IiidianH arranged themttelTes in two parallel lines, facing 
inwai'dfl, with clubs and whips in their hands. 

Hai'per was selected Urst ; he was a tall, athletic man, 
and on the first signal sprang from the mark with estra^ 
ordinary Bwiftnesa. An Indian near the end of the line, 
fearing he might escape with httte injury, stepped be 
fore him. Harper struck him a blow with his fist, and 
then springing over him ran toward the fort ; the In- 
dians, enraged, broke their ranks and followed him. The 
garrison, who had been apprised of the movements of 
the Indians, were upon the walla ; when they saw 
Hai-jier approaching, they threw open the gate, and he 
rushed in, when they immediately closed it. It was with 
difficulty that they could keep the Indians back. The 
other prisoners took different courses, and got into the 
fort without passing through this, if not fiery, yet bloody 
ordeal. • 

■ WilUnm Harper wis nn active member of the Provincial 
Cvngreaa, and after the war wan bcvcisI limes a. member of the 
Slate Lsgislntiire. When Otsego Countv wna formed, he wbs ap- 

Sniuted one nf Ihe assislant Jiitlges ; VViUiam Cooper. Esq., being 
ret judge. He lived lo a great age. and died a few years since at 
Milfonl, in Ots>>go County, ret^ninE to the last that strong desire 
for informAtioa wbicli had cbaracterixed liis public life. Cu. Joba 
Harper died in Ilarpcrtificld, and Alexander and Joseph, soon 
ttfter the war. obtained a f^nt of some iand in the weslera part 
of the Stale of Ohio, whither tbey removed. The (|uiet of the 
country, nod tlie approach of civilization, was not congenial lo 
them ; they preferred the life of a iurderer, and sou^bt it amid 
the toundlesB foreats wbieh then covered that beHUtifultitato. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

"And Vengeance atriding from hiii gilaly deiii- 
With fell imiiotlence grinds hi£ irOD teetli ; 
Anil Masaacre, uiiL'hidden, cloys bla famine. 
And qiulls [he blood of nutiuos." 

We will nuw retwm to the TaUey of the Mohawk, 
triiich we left with the retreat of St. Leger, and the 
close of the ciuiipaigii of 1777. 

During the fall and the following year, Indian soonts 
mfeeted the country around Fort Schuyler and the weet- 
em settlementB, cutting off supplies and moflBOcreing 
the inhabitantH and soldiers, when smtill parties of the 
latter happened to pass beyond the liinita of the fort. 

The following neirratiTe is given by Dr. Dwight : '"In 
the autumn, when the siege of Fort Stauwix was raised, 
the following occnrrence took place here. Capt. Greg, 
one of the American officers left in the garrison, went 
out one afternoon with a corporal belonging to the same 
corps to shoot pigeons. WTien the day was far ad- 
vanced, Greg, knowing that the savages were at times 
prowling round the fort, determined to return. At that 
moment a small flock of pigeons alighted upon a tree in 
that vicinity. The corporal proposed to try a shot at 
them ; and having approached sufficiently near, was in 
the act of elevating his piece towards the pigeons, when 
the report of two muskets, discharged by unknown 
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hands, at a small distance, nas heard : the saiae mstniit, 
Greg saw his companion fall, and felt himself badly 
wounded in the side. He tried to stand, but speedily 
fell, and in a moment perceived a huge Indian taking 
long strides toward hiin wiik a tomahawk in his hand. 
The savage struck him sevtaTil blows on the head, drew 
his knife, cut a circle through the skin from his forehead 
to tlie crown, and then drew off the scalp with his teeth. 

"At the approach of the savage. Greg had countei^ 
feited the appearance of being dead with as much ad> 
dress as he could use, and succeeded so far as to per- 
suade his butcher that he was really dead ; otherwise 
measures still more effectual would have been employed 
to dispatch him. It is hardy necessary to observe, that 
the pain produced by these wounds was intense and 
dreadful ; those on the head were, however, far the most 
excruciating, although that in his side was believed by 
him to be mortal. The savages having finished their 
bloody business, withdrew. 

"As soon as they were fairly gone, Greg, who had seen 
bis companion fall, determined if possible to make his 
way to the spot where he lay ; from a persuasion that if 
he could place his bead upon the coqjoral's body, it 
would in some degree relieve his escessive anguish. Ac- 
cordingly he made au effort to rise, and having with 
great difficulty succeeded, immediately felL He was 
not only weak and distressed, but had been depriveti of 
the power of self-command by the blows of the toma- 
hawk. Strongly prompted, however, by this little hope 
of mitigating his sufferings, he made a second attempt 
and again fell. After several luisuccessful efforts, he 
finally regained possession of his feet, and, staggering 
slowly through the forest, he at length reached the spot 
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where the corporal lay. The Indian who had marked lum 
for his prey, took a surer aim than his fellow, and killed 
him outright. Greg (oimd him lifeless and scalped- 
With some difficulty he laid his own head upon the hudy 
of hie companion, and, us he had hoped, found consider- 
able relief from this position, 

"While he was enjoying this little comfort, he met 
with trouble from a new quarter. A small dog which 
belonged to him, and had aecom)>aiiied him in bis bant- 
ing, but to which he had been hitherto inattentive, now 
came up to him in apparent agony, and leaping around 
him in a variety of invohmtary motions, yelped, whined, 
and cried in an unusual manner, to the no small moles- 
tation of his master. Greg was not in a situation to 
bear the disturbance even of affection. He tried in 
every way which he could think of to force the dog from 
him, but he tried in vain. At length, weained by his 
cries and agitations, and not knowing how to put an end 
to them, he addressed the animal as if he had been a 
rational being. 'If you wish so much to help me, go 
and call some one to my relief.' At these words the 
creature instantly left him, and ran thniugh the forest 
at full speed, to the great comfort of his master, who 
now hoped to die quietly. 

"The dog made his way directly to three men belong- 
ing to the garrison, who were fishing at the illBtauce of 
a mile from the scene of this tragedy ; as soon as he 
came up to them, he began to cry in the some afflicting 
manner, and advancing near them, turned and went 
slowly back toward the point where his master lay, keep- 
ing hie eye continually on the men : all this he repeated 
several times. At length one of the men observed to 
his companions, that there was something very extraor- 
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<lmai*y in the actions of the dog, and that in his opinion 
they ought to find out the cause ; his companions were 
of the same mind, and they immediately set out with an 
intention to follow the animal whither he should lead 
them. After they had pursued him some distance, and 
found notliing, they became discouraged. The siui had 
set, and the forest was dangerous ; they therefore deter* 
mined to return. The moment the dog saw them wheel 
about, he began to cry with increased violence, and com- 
ing up to the men, took hold of the skirts of their coats 
with his teeth, and attempted to pull them toward the 
point to which he had before directed their course. 
"When they stopped again, he leaned his back against 
the back part of their legs, as if endeavoring to push 
them onward to his master. Astonished at this conduct 
of the dog, they agreed, after a Httle deHberation, to 
follow him until he should stop. The animal conducted 
them directly to his master. They f oimd him still Hving, 
and, after burying the corporal as well as they could, 
they carried Greg to the fort ; here his woimds were 
dressed with the utmost care, and such assistance was 
rendered to him as proved the means of restoring him 
to perfect health. "This story,^' says the Doctor, *'I re- 
ceived from Captain Edward Buckley, who received the 
account from Greg a few days before." 

In the spring of 1778 Lafayette was stationed at 
Albany ; in March he went up to Johnstown, from which 
place he wrote to Col. Gansevoort, a letter, dated March 
6th, 1778. This letter was enclosed in a letter from Col. 
Livingston of the same date, of which the following is 
an extract : 

"Enclosed you have a letter from Major G^en. Marquis 
de Lafayette, relative to Col. Carleton, nephew to Gen* 

22 
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Chrleton, who has for some time been in due part of tbe 
cotmtiy as a spy. The gtjnend apprehends he has takes 
his ronte bj the way of Oswega and begs toqTI stnd 
ont each parties as yon inaj judge neceesarr for apprt* 



The folloidne is the letter of Lafayette : 
"So. — "Aa the taking of CoL Carletonieof thegrcAt- 
est importance. I wish yon would try eTcij means in 
Tonr power to hare him apprehended. I hare desired 
CoL LiTing^ton. who knows him, to let yon h»*e any 
intelhgentv he can gi^e. and to join to thtm those I 
hare got by a Tory aboat the dress and fignre of Carle- 
fauL You may send as many p«rtie8 as too please, and 
tmxj wbere jonli think proper, and do ertrv conrmioit 
tfaing for diBOorenng him. I dare eay he knows that we 
are after him. and has nothing in view bnl to eaeap«, 
whkh I beg you to prerent by aH meuis. Ton maj 
promise, in my name, fifty gaineas. hard moiuj, beades 
allmack^. Ac th«ycaBfiiKlaboBt Cuietao. toanypattj 
of soidiaa or TndiaMa vim wiD fanag him alnv. Aaere- 
17 one knowB bov what «« send for. there is no OKim- 
o scatter thei in the coontiy. which reward is 
in order to itinnlite the 
I hsTe the honor to btv air. 
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Robert CcKihran, then commanding at Fort Sfihiiyler, to 
Col. Gansevoort, dated ' 

"Fort SchiiyUr, Sejtt. 18(/i, 1778. 

"Deab Colon'el, — "Since my last, the sachemB and 
warriors of tile Oneida and TuBcarora nations, with Col. 
Lewee, arriTwl at this fort, with a formal speech from 
both nations. They informed me of their great uneasi 
liess in regard to the matter of scalping, which had so 
lately httppeocd about this fort, and were sorry any sua- 
piciouB shoiild be entertained that they had the least 
knowledge of any thing being intended against any 
body here ; that they had from the beginning of the 
present dispute declined acting against us ; that they 
had been used well at first by Col, Dayton, then by Col. 
Elmore ; afterward Col. Gaueevoort came to this fort, a 
native of Albany, from whom we expected much, ae the 
CommiBmonerB of Indian affairs noticed him in particu- 
lar ; but we are sorry he has not noticed us much for 
some time past ; we are sorry you neglect us now ; when 
your affairs were in a worse situation, you courted ua 
and our interest \ but now you are prosperous you don't 
know us ; you know we are one ; that we have made an 
agreement with Gen. Schuyler and the other commie- 
sionerB, that we would be friendly, and not etrike the 
axe at each other. 

"The next morning I answered them as foUows ; 'That 
I was glad to see them here, and that I had taken par- 
ticular notice of all they had said ; and further, that we 
were inclined to give them assurance of oar friendly dis- 
positions to them, and were sorry that any uneasiness 
should arise in their minds ; and in regard to what some 
bad soldiers might say, that they would not regard it, as 
all societies have their bad people among them.' 
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To which they replied : 'They would not regard what 
the soldiers should say, but would apply to the head 
when occasion might require.' I fed them plentifully, 
and gave them drink also, which I thought was best at 
present for the pubhc service ; and they went off greatly 
satisfied." 

Sometime in the summer of 1778 the enemy made an 
incursion into the western part of the county, and de- 
stroyed the settlements of German Flats. This fine, 
fertile section of country was laid waste. About one 
hundred houses were burned, a few persons were killed 
and taken, but most of the inhabitants escaped. 

Early in the spring of 1779, as before stated, General 
Clinton, with two regiments of the New York line, 
moved up the Mohawk, and encamped at Canajoharie. 
During this summer also, little mischief was done in the 
valley of the Mohawk. In the spring of 1780, the In- 
dians again made their appearance, infiiriated, rather 
than hiunbled, by the destniction of their villages and 
grain the previous summer. 

General Clinton gave the following orders to Colonel 
Ghmsevoort, dated 

''Albany, June G, 1780. 

"Sir, — "You will proceed with your regiment as soon 
as possible to Fort Plank, where you will find a quantity 
of provisions, destined for the use of the gamson at 
Fort Schuyler, which you will take into your charge and 
escort to that post. 

"As the enemy are said to be out in force on the Mo- 
hawk River, it is absolutely necessary that you should 
pay the strictest attention to prevent a surprise ; and, 
in case of attack, to defend the stores to the last ex- 
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tremity; the present situation of the garrison points 
out the absolute necessity of this caution. 

'*You will receive a supply of provisions before you 
mirch, far the use of your troops, to the end that you 
may not make use of that destined for the garrison. If 
you should fall short, you must impress from the inhabi- 
tants, avoiding every degree of irregularity." 

Brant, sagacious, and generally successful where he 
directed, had caused a rumor to be circulated that he in- 
tended to capture the batteaux, in order to divert atten- 
tion from other points of attack. This plan succeeded 
in August follo\ving ; when, on accoimt of a similar re- 
port, the militia of Canajoharie were ordered out to 
guard a number of batteaux to Fort Schuyler. Brant 
made a circuit through the woods, and coming in the 
rear of them, laid waste the whole coimtry aroimd Can- 
ajoharie. 

The following accoimt of this movement is given by 
Col. Samuel Clyde, in a letter to Gov. George Clinton, 
dated 

'''Canajoharie, August 6^A, 1780. 

*'SiR, — *'I here send you an accoimt of the fate of our 
district. On the second day of this inst, Joseph Brant, 
at the head of about four or five himdred Indians and 
Tories, broke in upon the settlements, and laid the best 
part of the district in ashes, and killed sixteen of the 
inhabitants that we have found ; took between fifty and 
sixty prisoners, mostly women and children, twelve of 
whom they have sent back. They have killed and drove 
away with them upwards of three hundred head of cat- 
tle and horses ; have burnt fifty-three dwelling-houses, 
beside some outhouses, and as many bams, one very 
elegant church, and one grist-mill, and two small forts 
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tliat the women fled out of. They have bamt all the 
inhabitants' weapons and implements for husbandryr so 
that they are left in a miserable condition. They have 
nothing left to support tbemHelves, but what grain they 
have growing, and that they cannot get saved for want of 
tools to work with, and very few to be got here. 

"This afiair happened at a very anfortunate hour, when 
all the militia of the county were called up to Fort 
Schuyler to g;uard nine batteaiix about half laden. It 
was said the enemy intended to take them on their pass- 
ing to Fort Scbuyier. There was scarce a man left that 
was able to go. It seems that every thing conspired for 
our destruction in this quarter ; one whole district al- 
most destroyed, and the best regiment of militia in the 
county rendered unable to help themselves or the pnbbc. 
This, I refer you to Gen. Rensselaer for the truth of. 

"This spring, when we found that we were not likely 
to get any assistance, and knew that we were not able 
to vrithstand the enemy, we were obliged to work and 
build ourselves forts for our defense, which we had near- 
ly completed, and could have had oui: bves and effects 
secure, had we got liberty to have made nae of them. 
But that must not be, we must turn out of them ; not 
that we have anything against assisting the general to 
open the communication to Fort Schuyler, but still 
anticipated what has happened while we were gone. But 
it was still insisted on tlint there was no danger when 
we were all out ; that in my opinion there never has 
been such a blunder committed in the county since the' 
war commenced, nor the militia so much put out ; and 
to send generals here without men, is like sending a 
man to the woods to chop without an exe. I am sensi- 
ble, had the general had sufiKcient men, that he would 
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liava been able tu have ^ven satisfaction both to the 
public and inhftbitants here." 

"We have already given an account of the ravages of 
Sir John Johnson, in the fall of 1780, along the valley 
of the Schoharie Creek. The day after the burning of 
Schoharie, that is, the IStli of October, he burned Caugh- 
nawaga. Col. Fisher, residing near this place, after de- 
fending himself in his house, with two brothers, both of 
whom were killed, fled from it, and was pursued and 
overtaken by the Indians- They tomahawked and 
Bcaiped him, and left him, as they supposed, dead. The 
nest day he was found by a friend, who carried him to 
his house. He rectsvered and Uved long after the war, a 
useful member of society, and a monument of Indian 
barbarity. 

From Cdughnawaga, Johnson passed op on the north 
side of the Mohawk, ravaging and burning every thing 
in hia course. Gen. Von Rensselaer, who had been ap- 
prised of his movements, collected the mihtia from 
Claveraek and Schenectady, and pursued him. From 
Caiighnawaga, Gen. Van Rensselaer wrote to Col. Brown, 
commanding at Stone Arabia, with a small force of 130 
men stationed in a fort there, to turn out and check the 
advance of tlie enemy, and he would support him from 
the rear. Col. Brown obeyed the orders, but owing to 
some delay of Gen. Van Rensselaer's, was not supported 
by him. He fell, fighting manfully at the head of his 
httle band, with 30 or 40 of his followers. The rest, 
unable to oppose any longer a force so much superior, 
retreated. 

Sir John Johnson settled at Fox's Mills, about eight 
miles above Fort Plank, (or as it is now called Fort 
Plain,) and two miles below the upper Mohawk castla 
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On the north side and on a flat, partly surrounded by A 
bend of the river, he posted his regiment of regulars 
and Tories. A small breastwork was thrown across the 
neck of land. The Indians occupied a tract of elevated 
land to the north and in the inmiediate vicinity, which 
was covered with a thick growth of shrub-oak. In this 
position, Sir John awaited the approach of Gen. Van 
Rensselaer, who was joined by the Canajoharie militia 
and the Tories from Fort Plain under Col. Du Bois. 
After a shght skirmish, the Indians were driven from 
their position, and fled up the river to the fording place, 
near the castle, where they crossed, and directed their 
course toward the Susquelianna. Sir John's troops 
made a more effective resistance, though they were al" 
most exhausted by the forced mai'ches which they had 
made, and the labors they had performed. The attack 
had been commenced late in the day. Though it was 
conducted with considerable spirit, night came on before 
the works of Sir John were carried. In this situation. 
Gen. Van Rensselaer ordered his troops to fall back a 
mile and encamp. Many of the militia were enraged on 
account of tliis order, and refused to obey it. They re 
mainod during most of the night, and took several pris- 
oners, who informed them that the enemy were on the 
point of offering to capitulate, when Gen. Van Renssel- 
aer ordered his troops to fall back. A detachment of 
the Canajoharie mihtia, under Col. Clyde, took one of 
their field-pieces dimng the night. 

On the following morning, when Gen. Van Rensselaer 
advanced with his troops, the enemy had entirely disap- 
peared. They had left their ground, and retreated up 
the river a short distance, and then crossed to the south. 
The river was deep and rapid where it formed the bendy 
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wliicli Would have ensiircd Gen. Van HensBelaer a com- 
plete victory had be prosecuted lUs attack with more 
vigor, A detachment was sent in pursuit, who die- 
covered in the trail of the enemy evidence of the ex- 
treme state to which they were reduced by hunger and 
fatigue. The whole country on the north side of the 
river, from Caughnawaga to Stone Arabia and pEtlatine, 
had been devastated, which, with the ravages of Brant 
on the south side of the river, in the previous August, 
almost completed the destruction of the Mohawk set- 
tlements. 

If here and there a httle settlement escaped their rav- 
ages, each was like an oasis in the desert, afiording 
temporary shelter and protection, and, like them, hable 
to be destroyed or buried up by the nest whirlwind 
which sbotUd sweep over the land. 

But these incursions of the enemy were not made 
without loss on their part. The mihtia hastily collected. 
hung upon their rear, and often attacked them, and 
checked and diverted their course ; and there were in- 
etances of individual refiietance — of men standing be- 
tween the enemy and their wives and children, upon 
whose scalps th6 Indians might well have painted Ihe 
tUUe red foot,' indicating that they fell fighting bravely 
in their defense. 

* See Appendix— Note* I. K, 
23 
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CHAPTER X, 

^'StiD in jour prostrate land there shall be some 
Proud hearts, the bhriiies of Freedom's ve^ital flame ; 
Long trains of ill may pass unheeded, dumb, 
But vengeance is befamd, and justice is to come/' 

The following letter was written by Major Nicholas 
Ksh to Gen. Clinton, under date of 

Schenectady f Id arch 6^A, 1781. 

"Deab Qtenbral, — "The enclosed letters from CoL 
Cortland announce the disagreeable tale of the capture 
of fifteen men of our regiment and murder of one, by 
which the inhabitants of this town, and doubtless of the 
upper settlements, have their fears very considerably 
alarmed. 

"In consequence of your intention, commiinicated to 
me when last in Albany, I wrote to the justices at Cana- 
joharie for a warrant to impress twenty sleighs, for the 
purpose of transporting another supply of provision to 
Fort Schuyler, and ordered the officer commanding at 
Fort Rensselaer to furnish men to execute the warrant 
on Tuesday morning, and forward the sleighs to this 
place to-morrow evening. Perhaps this disaster may 
put it out of his power to procure the number ordered ; 
but should the sleighs arrive, I wish to have particular 
instructions whether to prosecute the first plan of send' 
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ing OD the proTision or not ; and if you ehoold judge it 
expedient to aend on the provision, notwitlietanding the 
mififortune, I would be liappy to know what number the 
escort muBt coneist of, and from what posts it must be 
furnished. The company with me amounts to about 
forty men fit for duty ; the companies above average 
about the same number ; to lessen either, you will readi- 
ly believe, sir, would increase the uneasiness of the in- 
habitants. 

"F. S. If the present moment for Bending an addi- 
tional supply to the fort is to be embraced, would it not 
be advisible to call in some aid from the militia T" 

To this letter, Gen. Clinton returned, on the same 
day, the following answer, dated 

"Albany, 

"Yours of this day's date has been received. The in- 
telligence from Fort Schuyler is too disagreeable to 
dwell upon ; I hope it may put us so much on our guard 
as to prevent similar accidents. I sincerely wish sleighs 
oould be procured nearer hand than those at Canajo- 
harie. The provision, I should think, ought at least to 
be sent as far as that settlement by sleighs from the vi- 
cinity of Schenectady. However, if a Bufficient number 
are not furnished from that quarter, Mr. Glenn most 
procure them nearer home. I do not imagine the pres- 
ent escort will run bo great a risk as the laat ; yet I 
would not wish to subject such an important transport 
to the least uncertainty. You will therefore detach the 
company under your immediate command to JohnBtown ; 
and as they have been up lately, and consequently 
fatigued, you will direct them to remain there, and send 
on the company now stationed there, with twenty men 
from each of the other companies, and officers propor- 
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tionate, whicli will complete the escort to eighty men i 
tlie inh&bitaiitB in their absence must turn out and de- 
fend their posts." 

This expedition waa iindertaken by Major Fish, and 
the provision safely conveyed to Fort Schuyler ; bat the 
labor of transporting it was extremely severe. The 
snow was so deep that the road waa almost impassable, 
and in many places above Ganajoharie no path had been 
made. Some days they advanced only two or three 
mites. This labor of transporting and guarding provis- 
ion and ammimition for Forts Plain. Dayton,* and Schuy- 
ler, was very oppressive upon the inhabitants of the 
frontier. 

" Fort Daylfin was built 1776, at Gprinon Fliits. and HBmed In 
honor of Cof. Dayton. The old fort at Rertnati Finis was call'-d 
Fort Herkimpr ; aod Id 1T5S whb comTiiandi'il bj Col. Churles 
Clinton, father of Gen. Jutiipb and Governor Gporge ( llnton. anil 
giaDdfother of De Wilt Clinton, nho was a K<>nof General James 
Clinlon. This officer mni'Ched Trom tins fnrt tn the Bnnimer of 
1758. under Gen. Bradstrert. to Oewego, and went ihcnce tn ihe 
alege ol Fort Fronlenac. 'llils expedllion niiB compli'tely success- 
ful ; the French were not apprised ■>f their approach iiulil Ihev 
saw them before the walls n[ their fortress. AmonE Ihe per-^ns 
who were afti'rward distinguished, who HL't'ompaniea Gen. Brad- 
street, were Horatio Gales, then a caplalii. and Nuthauiel Wood- 
bull, tbcn a major, afterward first presiiletit of Ibe New York 
Provincial Congress, and who in the Revolution wjib a generhl, 
and sealed hU attncbment to the cause of his eountrj' with his 
blood. Col. Charles Clinlon wi'Ote a venr Inteiestlng account of 
this expedition iigainst Fort Frontenac. which has been pre.'^rved, 
and is in poaae^slnn of his great grandson, Charles Clinton. Eaq.. 
of New York, Though not helongtng to the period of whii'h I 
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■■The fort of Fronlenac was a regular , 
trance in the Lake Oolario. on the northwest aide of thi' : 
was built of stone and lime, at out fifteen leet faieh ; h;id aU routid 
a platform o I timber, boarded with thiek planlt. on which iheir 
cannon were mounted ; the eml^razures were too narrow to admit 
ot the cannon to be brought to bear on one point The situation 
was Inil, for it stood in a low place, and riHiug ground northwest 
of it ; and little hollows, by which we tiiade our apixoBches with 
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Durin^ the early part of the aummer of 1781, a con 
Rtant warfare was carried on in the vicinity of the forte; 
BDmll parties of Indians hovered about Fort Plain, and 
cut off every soldier or inhabitant who was so careless 
or unfortunate as to stray beyond its walls. 

Col. Willet, who now coromanded at this fort, in July 
sent Iiieut. Gros, with thirty-sis men, as a secret scout, 
into Durlagh, now the town of Sharon, in Schoharie 
County, They discovered, near the borders of that 
settlement, an Indian trail, and followed it. iu the direc- 
tion the Indians had gone. The scout fell in file along- 
side of the path made by the Indians, and by this means 
ascertained that the force of the enemy was very con- 
siderable. Three men were sent on to make further dis- 

so Utile Inns. The flrsl day ne made nn in trench menls, bill from 
behind one ot lln-se little belghls flreii wUb our caunon upon 
them. It rtS'^ well siipplied with nil Borta of warlike sloies; hud 
alK>ve aiTij piece* m cannon, and a vael number of beauiiful 
Bmall-Drma, uod powder and bntl of alt sorts. We brnught off 
froiu it a liirce iinanliLy of powder, but the gHirison, not expect- 
ing ibc English woulil ever venture to pay Ihcm h vinit theri-. liad 
Bent their tneii to other plareB of more diiager. I cnnnot tell how 
maiiv wMB In It ; we saw but about a hundred ; but wln'n they 
found ihat the place would betaken. Ihe Indians land no doubt 
naaoy nt the Ficiich) went anay, as did Ihe men on board tbe 
brig and K:hooiier. I believe Ihe gerrisnn might consiel of 200.~ 
The destrucliOQ of iliU pl^ne, una of the Bhipping, artlllerj. and 
stores. U oik' of Ihe giealest blows the Fiencli have met with in 
.America. eoDaiderio;< Ihe coiiBequcni>e of it; as it wm the store 
out oi' which nil the forls to the Bnutliward were supplied, aod the 
shipping destroyed thme they employed in thai service. 

"It woB concerted and agreed upon in a^ inetani, (though loolied 
upin by some ae » chimerical, u'ild, improbable uadeitaking.) 
carried on so sfcrflly that the French nevei heard of our oomitJg 
till tbry siiw lu "here we came to an inland, tt)c cvcniiii: before 
we lauded. Thefiege was carried no fir> \igoiously that we in- 
vested tbe place Ihe 26th of Au^st, and tooK it the 37th, shunt 
the same time. Here I must observe, that Ihe giivernor of Fott 
Fronlenac wns let ^o home in exchange fur Col. 8<'huyler: and lor 
tbe other prisoners, Ihey are to semi lib oh mnoy of uuri- fiom Can- 
ada, in exchange, — 28in. Having tbe evening before put ourplun- 
tleron board our shipping and battcBux we ret sail, and left that 
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coveries. After pursuing th« trail a short distance, they 
arrived upon the border of a thick cedar swamp, five or 
ail mileB to the northeast of Cherry Valley ; here they 
found the camp uf the enemy, in which a few eentinelB 
only were stationed- The main body of the enemy were 
out on some expedition. One of the men stole up and 
took a blanket from beneath a tent, without being dis- 
covered. Having made the necessary observations, they 
followed the remainder of the scout back to Fort Plain. 
It was almiist night when the scout arrived, but Col. 
Wdlet added seventy men, and ordered an immediate 
march. They were joined by Major Robert iTKean, 
with about thirty men, making their force one hundred 
and fifty. MKean informed Col. Willet that the enemy 
were about three himdred strong, principally Indiana, 
under the command of a Tory, by the name of John 
Dostader ; and that the day previous they had destroyed 
Currytown, a small settlement near the Mohawk, a short 
distance above Schenectady. The night waa very dark, 

□ear, handsome sarrlsuo anil Kood Uuililing^ (where tbe French 
lived wfll) in a heap nf nlbliUh. By this we paid ihem lor Ihc 
demolition ot Oswego, wbicli they served the tame way. wiili Ihia 
dilt'erenue. that we ncitlier in-iulted Dor Injiii-ed any of the prison- 
eis, but rather treate I thdm with more humnnily than ibat □ation 
deserveil wli^BC ambition has embroiled all Kurope In wiir for 
many years. 

"1 will conclude my narrative ot llie laklngof Frontenac, hy 
relating a piece of papist r^uperstitioD, told us by ayiung man, one 
of Captain Oglevie'B men, who was taken by the Irdianfl.andsold 
to the governor of Fort Prontenac, and whs in bis service when 
he took the place : He says, that when we iovesled the place, 
the prie-t*. or some of their people, set the T-ady Mary's imu^ on 
a talile. siaodiag. and a anmber of the people were prnyln^ eai'- 
Deatly to her to deliver and save them and Ihe garn <oa from ua 
bereik's ; but in the height of their devotion a bomb fell near Ihe 
place, burst, and broke into the windows, and, without any reffard 
to th(> Image, drove it in |>ieces oS the table. This struck them 
with such terror, tbey all looked up, nod cried, Mon Dieu I mon 
Dleu : all was lo^t, the Virgin Mary waa gone, the heretics would 
take Ibo place." 
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and there wa^ do rctad. nuthing but a path through the 
■wooda. Their progress was very slow. About daylight 
they oame in eight of the camp. A scout sent forward 
reported that the enemy had just returned. Col, Willet 
drew up bis men in two parallel Unee, and then ordered 
them to fall back and conceal themselves behind the 
trees. His plan was favored by the thick cedar swamp 
in the neighborhood of the enemy's camp. Major 
ArReau with fifty men occupied the right, and Col. 
Willet commanded the left body, composed of his one 
hundred men. Two men were then sent forward to 
pass over a piece of open ground in sight of the enemy. 
When discovered, they were directed to lead in between 
the two lines. The expectations of Col. Willet were re- 
alized : the Indians, as soon as they saw these men, 
raised their war-cry and commenced an inamediate pur- 
suit. As they followed in, the troops of Major M'Kean 
opened a galling and destructive fire upon them, which 
was warmly seconded by Col. Willet's men on the left 
The Indiana were beaten at their own game ; they 
sought shelter beliind the trees, but were driven bEu;k 
and roimd at the point of the bayonet Col. Willet led 
the van, and waving his hat cheered on his men. The 
camp of the enemy and all their plunder was taken. 
They retreated down toward the Susquehanna, and were 
pursued with considerable loss. Shortly after the first 
fire, Major M'Kean received two severe wounds, but he 
continued his command until the rout of the enemy was 
complete. His faithful soldiers carried him back to Fort 
Plain, where he survived but a day or two. The victory 
was dearly won by the loss of this brave and hardy 
chieftain. 

In August following. Major Ross and Walter Butler 
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came from Canada by the way of Sacondaga to JohnB- 
town, with GOT men— 477 Britieh and Tories, and 130 
Indians. They encamped on the elevated ground a lit- 
tle to the north of Johneoa Kail. This edifice, erticted 
by Sir William Juhneon, and in which he resided at the 
time of his death, ia situated about one mile distent 
from the court house, in the centre of the village, and 
upon ground descending gradually from the northwest 
to the south and sontheaat. The village plot descends 
to the north, thus forming a small valley between the 
Pb-H and village. To a person in the village, JohnsoD 
Hall appears to be situated on a lawn, beyond which no 
prospect opens to the sigbt. When arrived at the Hall, 
he perceives in an easterly direction, about nine miles 
distant, the range of Mayfield hills or mountains, while 
to the south are seen Anthony's Kose, on the Mohawk > 
beyond that Charleton, and, still further on, the hills be' 
tween CanHJoharie and Cherry Valley; and, at a distance 
of between thirty and forty miles, the blue, cloud-like 
mountains leading to the Catskill and Delaware. 

Col. milet moved from Fort Plain with about 300 
levies. On the 22d of August he determined to attack 
the enemy in their camp. He detached 100 men under 
Colonel Harper to make a circuit through the woods 
and fall upon the enemy's rear, while he should attack 
them in front. A short distance above the Hall, CoL 
Willet was met by Boss with all his force, and bis men 
on the first fire gave way and retreated. Willet endeaT- 
ored to rally them at the Hall, but failed. At the 
village he succeeded in stopping them: here he was 
joined by 200 militia just arrived. The detachment un- 
der Harper gained the rear, and had now opened a fire 
iqwn the enemy. The attack was now renewed by Col' 
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onel Willet, and the enemy were finally driven from 
their ground with loss. Thirteen Americans, and sev- 
en teen British and Indians were killed. 

Major Rose retreated up the north side of the Mo- 
hawk, marching all night, after the battle. In the morn- 
ing he wnB pursued by Col. Willet, but was not over- 
taken. The region of coimtry over which Robs retreat- 
ed after he had passed the settlements, lies twenty or 
thirty miles north of Fort Schuyler, and at that time 
was uncultivated and desolate ; his army soffered much 
from hunger. 

It was on this retreat that Walter Butler was killed ; 
he was pursued by a email party of Oneida Indians ; 
when be arrived at West Canada Creek, about fifteen 
miles above Herkimer, he swam his horse across the 
stream, and then turning round, defied his pursuers, 
who were on the opposite side. An Oneida immediate- 
ly discharged his rifle, and wounded him, and he fell. 
Throwing down his rifle and his bluiket, the Indian 
plunged into the creek and swam across ; as soon as he 
had g:iined the opposite bank, he raised his tomahawk, 
and with a yell, sprang, like a tiger, upon his fallen foe ; 
Butler supplicated, though in vaiu, for mercy ; the Onei- 
da, with his uplifted axe, shouted in his broken English : 
"Sherry Valley! remember Sherry Valley I" and then 
buried it in his brains ; He tore the scalp from the head 
of his victim, still quivering in the agonies of death, and 
ere the remainder of the Oneidas bad joined him, the 
spirit of Walter Butler bad gone to give up his account. 
The place where he crossed is called Butler's Pord to 
this day. 

Col. John Butler had some good traits of character, 
»nd in his calmer moments would regret the ravages 
21 
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committed bj the Indians and Tories ; but Walter But- 
ler was distingiiialieJ from youth for his severe, acri- 
monioiia disposition. After the massacre at Cherry Val- 
ley he went to Quebec : bat Gen. Hiildiman, governor 
of Canada, ^ve out that he did not wish to see him. 

It may be remarked here, that many of the British 
officers did not approve of the conduct of the Indians 
and Tories. In timt war, though we had many a bitter, 
we had also many a generous and warm-hearted foe. 
They said it was a disgrace to the English army, thus to 
carry on this predatory warfare, and to make prisoners 
of women and children. 

In the winter of 1781-2, Col. Willet* undertook a haz- 
ardous expedition— an expedition siiited to his bold, 
persevering genius. He marched a body of his men, in 
the dead of winter, from Fort Plain to Oswego, passing 
np the Mohawk on the ice, and using snow-shoes the 
remainder of the way; his object was the capture of 
Fort Oswego ; but on his arrival nearthe fort, he learned 
that the preliminary treaty of peace had been signed ; 
he therefore immediately abandoned the enterprise. 

The incursion of Ross and Butler was the last made 
into the county of Tryon. Indeed, there was no longer 
anything to destroy. The inhabitants lost all hut the 
soil which they cultivated ; their beautiful county, except 

• Col. Mariniis >Vi|let died at New York, Au^u-t 22. 183T-lhe 
anniversary of bis battle with Major Ro^i' and duller Buller— 
aged 90 years. Tbe following notice iippeared in nue of the city 

pliptTS. 

■■The coffin of Cnl. Willet, who died roeently in tbe cit? "f 
New York, was made of pieces of wood collected by bitnselt. 
many years ago, from different revohitionary baltle-grimnils. Tbe 
corpse, In oompHiince wiih a written reitiical of the deceased, wiw 
babited iu a i:oniplele )*ull of ancient citizen h npiiarel. including 
an old-faBbiiiiied thr^'e- cornered liiil, wbich bail been prcsoivpd • 
liir that piirpiHe. It la estimated that sevpral tbougnnit pi-r-^ons 
paaaed through tbe bouse fur the purpose of viewing the remains." 
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in the TJciuitj of the forte, was turned into a. wilderness. 
During tlm witr, famine sometimes appeared inevitable, 
and it was with difficulty that they preserved from the 
ravages of the enemy Hufficient grain to support their 
families during the winter. The resistance of the inhabi- 
tants of the frontier settlements, however unimportant 
it may 8eeu, because no great battles were fought, or 
important victories won, was of very considerable mo- 
ment in the cause for which they struggled ; they kept 
back the enemy from the towns on the Hudson, and thus 
frustrated the plan of ttie British for estabhshing a line 
of posts along that river. And while we admire the he- 
roism and patriotism of those worthies of the Revolu- 
tion whose names have come dovm to us surrounded 
with a halo of glory, we should not withhold our praise 
from those obscure individuals in the frontier settle- 
ments, who, amid the most appalling dangers, surround- 
ed oD all sides by enemies and traitors, still refused to 
submit to oppression and arbitrary exactions, though 
allured by assurances of safety and promises of reward. 
Idany left their homes ; many fell in battle in the regu- 
lar army, and in skirmishes and battles with the enemy 
at home ; and many felt silently, by the rifle, the toma 
hawk, and the scalping-knife of the Indian. 

■'Ttieir ashes ilew, no marble lells us whither." 
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"■Tis faith tliu8 wrought, whitse fearful mysteries 
Tileld e'en weak women atipnglh for deeds like tliese." 

It has heen ntated in a preceding chapter, that ilrs. 
Campbell and her children were earned captiveB into the 
Indian country. Soon after her arriTal at Canadaseago, 
the capital of the Seneca nation, she was giren to a fami- 
ly to fill the place left vacant by the death of one of its 
members. This family was composed of femalen, with 
the exception of one aged warrior, who no longer went 
forth either to the chaae or to war : this circumstance 
enabled her to render herself useful to them. The In- 
dians knew little of the most common arts of life ; few 
of the Indian women could make even an ordinary call 
CO garment. She made garments not only for the fami 
ly to which she belonged, but also for the neighboring 
families, who in return sent com and venison for their 
support. By reason of these services, she was under no 
restraint, but was free to come or go as she pleased. 

The Indians paid no regard to the Sabbath, but pnr- 
saed their usual avocations on that day ; on her inform- 
ing them that she kept that day sacred, they did not ask 
her to do any work, and gave strict orders to the chil- 
dren to remain silent while in her presence. 
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An Indian one day came into the house where she 
was, andankedher why ahe wore capo, saying, "Indians 
do not do BO." She replied it was- the eustom of her 
conntrywomen. "Well, come to my house, and I will 
give you a cap." Her adopted mother motioned to her 
to follow him. As aoon aa they had entered the house, 
he pulled from behind a beam a c^p of a Rtnoky color, 
and handed it to her, saying in English, "I got that cap 
in Cherry Valley : I took it from the head of a woman." 
On examination she reco^ized it as having belonged to 
the unfortunate Jane Wella ; and waa no doubt the one 
ahe had on when she was so barbarously murdered, as it 
had a cut in the crown made by the tomahawk, and waa 
spotted with blood. She could not but drop a tear to 
her memory, for she had known her from infancy— a pat- 
tern of virtue and loveliness. In the Indian who stood 
before her she perceived the murderer of her friend. 
She turned from him with horror. Hetuming to her 
cabin, she tore off the lace border, and waaliing it care- 
fully, though she could not efface the stains of blood, 
laid it away with the intention of giving it to some of 
the friends of Miss Wells, if any had been fortunate 
enough to escape. She afterward gave it to Mies Ram- 
say, a cousin, whom she found at Fort Niagara, and 
who, together with her mother, melted into tears as they 
beheld this little relic, spotted with the blood of their 
kin a woman. 

Early in the winter the nation assembled at Ganada- 
seago to hold a general council, and to celebrate their 
late successes. This village waa laid out with some reg- 
ularity, and in almost a circular form, enclosing a large 
green. The houses were generally built of bark, after 
the rude style of the Indians. A few were of hewn 
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loga. The ceremony was commenced by a sacrifice. A 
whitd dog was killed and borne along in procession to a 
large fire kindled in the oentru of the village. In the 
mean time others went round to every house with a 
basket, in which each individual was required to deposit 
something. This basket, with all its contents, was first 
cast into the fire. Afterward the dog was laid on and 
thoroughly roasted, and was thjn eaten. This was fol' 
lowed by eating, drinking and djncing, which aontinued 
for several days." 

When Col. Butler went to Canada he left his wife and 
children in the county. The committee afterward re- 
fused permiseion tu them to join him. Captain Walter 
Butler, her son, wrote a letter by the prisoners who re- 
turned to Cherry Valley, to Col. Campbell, proposing 
an eschonge of Mrs. Campbell and ber ehildi-en for his 
mother and brothers. This letter was laid by bii" be- 
fore Gov. Clinton and Gen. Schuyler, and the proposed 
exchange was agreed to by them. 

Eai-ly in the spring Col. Campbell dispatched an In 
dian meesenger tu Col. Butler at Fort Niagara, inform- 
ing him that the proposition was acceded to. Col. But- 
ler soon after came to Canadaseago to confer vHth the 
Indians in reference to their giving up their pHsoners. 
When prisoners have been given to a family, that family 
return them with great reluctance. They usually fill the 
places of deceased relatives. To return them for money, 
or any other compensation, would be equivalent to aell- 
ing their relatives. A council was called, which con- 
tinued sitting for several days. Col. Butler urged wiUi 
great eameBtness the Indians to give up the priBoners 
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in exchange for his wife and children. The ossent of 
the council was finally obtained. The residence of Mrs. 
C. was intended to have been only temporary at Cana- 
daaeogo. TIus Bpring she was to hare been placed in a 
family in tlie Genesee village, who were kinsfolk of the 
family with whom she lived at this time, and also of Quy- 
angiiahta, or, as he was usnally called, Grahta, the Sen- 
eca king. It was neceesary to obtain their assent, and 
the old king himself set out on this errand. Having 
succeeded, he returned to Canadaseago, and immediate- 
ly infonned Mrs. C. that she was now free. The good 
old king had always been kind to her. Though consid- 
erably advanced in life, so that he did not join in the 
war, yet be performed this journey on foot. Before her 
departure for Niagara, be came up from hie residence 
near the outlet of the Seneca Lake, to bid her adieu, 
and to wish her success on her journey. "You are now 
about to return to your home and friends, I rejoice. 
You live a great way, many days' journey from here. I 
am an old man, and do not know that I shall Uve to tlie 
end of this war ; if I do, when the war is over I will 
come and see you." This was spoken through an inter- 
preter. A circumstance occurred about the same time, 
which deserves notice. It has been observed that the 
Oneidas passed through the country of the other na- 
tions unmolested. One of them came into the village 
of Canadaseago. Among the prisoners in the village 
was a Mr. Piper, who had been taken in the valley of 
the Mohawk. He sought an interview with the Indian. 
The Indian, informed of this, called upon him, and ad- 
dressed him in English in a very grave tone : "Yon 
wished to see me — I have come — what do you want T" 
"I wished to request you, when you return, to go to my 
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family and inform them that I am alive." "la that all!" 
eaid the generous Oneida ; "I mippoeed you wanted me 
to conduct you back to your home." "I daie not leave," 
was tlie reply ; "I would be piirsued and overtaken, and 
probably killed," "I can lead yoii safe, by paths which 
they do not know. If you will go with me, I am eure I 
can conduct you home in eafety." Mr. Piper was ad- 
vanced in life, and preferred waiting until some exchange 
should be made, tu hazarding his life by an attempt to 
escape. This conversation had been overheard. Col. 
Butler, fearing lest he might encape, ordered him for- 
ward to Niagara. Col. Butler remained in the Indian 
country with hie rangers. He was joined by Brant and 
the Indians, in all about 800, who made a stand, as be 
fore mentioned, at Newtown. Mrs. Campbell, shortly 
after the return of the old king, was also sent to Niag- 
ara, where she arrived in June, 1779. Soon after the 
British at that fort received information of the march of 
Gen. Sullivan. The fort at this time was in a poor con- 
dition to resist an attack. A regiment was ordered up 
from Canada to aid in repairing and garrisoning it. The 
men were almost constantly on fatigue duty during the 
summer. The most vigorous preparations were made 
to give Gen. Sullivan a warm reception, should the cap- 
ture of this fort be the object of the campaign. 

Among the persons driven into the fort by the Ameri 
can army, was Catrine Montour, who had signalized her- 
self by her inhumanity at "Wyoming She had two sons, 
who were the leaders of bands, and who consequently 
imparted additional consequence tu her. This creature 
was treated with considerable attention by some of the 
ofiEicers. It has already been remarked, however, in jn»- 
tdoa to that body of men, that the indiscriminate w«r 
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which was carried on along the border was not generally 
BttuctioDGii or approved of by them. 

A son of Catrine Montour took priaoner, in Cherry 
Valley, Mr. Cannon, the father of Mrs. Campbell. Mr. 
Cannon waa severely wounded by a musket ball, and was 
aleo advitnced in life : but he had been a committee-man, 
and had taken an active part in the war. He was there- 
fore taken along a prisoner, for the purpose of ex- 
change. On the return of the party into the Indian 
country, Catrine addresBed her son in English, and, in 
the presence of Mr. Cannon, reproached him for having 
acted humanely. "Why did you bring that old man a 
prisoner t Why did you not kill him when you first 
took him I" Another person was Molly, the sister of 
Joseph Brant, and mistress of Sir William Johnson. 
Lieut. Col. Stacia, who had been token prisoner at Cher- 
ry Valley, was also at the fort. Molly Brant had, from 
some cause, a deadly hostility to him. She resorted to 
the Indian method of dreaming. She informed Col. 
Butler that she dreamed she had the Yankee's head, and 
that she and the Indians were kicking it about the fort. 
Col. Butler ordered a small keg of mm to be painted 
and given to her. This, for a short time appeased her, 
but she dreamed the second time that she had the Yan- 
kee's head, with his hat on, and she and the Indians 
were kicking it about the fort for a football. Col. But- 
ler ordered another keg of rum to be given to her, and 
then told her, decidedly, that Col. Stacia should not be 
given up to the Indians. Apart from this circumstance, 
I know nothing disreputable of Molly Brant i on the 
contrary, she appears to have had just views of her 
duties. She was careful of the education of her children, 
some of whom were respectably married. 
25 
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The Indiana having been driven into Fort Niagara, 
Col. Butler was enabled to get from them all Mrs. Camp- 
bell'a children. She was sent downtoMontre^ in June, 
1760, a year after her an-ival at the furt. Here Bhe 
found Mrs. Butler and cliildren, and one of her ovra 
HOna, a child about seven years of age. He had been 
with the CaughnawagaB, a branch of the Mohawk tribe, 
settled iu Canada. Mm. Butler had taken off hJ8 Indian 
dreea, and had clad hiiu in tlie green uniform of Col. 
Butler's Rangers. It was, however, only the appear- 
ance of the child which she had altered ; for he conld 
speak nothing but the Mohawk tongue, having entii-ely 
forgotten the English, Mrs. C. had not seen him eince 
the day of their captivity at Cheny Valley. Though 
his habits had changed with his language, she rejoiced, 
for he had not forgotten her. 

At Montreal, several other prisoners were collected, 
previous to their being exchanged. They were detained 
here several months waiting for their pasBports. They 
repeatedly made inquiiies of, and remonstrated to Gen. 
Haldiman, the Gk)vcruor. He said it was not in his 
power to grant them, but he would write to the com- 
mander-in-chJef at Quebec : which he accordingly did. 
The passports were soon after obtained, and the prison- 
ers were sent to Crown Point, where a batteau lay 
which bad brought from the States several loyalist fami- 
lies. Before their arrival, a British vessel had come In- 
to the port from Canada, and the sailors commenecd 
telling the people on the wharf, and in the other vessels, 
that expeditious were fitting out in Canada against Fort 
George and Fort Ann. The Americana in the batteau 
overheard this conversation. When the prisoners left 
St. John's, the commander at that place wi'ote to Crown 
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Point, ordering tlie commander there to permit the bat 
teau to return. This letter was to have been carried by 
them ; but by accident it was sent forward and reached 
Crown Point before they did, and the batteau immedi- 
ately departed. They were then sent back to Port 
Affiir and detained there. They eaw the expedition 
going donni the lake, and though at that time they did 
not know that the sailurH on board the batteau had over- 
heard the conversation relative to it, yet they consoled 
themselves w-ith the idea that t/ify must have received 
some intimation of it. and would apprise the inhabitants. 
But the spies returned, saying all was silent and no at- 
tack was apprehended. Shortly after the batteau re- 
turned with another cargo of loyahst famihes. The bat- 
teaumen had given no intimation of the contemplated 
invftBion. It was supposed they preferred the hard 
dollars which they received in pay for their labor, to the 
welfare of their country. They excused themselves by 
saying they considered it a sailor's story, and entitled 

One party of Indians and Tories in this expedition 
was commanded by Captain Johnson, a brother of Guy 
Johnson, who, on account of his ferocious conduct, waa 
called "Savage Johnson." When this expedition re- 
turned, poles were erected in the stems of the boats, 
from which were suspended the scalps of persons whom 
they had killed. According to the account given by 
them, the number killed was about fifty. 

The prisoners were now sent down to Crown Point — 
the batteau was dismisscul, and they passed the lake. 
In theii- passage they were the cause of alarm to the in 
habitants who had so recently been visited. The men 
were clad in blanket coats, and some of the women 



wore red cloaks. A ecout had discoTered them ou the 
lake, and taking them for a party of Indiana and Tories, 
gave the alarm, and before their arrival more than a 
thousand militia had collected, under Col. Ethan Allen. 
"While stopping at a small fortress, eight miles from 
Castleton, it was announced that a flag was approaching. 
It was supposed to be sent to demand the surrender of 
the fortress Col. Herrick, of the mihtia, struck his 
sword upon the ground with such force thnt he broke it 
in pieces, saying it should not be surrendered. Col. Al- 
len told the prisoners tliat they should not again fall in- 
to the hands of the enemy, and immediately mounting 
them upon horseback, sent them off toward Albany, 
with an escort of a himdred men. This flag was sent 
for the following reason. It had been rumored that the 
inhabitants in that section had said that if they were 
not protected from the Incursions of the Indians and 
Tories, they would seek protection elsewhere. It is per- 
haps needless to add, that this flag was sent to oflfer 
them the protection of Great Britain, which was indig- 
nantly rejected. 

Shortly after her arrival at Albany, Mi's. Campbell was 
joined by Mr. Campbell, who had been in Fort Schuyler 
during the most of the time since 1778, They removed 
up the river to where now is situated the village of 
West Troy. On the east side of the river there were 
but two houses, where is now situated the beautiful city 
of Troy. 

It was not until the spring of 1784, that they returned 
to Cherry VaUey. They were now almost pennilesa, 
their lands had gone to waste, and were covered with 
underbrush, and overrun with wild beasts. With a large 
family, and without a shelter, save a httle log cabin. 
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hastily put up, tbey felt for a time that their lot had 
been a hard one. But the coneieiou8ue«8 that they had 
done their duty to their country, and that that coimtry 
was uow free, bore them up under their miafortuneB. 
Ti)n~;ird the close of BUmmer, Mr. G. had succeeded in 
erecting a comforti^ble log-house, and his farm began to 
assume again the aspect of cultivation. He received in- 
formation that General Washington and several other 
dtstinguished persons were passing up the Mohawk, 
and would visit Cherry Valley, "When they arrived, he 
had no place, save hie lo^huuse, in which to receive 
them. But most of them had been accustomed to the 
camp, and dreaded no inconvenience from this source. 
General Washington was accompanied by Gov. George 
Clinton, Gen. Hand, and many officers of the New York 
line. Gov. Clinton immediately inquired for Robert 
Shankland, who had married a distant connection of his, 
and with whom he was acquainted. Before introducing 
him, it may be well to give same account of thin brave 
and lurdy borderer. From the first he had espoused 
the colonial cause : and being au Irishman by birth, 
maintained it with the characteristic woi-mth of his 
countrymen. He hved in a remote part of the town, 
but while the garrison wafi kept, he came almost daily 
to inquire as to the state of affairs at home and abroad. 
He wait accustomed to pass by the farm of a Mr. Coon- 
rad, a townsman, whom he found always engaged in his 
usual farming business. Beheving that a man coold not 
be a good Whig, who appeared so indifferent to what 
B doing in the country, he one day accosted him. 
Armed, as was his custom, with a musket and a large 
basket-hilted sword, he drew up before him, when the 
following dialogue was held; "Mr. Ooonrad, are you a 
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Wlugf' he asked, sternly. "Yes, Mr. Shonkland, I am 
as good a Wliig as you are." "And why don't you arm 
yourself iu defense of your country, as I do, thent" 
Throwing np his musket and striking his hand upon hie 
sword, he mai-ched toward the fort, leaving Mr. Coonrad 
somewhat surprised at this, though not unusual, yet 
searching question. Mr Coonrad was afterward an ac- 
tive partisan soldier. 

When Cherry Valley was destroyed, the house of Mr- 
Sh:iiakland, by reason of its remoteness ■ was not burned. 
He fled, however, with his family to the Mohawk River. 
The following summer he returned with his son Thomas, 
a lad about fourteen years of age. They were awakened 
one miming a little before daylight by a violent poimd- 
ing at the door, with n demand of admittance, made in 
broken English. Mr. Shankland arose, and taking 
down his guns, directed his son to load them as fast as 
they should be dischttrged by him. Upon iistening, he 
ascertained that the demand was made by Indians, who 
were endeavoring to hew down the door with their toma- 
hawks. With a spear in his hand he now carefully un- 
barred his door and charged upon them. Surprised by 
this sudden and nnespected attack, they fell back. One 
of the Indians whom he pursued in his retreat fell over 
a log which lay near the door and into which he struck 
his spear. He drew it back suddenly, when the blade 
parted from the handle and remained in the wood. He 
seized the blade in his hand and wrested it out, and then 
retreated into tlte house. Not a gun was fired nor a 
tomahawk thrown at him in this sortie. The Indians 
now commenced firing through the door and in the win- 
dows, which was returned by Mr. S., though with no 
effect on the part of the Indians, and with little on his. 
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One or two of tlie Indiana were aliglitly womiiled. Hiii 
son. who was frightened, mnde his escape through the 
■window, mid ran toward the woods. He was diBCOvered, 
puraued and taken. When Mr. S. learned from their 
shoutH that thie wnB the case, he determined to tuillyout 
again and aell his life as dearly aa possible. But upon 
reflection, fearing it might eniUuger the life of his son, 
whom they might othenviee save alive, he concluded to 
remain and defend his house to tlie last. The Indiana, 
who were few in number, finding themaelvea unable to 
effect an entrance into the house, hit upon another 
method of attack. They gathered comhuetible mater- 
ialH, and placing them at a aide of the house where there 
were no windows, and where they could not be annoyed 
by Mr. S., set fire to them. In a few minutes the whole 
aide of the houHe waa enveloped in flames. There waa 
but one way of eacape. He had sown a field of hemp, 
which came up to his bouse on one side, and luckily the 
side in which was the cellar door. The proBpect of a 
sueceBsful defense being now over, he went into the 
cellar, and having gained the woode through the hemj), 
made his way to the Mohawk in nafety. The Indiana 
waited until the house was burned down, supposing him 
to have been burned in it, and then, raising their shout 
of victory, departeth taking their prisoner along with 
them into the western part of the .State. 

When Mr. 8hankland bad been introduced to the 
company, he was requeated to relate some of his adven- 
turea, and the foregoing was a part of his narration. 
He stood up in the centre of the httle log^cabin, and so 
for aa space would allow, "fought his battle o'er." His 
audience listened with great attention, though their fac- 
ulties were occasionally excited by his droUeriea, Such 
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a group would form no mean subject (or the pencil 

An object or some interest ftleo to tlie party, was a 
gun which formerly belonged to Joseph Muyall, and the 
notice of which arose from the following circumstance. 
Mayall lived in the town of Laurens, in the now county 
of Otsego. Though an Englishman by birth, he had 
sided with the colonies. He had returned home dimng 
the summer, and was hunting, when he was accosted by 
three men, who requested him to pilot them a short diB- 
tanee down the Susquehanna to the fording place. He 
did BO ; but the men, abusing hia confidence, took his 
gun from him, and having taken off the lock returned it 
to him. They then informed liim that be must accom- 
pany them to Canada. He remonstrated, saying tiiat 
peace bad been declared, and they had no right to de- 
tain him a prisoner. Finding argument unavailing, he 
concluded to siibmit until an opportunity to escape 
should offer. When crossing a branch of the Susque- 
hanna, the better to secure their prisoner, one of the 
men passed to the opposite side of the stream — one sta- 
tioned himself in the middle, and one was to accompany 
Mayall. Seizing upon this advantage, Mayall struck the 
man who was with him on the back a violent blow with 
his gun, which felled him to the earth ; and then seizing 
quickly his gun, fired at, and wounded the one in the 
stream. The third fired at, but missed Mayall, and then 
fied. Mayall returned and came to Cherry Valley, bring- 
ing the guns of the two men, together with bis ovra, 
which be deposited with Mr. Campbell. Mayall was a 
stout, athletic man, and the barrel of his gun was bent 
almost to a semicircle by the violence of the blow. 

The ensuing morning. Gov. Clinton, seeing several 
boys, inquired of Mrs. C. how many children she had : 



TBTON CODNTT. 201 

having told him, be added, "tliey will make fine soldiers 
in timfl." She replied, "she hoped her country would 
never need their aerviceB." "I hope bo too, ma<Iam," 
said Gen. Washington, "for I have seen enough of war." 
They visited Otsego Lake and outlet, where Gen, Clin- 
ton threw a dam acrosB, anti afterward passed down to 
join Gen. SnUivan. The follo^ving letter was written by 
Gen. Wasliington to the Marquis of Chastelleux, a for- 
eigner who was in pursuit of literary and nulitary fame. 

"I have lately made a tour through the lakes George 
and Ch&mplain as far aB Cro^vn Point, then returning 
to Schenectady I proceeded up the Mohawk Kiver to 
Fort Schuj'Ier, crossed over to Wood Creek, which 
empties into the Oneida Lake, and affords the water 
communication with Ontario. I then traversed the 
country to the head of the eastern branch of the Sus- 
quehanna, and viewed the Lake Otsego and the portage 
between that lake and the Mohawk lUver at Canajo- 
harie. Prompted by these actual observationB, I could 
not help taking a more contemplative and estensive 
of the vast inland naTp-igation of these United 
States, and eould not hut be struck with the immense 
diffusion and importance of it, and with the goodness 
of that Providence which has dealt his favors to us with 
so profuse a hand. Would to God we may have wis 
dom enough to improve them. I shall not rest content- 
ed until I have explored the western country, and trav 
ersed those lines (or great part of them) which have 
given bounds to a new empire." 

At the close of the war most of the surviving inhabi- 
tants of Cherry Valley, and of the valley of the Mo- 
hawk, returned to their former homes. Many of them 
had been scattered in different provinces and along the 
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sea board." The places of eome were not occupied, and 
many a tear vob shed as their friends lamented their 
death, 

"Recalling with a sigh 

Dim recollected pleaBureti of llic days of ynutb. 
And early love.'' 

Many of the Boldiere who were at the cloee of the 
war without bomen, and who had been stationed along 
the frontier, returned and settled upon the places of 
their former tiials and Buffdrings. The fertility of the 
■western part of the State had been discoyered by Sulli- 
van's expedition. These and other subsequent circum- 
stances produced a tide of emigration to the west 
which has not ceased to flow, which still pours on ita 
flood into the far unbroken wUderaess. "Who that 
looked upon central and western New York then, would 
have dreamed of its sudden growth and prosperity — 
that in fifty years it would teem with more than a mill- 
ion of inhabitants, rich in education, rich in morals, 
rich in enterprise, both civil and religious, in all that 
adorns a state 1 When however I look over this land, 
the broad domain of the once proud and noble Iroquois, 
and remember how in the days of their glory they de- 
fended this infant colony from the ravages of the French, 
and contrast their former state, numerous, powerful, 
and respected, with their present condition, I feel almost 
disposed to blot out the record which I have made of 
their subsequent cruelties. They are passing away from 
us, without leaving upon the land which they inhabited 

• On the -Ith day of July, 1840, the inhabitants of Cherry Val- 
lev celebtaloi) the anniversaij of the one hundredth year of Ibeir 
settlement. The centennial discourse of the autlicir will be tound 
in the Appendix ; and with it liie writer leela Ihat he Iiih dune 
with the history of hia native ioh n. The meo ol' other geiiem- 
tiona muat continue it. 
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any mementoB of their greatness. No Brant has writ- 
ten tlte historT of the Sis Nations, and left for our 
perusal -'the story of their wrongs." 

'■Tlieiryell of veogeimce, wiis their trump of fame. 
Their monument, h gi»ye without u qiiidb." 

I here close this httle sketch of our border warfare. 
Every person will readily perceive how difficult it is to 
collect materials for even such a sketch, where the few 
tattered and moth eaten documeats are to be sought for 
among many persons, and when the authenticity of many 
events long gone by, rests upon the frail basis of himiau 
memory. It is very possible, therefore, yea, very prob- 
able, there are omissions, perhaps errors, in this volume 
of Annals, I shall be satisfied, however, if I shall have 
succeeded in rescuing from oblivion, any materials, 
however few or small, which shall be useful and impor 
taut for the future historian of this State, for that arch- 
itect whose lot it shall be to rear a monument more du- 
rable than those of stone — ^'that loftier monument on 
which, not the rajs of the setting sun, but the rays of 
a nation's glory, as long as letters shall endure, will 
continue to 'play and linger on its summit.' " 

Since 1776, revolution has followed revolution : but 
however splendid in their commencement, or successful 
in their termination, in the eye of the American, they 
eclipse not that which terminated in his country's in- 
dependence. Far from becoming stale, it increases in 
interest as we recede from it. As our numbers and re 
sources increase, we wonder that so much was done ; 
and when the few remnants of those times shall be gath- 
ered to their companions In peace, we shall regret but 
too late that we had not honored them more. 
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Note A. 

■ 

^'The most remarkable difference existed between the 
Confederates and the other Indian nations with respect 
to eloquence. You may search in vain in the records 
and writings of the past, or in events of the present 
times, for a single model of eloquence among the 
Algonkins, the Abenaquis, theDelawares, the Shawanese, 
or any other nation of Indians, except the Iroquois. The 
few scintillations of intellectual light ; the faint glim- 
merings of genius, which are sometimes to be found in 
their speeches, are evidently derivative, and borrowed 
from the Confederates. 



Speech of the Mohawk Chiefs to the Magistrates of Al- 
bany , on the 25th of March, 1689 — 90, ap,eT the de- 
struction of Schenectady . 

^^ Brethren I — The murder of our brethren at Schenec- 
tady by the French, grieves us as much as if it had be^n 
done to ourselves, for we are in the same chain ; and no 
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doubt oar brethren of New Eogland will be likewise 
Badly affected with this cruel action of the French. The 
French on this occasion have not acted like brave men, 
but like thieves and robbers. Be not therefore discour- 
aged. We give this belt to wipe away your tears. 

"Brethren,/ — We lament the death of so many of our 
brethren, whose blood has been shed at Schenectady. 
We don't think that what the French have done can be 
called a victory, it is only a farther proof of their cruel 
deceit The governor of Canada sends to Onondaga, 
and talks to us of peace with our whole house, but war 
was in his heart, as you may now see by woful experi- 
ence. He did the same formerly at Cadarackiii, and in 
the Senecas' country. This is the third time he has act- 
ed so deceitfully. He has broken open our house at 
both ends, formerly in the Senecas' coimtry, and now 
here. We hope, however, to be revenged of them. 
One hundred of onr bravest young men are in pursuit of 
them ; they are brisk fellows, and they will follow the 
French to their doors. We will beset them so closely, 
that not a man in Canada shall dare to step out of doors 
to cut a stick of wood ; but now we gather up our dead 
to bury them by this second belt. 

'^Brethren! — We came from our castles with tears in 
our eyes, to bemoan the blood shed at Schenectady by 
the perfidioiiB French. While we bury our dead mur- 
dered at Schenectady, we know not what may have be- 
fallen our own people, that are in pursuit of the enemy : 
they may be dead. What has befallen you nmy happen 
to us ; and therefore we come to bury our brethren at 
Schenectady with this third belt. 

"Great and sudden is the mishief, as if it had fallen 
from Heaven upon us. Our forefathers taught us to go 
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with all speed to bemoan and lament with our brethren, 
when &ay disaster or misfortune happens to any in onr 
chain. Take this bolt of vigilance, that you may be 
more watchful for the future. We give our brethren 
eye- water to make them sharp-eighted. (Giving a 
fourth belt.) 

"We now come to the house where we usually renew 
the chain ; but alas ! we find the house polluted with 
blood. AU the Five Nations have heard of this, and wa 
are come to wipe away the blood, and clean the bouse. 
We come to invite Corlear, and every one of you, and 
Quider, {calling to every one of the principal men pres- 
ent by their names,) to be revenged of the ffliemy, by 
this fifth belt. 

'^Brethren .'—Be not diecouroged ; we are strong 
enough. This is the beginning of your war, and the 
whole house have their eyes fixed upon you at this time, 
to observe your behavior. They wait your motion, and 
are ready to join in any resolute meaBures. 

"Our chain is a strong chain ; it ie a silver chain ; it 
can neither rust nor be broken. We, as to our parts, 
are resolute to continue the war. 

"We will never desist, so long as a man of us remains. 
Teike heart ; do not pack up and go away ;* this will 
give heart to a dastardly enemy. We are of the race of 
the bear, yoa know, never yields, while one drop of 
blood is left. We must all be bears, (Giving a sixth 
belt.) 

"Brethren! — Be patient ; this disaster is an affliction 
which has fallen from heaven upon us. The sun, which 
hath been cloudy, and sent this disaster, will shine again 
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B. Take coitrage, courage. {Re- 
:rul timeH &b they gavt; a. seventb 



with its pleasant bi 
peating the word t 
belt) 

"£retAren /—Three years ago we were engaged in a 
bloody war with the French, and yoa encouraged us to 
proceed in it. Our BuccesH answered our expectation ; 
bat we were not well begun, when Corlear stopped us 
from going ou. Had you permitted ub to go on, the 
French would not now have been able to do uh the mis- 
chief they have done ; we would have prevented their 
Bowiog, planting, or reaping. 

"We would have humbled them effectually, but now 
we die. The obstructions you then made now ruin us. 
Let us after this be steady, and take no nuch false meas- 
ures for the future, but prosecute the war vigorously. 
(GHTing a beaver skin.) 

"The brethren must keep good watch, and if the ene- 
my come again, send more speedily to us. Don't desert 
Schenectady. The enemy will glory in seeing it desc- 
late. It will give them cuiu'age that had none before. 
Fortify the place ; it is not well fortified now ; the 
Etockadoes are too short ; the Indians can jump ovei- 
them. (Gave a beaver skin.) 

^'Jirechren/ — The uuBchief done at Schenectady can- 
not be heli>ed now ; but for the future, when the enemy 
appears any where, let nothing hinder your sending to 
us by expresses, and lire great guns, that all may be 
alarmed. We advise you to bring all the River Indians 
under your subjection, to live near Albany, to be ready 
on all occasions. 

"Send to New England ; tell them what has happened 
to you. They will undoubtedly awake, and lend ub 
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their helping hand. It is their interest, as much an oura, 
to push the war to a speedy concluBion. Be not dis- 
couraged ; the Frtrnoh are not so numeroTis an H()ine peo- 
ple talk. If we but heartilj unite to push nn the war, 
and mind our business, the French will sotm be sub- 
dued." 

The magistrates having returned an answer on the 
twenty-seventh, to the satisfaction of the Indians, they 
repeated it all over, word by word, to let the luagistratea 
aee how carefully they minded, and then added — 

^'■Jirelhrtn ! — -We are glad to find you arc lUJt dis- 
couraged. The best and wisest men sometiineK make 
mistakes. Let us now pursue the war vigorouslT. We 
have a hundred men out ; they are good scouts. We 
espect to meet all the sachems of the other nations, as 
they come to condole with you. You need not fear our 
being ready at the first notice. Our ase is always in 
our hands ; but take care that you be timely ready. 
Tour ships, that must do the principal work, are long a 
fitting out. We do not design to go out with a small 
company, or in skulkiug parties ; but as soon as the 
nations can meet, we shall be ready with nur whole 
force. If you would bring this war to a huppy issue, 
yoii must begin soon — before the French cjin recover 
the losses they have received from us, and get new vig- 
or and life ; therefore send in all haste to New F.nglsnd. 
Neither yon nor we can continue long in the <rtmdition 
we are now in ; we must order matters so that the 
French be kept in continual fear and alarm at home ; 
for this is the only way to be seciu-e, and in peace here. 

"The Scatikok Indiana, in our opinion, are well placed 
where they are, {to the northward of Albany ;) they are 
a good out-guard \ they are our children, and we must 
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take oare that they do their duty ; but yon must take 
oare of the Indians below the town ; place them near 
the town, so as they may be of more service to you." 
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SKETCH OF THE LIFE 



SIB WILLIAM JOHNSON. 



Note B. 

A CONSIDERABLB part of tlie following sketch of the 
life of Sir "William JohnBon is taktn from the travele of 
Dr. Dwight, In the main, it ie believed to be correct, 
though perhaps he has not done him jnetice in the re- 
marks which he makes relative to his ccmmaod at Lake 
George. He is supported, however, by an article sup- 
posed to have been written by Gov. Livingston, and 
published in the seventh volume of the Collectioiia of 
the Masaochusetts Historical Society. 

"The eight of Sir William Johnson's mansion, in thiB 
vicinity, awakened in my mind a variety of intereBting 
reflections. This gentleman was bom in Ireland, about 
the year 1714. Sir Peter Warren ha^^ng married an 
American lady, purchased a large estate on and near 
the Mohawk. In the year 1734 he sent for Mr. John- 
son, who was bis nephew, to come and superintend the 
property. To fulfill the duties of the commission Mr. 
Johnson seated himself in this spot — here he became, 
of course, extensively acquainted with the Six Nationa. 
He studied their character, and acquired their language; 
carried on an extensive trade with them, and by a course 
of sagacious measures made himself bo agreeable and 
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useful to them, tliat for many years he possessed an in- 
fluence over tliem, such aa was never gained by any oth- 

"Hie constitution wae nnueually Arm, and hie mind 
hardy, coarse and vigorous. Unsusceptible of tboso 
delicate feelings by which minds of a softer mould are 
in a great measure governed, destitute of those refined 
attachments which are derived from a correspondence 
with elegant society, and imconfined by those moral re- 
straints which bridle men of tender consciences, he here 
saw the path open to wealth and distinction, and deter- 
mined to make the utmost of his opportunity. In 
troublesome times, an active, ambitious man hardly ever 
fails to acquire some degree of consequence. Such were 
the times in which Mr. Johnson resided at this place, 
and BO persevering and successful was he in turning 
them to his advantage, that he rose from the station of 
a common soldier to the command of an army, and from 
the class of yeomen to the title of baronet. 

"In the year 1747 he led the provincial army to Lake 
Gaorge, where was achieved the first victory gained on 
the British side in the war commencing at that period. 
For this victory, toward which he did Httle more than 
barely hold the place of commander-in-chief, he received 
from the House of Commons £5,000 sterling, and from 
the King the title of baronet and the office of superin - 
tendent of Indian affairs, 

"In the year 1759, being at the head of the provin- 
cial troops employed under Brigadier Gen, Prideans to 
besiege Fort Niagara, he became, upon the death of 
that officer, commander-in-chief of the whole army, and 
directed the siege with activity and skill. On the 24th 
of July a body of French and Indian assailanta ap- 
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proached to raise the siege ; Sir Willium marched out 
to meet them and gained a complete victory. The next 
morning the fort itself aurrendered, and the garrison 
were made prisoners of war. 

"In 17G0 he led 1000 Iroqiioie to join the army of 
Gen. Amherst at Oswego. With this body he proceed- 
ed under the command uf that illustrious man to Mon- 
treal. Here he concluded hia military career with hon- 
or, being present and active in a distingiusbed station 
at the surrender of Canada. 

■■The sen-ices which be rendered to the Britisb colo- 
nistB were important, and will bo long as well as de- 
servedly remembered. Tbe property whieb be amassed 
here was very great. At the time when be came into 
America a considerable purt of tbe cultivated, and much 
cf the uncultivated land in tbe province of New York, 
was divided into large manorial posaeBsions, obtained 
successively from tbe government by men of auperior 
sagacity and influence. Sir TrVilliam foUowed the cus- 
tom of the country, and by a succeaeion of ingenious 
and indufitrioua exertions secured to himself vast tracts 
of valuable land. 

"As these were always exposed to French and Indian 
incursions, they were obtained for trifling sums, bein|; 
considered by moat men as of very little value. In con- 
sequence of the peace of Paris, and tbe aubsequent in- 
crease of the settlements in the province, they rose, as 
be bad forseen, from being of bttle vahie to such a price 
as to constitute an immense fortune. 

"By Lady Johnson be had three children ; two daugh- 
ters, one married to Col. Claus, the other to CoL Guy 
Johnson, and a son, afterward Sir John Johnson, 
the first of these gentlemen I have no further informa- 
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tion. The two last took the British side of the ques- 
tion in the Revoluntary war. 

"Sir WilUam built a house at the village of Johns- 
town, where he chiefly lived during the latter part of 
his life. The hsiise which he built on this road (along 
the Mohawk River) was occupied by Sir John. Colonel 
Qay Johnson built a house on the opposite side of the 
road a Uttlu further down the river. Here these men 
lived, esaentiftUy in the rank, and with not a small part 
of the splendor of noblemen. But when they joined 
the British standard their property vanished in a mo- 
ment, and with it their consequence, their enjoyments, 
and probably their hopes." 

Miny flcconnts are still given of the rustic sports en- 
couraged by Sir William, and of the influence which he 
exerted over the Indians and white inhabitanta. He 
died July 11th, 1774, aged 59 years. There is some- 
thing still mysterious connected with his death. He 
had been out to England, and returned the previous 
spring. During a visit which he made shortly after to 
Mr. Campbell, an intimate friend of his at Schenectady, 
the conversation turned upon the subject of the dis- 
pntes between the colonies and the mother country. 
He then said he should neoer live to see them in a stale 
of open war. At a court held in Johnstown for Tryon 
County, he received a foreign package. He was in the 
court bouse when it was handed him. He immediately 
left the bouse and walked over to the Hall. This pack 
age was afterward understood to have contained instmc' 
tions to him to use his influence in engaging the In- 
dians in favor of England, in case a war should break 
out. If such were the instructions to Sir William, his 
situfitdon was indeed trying. On the one side v 
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EBglisb government, which had so highly honored and 
enriched him, and on the other hia own adopted country, 
whose armies he had led to victory, with many warm 
personal friends who entertained a great respect for 
him, and who had fought by his side during the previ- . 
ous wars. A spirit like his could not hut have foreseen 
the dreadful coneequences of employing such a force 
as the Indians in such a war. His death followed im- 
mediately before the rising of the court. Rumor said 
he died by poison, administered by himself ; but per- 
haps extreme excitement of mind thus suddenly put an 
end to a life already protracted to a middling old age. 
He was buried under the old stone church at Johns- 
town. Kis bones were taken up in 1806, and redeposl- 
ted In the coffin was foond the ball with which he 
was wounded at Lake George, which had never been 
extracted, and which ever after occasioned lameness. 
His most valuable papers, including his will, (said to be 
a very singular document,) were buried in an iron chest 
in hia garden, where they were much injured by the 
dampness of the earth. They were taken away by hia 
eon, Sir John, during the war. 
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SKETCH 

or 

THE LIFE AND CHARACTEB 

OF 

JOSEPH BRANT. 



Note a 



JoHZPH Brant, whose name has so often been men- 
tioned in the foregoing pages, was a Mohawk Sachem, 
of grcAt celebrity and influence in his tribe. The time 
of his birth I do not know. In July, 1761, he was sent 
by Sir William Johnson, to the ^^Moor's Charity SchooL" 
at Lebanon, Connecticut, established by the Rev. Dr. 
Wheelock, which was afterward removed to Hanover, 
and became the foundation of Dartmouth College. The 
following mention of him is made in the memoirs of 
that gentleman : 

'^Sir William Johnson, Superintendent of Indian Af- 
fairs in North America, was very friendly to the design 
of Mr. Wheelock, and, at his request, sent to the school, 
at various times, several boys of the Mohawks to be in- 
structed. One of them was the since celebrated Joseph 
Brant ; who, after receiving his education, was particu- 
larly noticed by Sir William Johnson, and employed by 
liim in public business. He has been very useful in ad- 
vancing the civilization of his countrymen, and for a 
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long tame past has been a military officer of extenaiTe 
influent:^ among the Indians in Upper Canada." 

In confirmntiun uf one of the statementei in the aboTS 
Qotic^e, it may be here added, that in 1787 he translated 
the book of Mark into the Mohawk tonpue ; and, as ia 
mentioned in the letter hereafter inserted, contemplated 
writing a history of the Sis Nations, 

The movements of Brant during the war have been 
detaUed, at considerable length, in the foregoing histori- 
cal sketch of Tryon County. Combining the natural 
sagacity of the Indian with the skill and science of the 
civihzed roan, he was a formidable foe. He was a dread- 
ful terror to the frontiers. His paeaions were strong. 
In his intercourse he was affable and poUte, and com~ 
municated freely relative to bis conduct. He often said 
that during the war he had killed but one man in cold 
blood, and that act he ever after regretted. He said ha 
had taken a man prisoner, and was examining him -, the 
prisoner hesitated, and, as he thought, equivocated. 
Enraged at what he considered obstinacy, be struck him 
down. It turned out that the man's apparent obstinacy 
arose from a natural hesitancy of speech. 

The following is the account, given by an European 
traveler, Mr. Weld, which is alluded to in the letter of 
Thomas Campbell. "With a considerable body of his 
troops, he joined the forces under the command of Sir 
John Johnson. A skirmish took place with a body of 
American troops ; the action was warm, and Brant was 
shot by a musket ball in his heel, but the Americans in 
the end were defeated, and an officer, with sixty men, 
were taken prisoners. The officer, after having deliv- 
ered up his sword, had entered into conversation with 
Sir John Johnson, who commanded the British troopsi 
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and they were talking together in the most friendly 
ouianer, when Brant, havmg stolen alily behind them, 
laid the American officer low with a blow of hie toma- 
hawk. The indignation of Sir John Johnson, as may 
be readily BUpposed, was roused by BncL an act of 
treachery, and he resented it in the warmest terms. 
Brant listened to him unconceniedly, and when he had 
finished, told him , that he was sorry for his displeasure, 
bat that indeed his heel was extremely painful at the 
moment, and he could not help revenging himself on 
the only chief of the party that he saw taken. Since 
he bad killed the officer, he added, bis heel was much 
less painful to him thaji it had been before." There 
were doubtless some grounds for such statements as 
that above ; though probably very much esaggerated. 
I have heard a story somewhat similar told of him, but 
it was said that the officer was killed to prevent his be- 
ing retaken by the Americans, who were in pursuit of 
the Indians. In the retreat he would not keep up with 
them. 

Brant stated, and it is believed to be true, that on 
the morning of the day on which Cherry Valley was 
destroyed, he loft the main body of the enemy, and, by 
a different route endeavored to arrive first at the house 
of Mr. Wells, for the purpose of protecting the family ; 
but that he found on his route, and a little way from 
the house, a large ploughed field to cross, which hin- 
dered him, so that he did not arrive imtil it was too 
late. 

In person, Braut was about the middling size, of a 
square, stout build, fitted rather for enduring hardships 
than for quick moTemente. His compleiion was lighter 
than that of most of the Indians, wliich resulted, per- 



hapB, from hia Icbh exposed majmer of living. 'Hiig cir- 
cnmstance, probably, gave riee to a statement, which 
haa been often repeated, that he was of mixed origin. 
He waa married in the winter of 1779 to a daughter of 
Col. Croghan by an Indian woman. The circiimstanceB 
of his marriage are somewhat singular. He waa pres- 
ent at the wedding of Miss Moore from Cherry Valley, 
who had been carried away a prisoner, and who married 
an officer of the garrison at Fort Niagara. 

Brant had lived with his wife for some time preTions, 
according to the Indian ntietom, without marriage ; but 
now insisted that the marriage ceremony should be per- 
formed. This was accordingly done by Col. Butler, who 
was stOl considered a magistrate. After the war he re- 
moTed, with his nation, to Canada. There he was em 
ployed in transacting important business for his tribe. 
He went otit to England, after the war, and was honor- 
ably received there. He died about ten or fifteen years 
since, at Brantford, Haldiman Coimty, Upper Canada, 
where his family now reside. One of his sons, a very 
inteUigent man, has been returned to the Colonial As 
sembly. This son, a few years since, when in London, 
in company with Capt. Robert Carr, a grandson of Sir 
William Johnson, laid before Thomas Campbell written 
docimients, which changed Mr. Campbell's opinion of 
■ his father, and led to an expose of his views, in a lettei 

For the correct understanding of the following letter, 
by those who have not read that beautiful poem, "Ger- 
trude of Wyoming," (if there are any such,) and who 
may not have a copy at hand, I will insert the objection 
able stanzas — one of them has already been given in 
part The speech is that of an Oneida chief, who is 
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made to say, immediately preceding the battle or massii' 
ore at Wyoming : 

*^But is not a time — he started up. 
And Mnote his breast with wo-deiiounciDg liand-- 
lliis is DO time to till the joyous cup ; 
l*he mammoth C(»me8— tbe foe — the monster, Brant. 
With all his howling, desolating band ; 
The^ eyes have seen their blade, and burning pine ; 
Awake at once, and silence half your land. 
Red is the cup they drink ; but not with wine : 
Awake, and watch to-night, or see no morning shine. 

*%Scoming to wield the hatchet for his tribe, 
^Gainst Brant himself 1 went to battle forth : 
Accursed Brant ! he left of all my tribe 
Nor man. nor child, nor thin< of living birth : 
Mo ! not the dog that watched my household hearth, 
Escaped that night of blood upon our plains : 
All perished ! 1 alone am left on earth ! 
To whom nor relative, nor blood remains — 
No, not a kindred drop that runs in human veins/* 

LeUer to the Mohawk Chiefs Ahyonwwghs^ commordy 
called John JBrant, Esq. of the Grand Rioer, Cpper 
Canada, from Thomas CcunpbelL 

''London, January 20, 1822. 

'*SiB, — "Ten days ago I was not aware that sach a 
person existed as the son of the Indian leader, Brant, 
who is mentioned in my poem, Gertrude of Wyoming." 
Last week, however, Mr. S. Bannister, of Lincoln s Inn, 
called to inform me of your being in London, and of 
your having documents in your possession which he be- 
lieved would change my opinion of your fathers mem- 
ory, and induce me to do it justice. Mr. Bannister dis- 
tinctly assured me that no declaration of my sentiments 
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OD ttie sutiject was desired, but such aa noiild spontaii' 
flously flow from my own judgment of the papers that 
were to be nubmitted to me. 

'■I could not be deaf to such an appeal. It was my 
duty to inspeL't the justification of a man whose mem- 
ory I had ruprub^ited, and I felt a satisfaction at the 
pruBpect of his churacter being redressed, which waa 
not likely to have been felt by one who had willingly 
wronged it. As far as any intention to wound the feel- 
ings of the living was concerned, I really knew not, 
when I wri)te my poem, that the son and daughter of 
an Indian chief were ever likely to peruse it, or be af- 
fected by its contents ; and I have observed most per- 
sons to whom I have mentioned the circiunstance of 
your appeal to me, smile with the same surprise which 
I experienced on first receiving it. With regard to 
your father's character, I took it as I found it in popu- 
lar history. Among the documents in his favor, I own 
that you have shown rae one which I regret that I never 
saw before, though I might have seen it ; viz. the Duke 
of Rijchefoucault's honorable mention of the chief in 
his travels." Without meaning, however, in the least 

* Tbo lol'.owing ItHtimooy is borne lo bla (air name by Boche- 
foucauli. wlioKc ability awl means of lonnitiK a correct judgiLeat 
will iiiit be denx^. "Coli>nel Brant is iiii IdiIIui by birth. In 
Ihc AmericaD nnr he fuugbt imder tbc Eok.lii'b batiiier. and be 
hsf Binie been In England, where be was m<wt ^acioiisly received 
bytliekiiig. and met witb a kind reception from hII claaeee of 
people. Nib miiDoer!' iire eemUEuiopeBii. He is atlended by 
I WD nejimcB; baB ealabliiibed himBclF in the KugllBh Hay ^ has a 
garden ami a larm ; dressen after the Europeao faBhion, and nev- 
t-nbeless. poeBessea mucb influence over the Indians, lie aamsts 
Bl preai-iit.(1^9») ai the Sliami treaty, wbicb the I'd i led Slates 
areconcladlng, wilh Ibe weBtem Indians. He U aleo much re- 
apecteil bj the Ameiicans; anil, In geiierul, bears soexccllenta 
name, ihal I regret I could nol tee iind become acquainted with 
him."— Rochejouixiull't Travels in Sarth ' 
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to invalidato that nobleman's respectable autbority. I 
must say, that even if I httd met with it, it would have 
etill offered only a general and prtiBumptive vindication 
of your father, and not such a specific one as I now 
recognize. On the other hand, judge how naturally I 
adopted accusations aguinst him whieh had stood in the 
Annual Register of 1779, as far as I knew, uncontra- 
dicted, for thirty years. A number of authors had re- 
peated them with a confidence which beguiled at last 
my suBpicioQ, and I believe that of the public at large. 
Among these authors were Gordon, Kamuay, Marshall, 
Belsham, and Weld. The most of them, you may tell 
me, perhaps, wrote with zeal against the American war. 
Well, but Mr. John Adolphus was never suspected of 
any sucii zeal, and yet he had said in bis history of £ng 
land, &c. (Vol. HI. p. 110,) "a force of sixteen hundred 
savages and Americans in disguise, headed by an In- 
dian, Col. Butler, and a half-Indian of extraordinary 
ferocity, named Brant, lulling the fears of the inhabi- 
tants (of Wyoming) by treachery, suddenly poaBessed 
themselves of two forts and massacred the garrison.' 
He says farther, 'that all were involved in unsparing 
slaughter, and that even the devices of torment were 
exhausted.' He possessed, if I possessed them, the 
means of consulting better authorities ; yet he has ne?- 
er, to my knowledge, made any atonement to your fath- 
er's memory. When your Canadian friends, therefore, 
call me to trial for having defamed the warrior Brant, I 
beg that Mr. John Adolphus may be also included in 
the summons. And, after his own defense and acquittal, 
I think he is boimd, having been one of my historical 
misleaders, to stand up as my gratuitous counsel, and 
say — 'Gentlemen, you must acquit my chent, for he has 



TEVON COUNTY. 226 

only fallen intit an error which even my judgment could 
nut escape.' 

"la short, I imbibed my concepdon of your father 
from accoimtB of him that were publiMhtd when I was 
scarcely out of my cradle. And if there were any pub- 
he, direct, and Bpocific challenge to those accounts in 
England, ten yuue ago, I am yet to learn where they 
existed. 

"I rose from perusing the papers you submitted to 
me, certainly with an altered impression of his charac- 
ter. I find that tho unfavorable accounts of him wera 
erroneous, even on points not immediately connected 
with his reputation. It turns out, for instance, that be 
w.is a Mohawk Indian, of nnmixed parentage. This 
circumstance, however, ought not to be overlooked in 
estimating the merits of bis attainments. He spoke and 
wrote our language with force and facility, and had en- 
larged views of the union and policy of the Indian 
tribes. A gentleman who had been in America, and 
from whom I sought information respecting liim in con- 
sequence of your interesting message, told me, that 
though he could not pretend to appreciate his character 
entirely, he had been struck by the naivete and elo- 
quence of his conversation. They had talked of music, 
and Brant said, 'I like the harpsiiihord well, and the or 
gan still better < but I like the drum and trumpet beet 
of all, for they make my heart beat quick.' This gentle 
man also described to me the enthusiasm with which he 
spoke of written records. Brant projected at that time 
to have written a history of the Six Nations. The 
genius of history should be rather partial to such a man. 

"I find that when he came to England, after the peace 
of 17B3, the most distinguished individuals of all parties 
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and professions treated liim with tliu utmost kindness. 
Among these were the late Bishop of London, the late 
Duke of North lunberland, and Charles Fus. Lord Baw 
don, now Marquis of Hastings, gnve liim liis picture. 
Thie circumstance argues recommendations from Ameri- 
ca founded in pernouid friendship. In Canada, the me- 
morials of bis moral character represent it as uaturoDy 
iug^nuous and geuerous. The evidence afforded in- 
duces me to believe that he often strove to mitigate the 
cruelty of Indian warfare. 

"Lastly, you affirm that he was not within many miles 
of the spot when the battle which decided the fate of 
Wyoming took place, and from your offer of reference 
to living witnesses, I cannot but admit the assertion. 
Had I learned all this of your father when X was writing 
my p<iem, he should not have figured in it as the hero 
of mischief. I cannot, indeed, answer by anticipation 
what the writers who have either to retreat or defend 
what they may have said about him, may have to allege ; 
I can only say that my own opinion about him is 
changed. I am now inclined exceedingly to doubt Mr. 
Weld's anecdote, and for thin reason : Brant was not 
only tnisted, consulted, and distinguished by several 
eminent British officers in America, but personally be- 
loved by them. 

"Now I could conceive men in power, for defensible 
reasons of state poHtics, to have officially trusted, and 
even publicly distinguished at courts or levees, on active 
and sagacious Indian chief, of whose private character 
they might nevertheless still entertain a very indifferent 
opinion. But I coniiot imagine liigb-minded and high- 
bred British officers, forming individual and fond friend- 
ahip for a man of ferocious character. It comes within 



my expreMB knowledge that the kte Gen. Sir Charks 
Stuart, fourth son of the Earl of Bute, the father of our 
present ambaBsador at Paris, the ofBctr who took Min- 
orca iind Calvi, and who comaianded our army in Portu- 
gal, knew your father in Ainerica, often altpt under the 
Bime tent with him, and had the warmest regard for 
him. It HeemB but charity to euppose the man who 
attracted the esteem of Lord Bawdon and Oen. Stuart, 
to have pofiseased amiable qualities, so that I believe 
you when you affirm that he was mereiful as brave. And 
now I leave the world to judge whether the change of 
opinion, with which I am touched, arieeH fri^m false deli- 
cacy and flesibility of mind, or from a sense of honor 
and justice. 

"Here, properly speaking, ends my reckoning with 
you about your father's memory ; but, as the Canadian 
newspapers have made some remarks on the subject of 
Wyoming, with which I cannot fully coincide, and as 
this letter will probably be read in Canada, I cannot con- 
clude it without a few more words, in ease my silence 
wonld seem to admit of propositions which are rather 
beyond the stretch of my creed. I will not, however, 
give any plain truths which I have to offer to the Cana- 
dian writers, the slightest seasonings of bitterness, for 
they have alluded to me, on the whole, in a friendly and 
liberal tone. But when they regret my departiire from 
historical truth, I join in their regret only in as far as I 
have unconsciously misunderstood the character of 
Brant, and the share of the Indians in the transaction, 
which I have now reason to suspect, was much less than 
that of the white men. In other circumstances, I toot 
the liberty of a vei sifier, to run away &om fact into 
fancy, like a school-boy, who never dreams that he is a 
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truikDt when be riimbleB on a hulytlay frum echool. It 
BeemH, however, that I falsely represented Wyoming to 
hive been a terreetrial paradise. It was not so, Buy the 
Canadian papers, bocaiiBo it oontainod a great number 
of Tories ; and undoubtedly that cause gues far to ac- 
count for the fact. Eirbhly pjj'.ilises, however, arti but 
earthly things, and Temple and Arcadia may have had 
their drawbacks on happiness as wull as Wyoming. I 
must, nevertheless, still believe that it was a flourishing 
colony, and tliat its destruction fwrnished a just warn- 
ing to human beings against war and revenge. But the 
whole catastrophe is affirmed in a Canadian newspaper 
to have been nothing more than a fair battle. If this 
be the fact, lot accredited signatures come forward to 
atttest it, and vindicate the innocence and honnrable- 
neSB of the whole transaction, as yoiu- father's character 
has been vindicated. An error about bim by no means 
proves the whole account of the business to be a fiction. 
Who would not wish its atrocities to be disproved 1 But 
who can think it disproved by a single defender, who 
writes anonymously, and without definable weight or 
authority t 

"In another part of the Canadian newspapers, my 
theme has been regretted am dishonorable to England. 
Then it was, at all events, no fable. But how far was 
the truth dishonorable to England ? American settlers, 
and not Englishmen, were chiefly the white men, calling 
themselves Christians, who were engaged in this affair. 
I shall be reminded, perhaps, that they also called them- 
selves LoyalistB. But for Heaven's sake, let not English 
loyalty be dragged down to palliate atrocities, or Eng- 
lish deUcacy be invoked to conceal them. I may be 
told that England peiTuitted the war, and waa tiierefore 
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responsible for its occuirencefl- Not aurely, univerBally, 
nor directly. I should be iinwilling to make even Lord 
North's adminiatration answerable for till the actions of 
Butler's Rangers ; and I should be still more sorry to 
make all England amenable either for Lord North' 
niioistration or for Butler's Bangers. Was the Ameri. 
can war an unanimous and heartfelt war of the people 
Were the best patriots and the brightest luminaries o 
our senate for, or against it t Chatham declared, thai 
if America fell she would fall like the strong man — that 
she would embrace the pillars of our constitution, and 
perish beneath its ruins. Burke, Fox, and Barre kin 
died even the breasts of St. Stephen's Chapel, against 
it ; and William Fitt pronounced it a war against the 
sacred cause of Liberty. If so, the loss of our colonies 
was a blessing, compared with the triumph of those 
principles that would hare brought Washington home in 
chains. If Chatham and Fitt were our friends in de- 
Qoiuicing the injustice of this war, then Washington 
was only nominally our foe in resisting it ; and he was 
as much the enemy of the worst enemies of our consti- 
tution, as if he had fought against the return of the 
Stwarts on the banks of the Spey or the Thames. I 
say, therefore, with full and free charity to those who 
think differently, that the American war was disgraceful 
only to those who were its abettors, and that the honor 
of Eugliahmen is redeemed in proportion as they depre- 
cate its principles and deplore its details. Had my 
theme even involved English character more than it does, 
I could still defend it. If my Canadian critic alleges 
that a poet may not blame the actions of his country, I 
meet his allegation and deny it No doubt a poet ought 
not forever to harp and carp upon the faults of his coun- 
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try, but ii6 ma; be ber munU cenBor, and he must not 
be her parasite. If an EngliHh poet under Edward III. 
had only dared to leave one generous line of commiBer- 
ation to the mi;morj' of Sir William Wallfl.ee, how much 
he would have raieed oui eBtim^tiou of the m.ral char- 
acter of the age ! There in a present and a future in 
nationitl character, aa well as a past ; and the character 
of the present age is best provided for by impartial and 
ganer^iUB sentiments respecting the past. The twentieth 
century will not think the worse of the nineteenth for 
regretting the American war. I know the slender im- 
portance of my own works. I am contending, however, 
against a falae principle of delicacy, that would degrade 
poetry itself if it were adopted ; but it will never be 
adopted 

"I therefore regret nothing in the historical aUusions 
of my paem, except the mistake about your father. 
Nor, thongb I have spoken freely of American affairs, 
do I mean to deny that your native tribes may have had 
a just cause of quarrel with the American colonists. 
And I regard it as a mark of their gratitude that they 
adhered to the royal cause, because the governors act- 
ing in the king's name had been their most constant 
friends, and the colonial subjects possibly, at times, 
their treacherous invaders. I could say much of Euro- 
pean injiistice toward your tribes, but in spite of all 
that I could say, I must still deplore the event of Chrie- 
tians having adopted their mode of warfare, and, as cii^ 
oumstances then stood, of their having invoked their 
alliance. If the Indians thirsted for vengeance on the 
colonists, that should have been the very circmnatance 
to deter us from blending their arms with ours. I trust 
you will understand this declaration to be made in. the 
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spirit of fraukuefiB. and not of mean and inhospitable 
arrugance. If I were to speak to yon in that spirit, 
how eanily and how truly could you tell me that the 
American Indiana have departed faster from their old 
practices of warfare, than Christians have departed from 
their habits of rehgious persecution ! If I were to 
preach to you about European humanity, you might ask 
me how long the ashes of the Inquisition have been 
oold, and whether the slave-trade be yet abolished T 
You might demand how many — no, how few generations 
have elapsed since our old women were burned for imagi- 
nary commerce with the devil, and whether the houses 
be not yet standing from which our great grandmothera 
may have looked on the hurdles passing to the place of 
execution, whilst they blessed themselves that they were 
not witeheaT A ht)rrible occurrence of this nature 
took place in Scotland during my own grandfather's life- 
time. As to warlike customs, I should be exceedingly 
sorry if you were to press me even on those of my 
brave old ancestors, the Scottish Highlanders. I can 
nevertheless recollect the energy, faith, hospitality of 
those ancestors, and at the same time I am not forgetful 
of the simple virtues of yours. 

"I have been thus special in addressing you, from a 
wish to vindicate my own consistency, as weU as to do 
justice to you in your present circumstances, which are 
peculiarly and publicly interesting. The chief of an 
aboriginal tribe now settled under the protection of 
our sovereign in Canada, you are anxious to lead on 
your people in a train of civilization that is already be- 
gun. It is impossible that the British community 
should not be touched with regard for an Indian stran- 
ger of respectable private character, possessing such 
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nsefnl and honorable yiews. Trosting that you will 
amply succeed in them, and long hve to promote im- 
provement and happiness amidst the residue of your 
ancient race, 

I remain your sincere well* wisher, 

Thoicas Campejox." 
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SKENANDO. 



Note D. 



The following account of the death of this chief was 
published in the Utica Patriot, March 19, 1816 : 

"Died at his residence, near Oneida Castle, on Mon- 
day, 11th inst., Skenando, the celebrat(»d Oneida chief, 
aged 110 years ; well known in the wars which occurred 
while we were Britisli colonies, and in the contest which 
issued in our independence, as the undeviating friend of 
the people of the United States. He was very savage 
and addicted to drunkenness * in his youth, but by his 
own reflections and the benevolent instruction of the 
late Rev. Mr. Kirkland, missionary to his tribe, he lived 
a reformed man for more than sixty years, and died in 
Christian hope. From attachment to Mr. Kirkland lie 
had always exjiressed a strong desire to be buried near 
his minister and father, that lie might (to use his own 
expression) ^ go up with him at the great re.^iWTection.' 
At the approach of death, after listening to the prayers 
which were read at his bedside by his great grand- 
daughter, he again repeated the request. Acirordingly, 

* In the your 175.'). Skoiiniulo wiLs i>ivs(Mit at a tn'aty iiukIo in 
Albany. At nig-lit h»j wjus oxcfssivoly <irnnk. an«l in the niorninir 
foinid liinisi^ll' in llio stn'(;t, strippiMl of all his (>i*nani«Mits and 
ev(M'y ai'ticle of clothing. Ilis jjri<l»» rovoltiMl at his sclf-do^rjula- 
tion, an<l ho rosolvod that In* would uovor a^ain di'livor hinis<»lf 
over to the j)o\vor of strouy icaltr. 

30 
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the family of Mr. Kirkland having received information 
by a runner that Skenando was dead, in compliance with 
a previous promise sent assistance to the Indians, that 
the corpse might be carried to the village of Clinton for 
burial. Divine service was attended at the meeting- 
house in Clinton on Wednesday at two o'clock, p. m. An 
address was made to the Indians by the Rev. Dr. Back- 
us, President of Hamilton College, w^hich w^as inter- 
preted by Judge Deane, of Westmoreland. Prayer w^as 
then offered and appropriate psalms sung. After ser- 
vice, the concourse which had assembled from respect 
to the deceased chief, or from the singularity of the 
occasion, moved to the grave in the following order : 

STUDENTS OF HAMILTON COLLEGE, 

CORPSE, 

INDIANS, 

MRS. KIRKLAND AND FAMILY, 

JUDGE DEANE, REV. DR. NORTON, REV. MR. AYRE, 

OFFICERS OP HAMILTON COLLEGE, 

CITIZENS. 

" After interment, the only surviving son of the de- 
ceased, self-moved, returned thanks, through Judge 
Deatie as interpreter, to the people for the respect 
shown to his father on the occasion, atid to Mrs. Kirk- 
land and family for their kind and friendly attention. 

** Skenando's person was tall, well made, and robust. 
His countenance was intelligent, and displayed all the 
})e<'uliar dignity of an Indian chief. In his youth he 
was a brave and intrepid w^arrior, and in his riper years 
one of the noblest councellors among the North Ameri- 
can tribes ; he possessed a vigorous mind, and was alike 
sagacious, active and persevering. As an enemy he was 
.errible. As a friend and ally he was .mild and gentle in 
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his disposition, and faithful to his engagements. His 
vigilance once preserved from massacre the inhabitants 
of the little settlement at German Flats. In the Revo- 
lutionary war his influence induced the Oneidas to take 
up arms in favor of the Americans. Among the Indians 
he was distinguished by the appellation of the * white 
man's friend.' 

" Although he could speak but little English, and in 
his extreme old age was blind, yet his company was 
sought. In conversation he was highly decorous, evinc- 
ing that he had profited by seeing civilized and polished 
society, and by mingling with good company in his bet- 
ter days. 

" To a friend who called on him a short time since, he 
thus expressed himself by an interpreter: * I am an aged 
hemlock. The winds of an hundred winters have whis- 
tled through my branches ; I am dead at the top. The 
generation to which I belonged have run away and left 
me ; why I live the great Good Spirit only knows. Pray 
to my Jesus that I may have patience to wiilfc for my 
appointed time to die.' 

"Honored chief! His prayer was answered ; he was 
cheerful and resigned to the last. For several years he 
kept his dress for the grave prepared. Once and again, 
and again he came to Clinton to die ; longing that his 
soul might be with Christ, and his body in the narrow 
house near his beloved Christian teacher. 

"While the ambitious but vulgar great look principally 
to sculptured monuments and to riches in the temple of 
earthly fame, Skenando, in the spirit of the only real 
nobility, stood with his loins girded, waiting the coming 
of the Lord. His Lord has come, and the day ap- 
proaches when the green hillock that covers his dust 
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will be more respected than the Pyramids, the Mauso- 
lea, and the Pantheons of the proud and inperioua. 
His simple turf and stone will be viewed with venera- 
tion when their tawdry ornaments shall awaken only 
pity and disgust. 

"Iinlulpro my native Innd, in(Uil«»'« tho tear 
Tliat steals impassioinid o'er a natioji's doom ; 
To me each t>\n^ fi-oiii A(lniii\s stock is <lear. 
And s<inxi\vs fall 1111011 an Indian's tomb." 

Clinim, March Uth, 1810." 
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MOSES YOUNGLOVE. 



Note E. 



Dr. Younolove, after his return from captivity, wrot« 
a poem describing some of the scenes which he had 
witnessed, and detailing his wanderings and sufferings. 
I shall make some extracts from this poem, not that 
they contain many poetic beauties, but because they de- 
lineate some striking customs of the Indians. The poem 
comes from the pen of the hero himself, who might with 
truth exclaim, *' pars magna fui.*' The first extract is a 
description of the battle of Oriskany. 

Tlie time and j»la<!0 of our unhappy tij^ht, 

To you at hir^t.* \v<Mt» n«.M»dU'ss to recite ; 

Wh«'n in the wood oui* tien;e, inhuman fiH»8, 

With piondn^ yell from cin'ling* amhush i-oso ; 

A 8ud(U»n volley i*ends the vaulted sky ; 

Their i)ainted Ixnlies hi(hH)us to the eye ; 

They rush like h<^Hish furies on f»ur bands. 

Their slaujrhter weapons brandisluMl in their hands. 

Then we with e<pnd fury join the ti^ht, 
Kn^ Pficrhtat gained his full meridian height ; 
Nor ct.'iistMl the h()rn)i*s of the l)loo<ly fray, 
l^ll he ]\;u\ journeyed half his evenin«r way. 

Now hand to hand, the contest is for life. 
With bayonet, tomahawk, swnnl. an<l scalpin^-knife ; 
No more n>mote the work of death w«^ ply. 
And thick as hail the showenni^ bullets tly : 
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Full many a hardy wanior sinks supin(», 

Yolls, slirieks, ^n'oans, and thundoring" voUoyn join ; 

The dismal din the ring-ing- fon'st tills, 

Tlie sounding- echo roai-s along* the hills. 

Our friends an<l foes lie strug-^ling" in their bl(X)d, 

An undistinguished eai'imp' sti*ews the w(X>d ; 

And every streamlet <lrinlvS the cj-imson flood. 

True valor, stubbonin(»ss, and fury here. 

There, fell reveng-e, despair, and spite appear ; 

TjOng" rag-ed sun-ounding* death, and no deliverance near ; 

AVhile mangled fnends, not fated yet to die, 

Imploi-e our aid in vain with feeble ciy. 

Of two depaHments wei*e the assailing: f(K*s : 
Wild savage natives lead the lii-st of thosf* ; 
Their almost naked frames, of vaiious dyes, 
And nng^s of black and ivd sniTOund their eyes. 
On one side they pi*es<»nt a shaven head. 
The inik«»d half of the vermilion i-ed ; 
In spots the pai'ti-colored facc^ they di-ew. 
Beyond description hornble to view ; 
Their ebon locks to bi*aid, with paint o'erspread ; 
The silvered eai-s depending* fivm the head ; 
Their g"audery my (lesciijitive power ex(!eeds. 
In plumes of featliei*s, g-litt^^nng* plates and beads. 

With them, of i)arri<*ides a bloody band. 
Assist the ravag:e of their i)arent land ; 
With e<pial di-ess, and ai'ULS and savag-e arts, 
Bnt moiv. than savagr<» rancor in their hearts. 

These for the fli'st attack their force unite. 
And most sustain the fury of the tig-ht. 
Their rule of wai-fanN devastation ilire. 
By undisting-uished plun<ler, death, and fli-e ; 
They torture man and lx;ast with barbarous rag-e. 
Nor tender infant sj)ai*e, noi* reverand sag-e. 

O'er them a horiid monster Ixn**.' command. 
Whose inanspicious birth disgri-aced our land ; 
By malice ur^red to every barbarous art ; 
Of cruel tem]>ei", but <»f coward heart. 

The second was a i-cnegado crew, 
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Who anil and di'css as Christian nations do, 
Led by a cliief who boi*e the tii-st command ; 
A bold invader of hia native land. 

Such was the bloody tiyht, and such the foe ; 
Our smaller foi*ce ititumed them blow for blow, 
By turns successfully their fonied defied. 
And conquest wavenng seemed from side to side. 

The following is a description of a scene the night 
after the battle : 

Not half the savages i*etunied from fight ; 
They to their native wilds had si>ed their flight : 
Those that i-emained a long encampment made, 
And risuig fiixjs illumined all the shade ; 
In vengeance for their numerous brothere slain, 
For tortui*e sundry jirisoners they I'etain ; 
And thi*ee fell monstere, horrible to view, 
A fellow pnsoner fi*om the s<intrie.s di*ew ; 
The guaitla before received their <.'hief*s command, 
To not withhold us from the slaughtering band ; 
But now the sutfei'er's fate they sympathize. 
And for him supplicate with earnest cHes. 

I saw the General slowly passing l)y ; 
The s<^ai'geant on his knet's, with tearful eye, 
Imploi*ed the guards might wrest him from their hands. 
Since now the troops could awe tlu»ir less(»ned bands. 
With lifted cane the General thus replies, 
(While indignation sj)arkleri fi-om his eyes,) 
"Go, sirrfih ! mind your onliM-s given b(»fore. 
And for internal n»b(?ls j^lead no more ! " 
For help the wr<»tched victim vainly cries. 
With sui>plicnting voice and ardent eyes ; 
With horror chilled, I tui*n away my face, 
Whil(» instantly tlu'v bear him from the j)lace. 
Di'ead sciMie I with anguish stiuig I inly gi*oan. 
To think the noxt hard lot nmv Im» niv own ; 
And now I poring sit, now sudden sturt, 
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Thi'tiug-li ."iiixioiu* Ji'jritjitiou ()f my heart ; 
In t*v<*ry bush the roiniiig' too aj>i)ear, 
Tlioir st)uii(l ill every Ihim'zo I seem 1x) hear. 

Nocturnal shaikhs at longlh involve the sky, 
Tin* planets faintly glimmer from on hi*;*!! ; 
AVlien tlm^ujrh the fri'ove the flaming liivs arise, 
An«l loud resound the tortui*ed pnsoners* cries ; 
Still Jis their pang^ ai-e more or less extivme,* 
The bitter g'i'oan is heard, or sudden scn.'am ; 
But when their natures faih'd, and death drew netu* 
Their screeches faintly sounded in the ear. 

Tremendous nig-ht of w(K» beyond comj)ai'e ! 
I beg- for death, in ang-uish of despair ; 
No gleam of hope, no ivst my soul could find ; 
ApproiU'hing tortuit* piawing: on my miml ; 
Until Aurora puri)led o*er the skies, 
Th(Mi gentl(» shunber sealed .iwhile my eyes ; x 
JJut troubled dreams arising- in my head, 
My fancy to th«i scene (^f battle led. 
The fatal wfK)d my weeiiing- eyes survey, 
Whei-e \)iiU\ in death my slaughtenMl neighboi*s lay; 
A long- adieu, 1 cried, my brethren slain ; 
No nioi*e to joy my longing soul ag-ain ! 
Who shall j)i"otect your wives with guardian care. 
And babes abandoned to the rag-e of war? 
DeciN'pit i)arents, with the feeble g-roan. 
Shall wail your fate, their country's, and their own ; 
While, h)st to all, you luM'e nnburied lay. 
To ft^ast the ravens and i\w T>easts of i>ivy ; 
Yet, )»y your slaughter, siifi* arrivetl on shoi-e, 
llie storms of war shall bivak your i)ea<'e no moixi ; 
ICach honest soul your mem(>ry shall revere. 
And pay the tribute of u tender tear. 
Oh ! had I too i)artook your ralm rej)0se. 
In safe ivtn^at, beyond tin* power of fi»»*s, 
I had avoiih^l, by a mil(h'r fate. 
Dread hornn"s past, and iortui*es that await. 
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His own day of trial and suffering at length came on, 
and he thus describes it : 

Now did the dreadful morn at length ariset 

And Sol through mists reluctant climbed the skies. 

When savages, for honid sport prepared, 

Demand another prisoner from the guard. 

We saw their feared approach with mortal flight, 

Their scalping-ki lives they sharpened in our sight ; 

Beside the guard they sat them on the ground, 

And viewed, with piercing eyes, the prisoners round. 

As when a panther grim, with furious eye. 

Surveys the tender lad he dooms to die ; 

The lad beholds him, shivering with affright, 

Sees all resistance vain, despaii-s of flight ; 

So they on me their glaring eyelids roll. 

And such the feelings ot my shuddering soul. 

At length one, rising, seized me by the hand ; 

By him drawn forth, on trembling knees I stand ; 

I bid my fellows all a long adieu ; 

With answering grief my wretched case Ihey view. 

They led me, bound, along the winding flood, 
Far in the gloomy bosom of the wood ; 
There (horrid sight I) a prisoner roasted lay, 
The carving-knife had cut his flesh away. 
AgHinst a tree erect I there was bound, 
While they regaled themselves upon the ground ; 
Their shell of spirits went from hand to hand, 
Their friends collecting still, a numerous band. 

So passed the day. What terrors in me reign ! 
I supplicate for instant death in vain. 
I thmk upon this breach of nature's laws. 
My family, my friends, my country's cause ; 
Around me still collect my bloody foes. 
Still in my mind approaching torture rose ; 
The skeleton in open prospect lay, 
Chaos of woful thought employed my wretched day. 
31 
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Now on a neighboring green, Ligh JtillJng o'er, 
Where iinderneHlli Ibe rapid watei'B roar, 

There, round a fire- Ibeir heap^ of fuel rira. 

Noclurnal gliadowg thlclEeaing iti the ekius. 

Beside the fiie I tremble it Ihe BtHk'i ; 

U'he numerous herd a Bpadoii!i circle muke ; 

And as the Hames. ndvaiiciag, rise in air, 

Within the riu;; mj tortuien repair ; 

With whoop and dance rhey tune the deathfiil song. 

Along Ihe margin crowd the sportWe throng ; 

Whi'ti lo! the tailiug bank, beneath the load. 

Broke short aail plunged ua hesdlong Id the Hood. 

In trariHport dona the etrc^im my course I made ; 

With di'Oiil cries re^nnds the gloomy uhadc ; 
The QoHting stake adhering by s thutig, 

With n-iae above the Btream I Steal along. 
Through all the vale a fruitless search they made. 

And feailul lionllogs rung along tlie shade. 

When to the camp again their way they steer, 

Their distant clamor murmuring in my ear. 

Far down the stream, where lies a nakeil strand, 

With shivering lloibB. I softly crept Co iaad. 
Tha stake upon the shore I rralled along ; 
Then joyfully unbound e»di federing tbong. 
And for tlie neighboring road in haste depirt, 
The hope of freedom ilawulDg in my heai't. 
Through gloomy tblcketa, lar, I grope my way. 
And briery heaths, where pines extended lay ; 
Now thoughts of home my rarished soul delight. 
Now distant, savage yells my mind affright ; 
Stili I my way with all my power pursued, 
Still did the road my aniioua search elude. 
Long time I groped the rough, uncertain way ; 
Through erring course, I wandered far astray ; 
Nor moon, nni star, would lend a friendly ray ; 
Then laid me down, dejected and forioro. 
To rest my weary limbs, and wait the mom ; 
Bre long my leafy couch I there bad presaed, 
Exhausted nature «unk to quiet rest. 
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He was retaken and narried to the far west by a dif- 
ferent tribe. The following w a description of the 
arrival of the tribe at their village, and of his running 
the gauntlet : 

Their glad reiurn ilirougb dl Lhe place wag told ; 

Next moraiiig tliey cudvcds both young mil uld. 

The band, cquippud ia all their war parade, 

Into The town a formal antrj made ; 

lliey Ici] me up. triumpliiog with delight. 

With aU Iheir spoils and tropbiee of lhe Bght, 

Except the scalp- ; tav iheae they hud their pay, 

From BritiBb .igenla ei*e Ihey came away. 
They end tliuii' march, where, high upon the green, 

A Dumerous cro-td of erory age wa^ seen; 

The hoflty pureni liowing duwn with years, 

The mother with her 'ender train appears ; 

The youthful uirhcr hcnda his little bow. 

And sportive atripllngs ;^mbol ia the row ; 

Wurrlora and huiitirrd tricked ia best array. 

And youthful maiil.- th"lr Mwiiy ctiarma display. 

With si^arlet cloth. HngB. Iioada. and rlbhoas gay. 
I trembled when I to the crowd was bruu^ht, 

The etiike HDd Qames arising in my thought ; 

But aoon my guard, nppi'oaching to my eitr. 

Bid me conllde in him, and nothing fear. 
There, In a >paL'iouB hut, on eliher hand, 

Two lengthy rows with slicks and weapons stand ; 

Then stripped I was to pass between the i-owa. 

And each Inflict at pleasure woundu and blows ; 

My keeper geulty siruL-k. then nrjted my flight ; 

Between the raaks I ttcd with all my might. 
As when some farmer, blest with pleuteoue yield. 

Bis crop of buckwheat thrashes ia t)ic field. 

The men and boys Hilh Hull in hand around, 

Clap after clap loud cnnstant rlntteiings sound. 

The straws all crusUud in brolsen pieces lie, 

The grains around the thrashere' faces fly; 

So, as with naked frame Ipasa along, 
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Resound the strokes of all the fuiious throng ; 
So by their blows my mangled skin is broke. 
And so the sputtering blood pursues the stroke. 

Two female furies at the further end. 
Their brother slain In fight, my death inCeid ; 
Enra^^fed, they maul with clubs my bleeding head. 
And doubtless would erelong have laid me dead ; 
But quickly did their father interpose, 
And then my keeper fended off their blows. 
I tlessed the thought that once his death with<atood. 
And checked my hand, when raised to shed his blood. 
The aged sire adopts me for his son ; 
Rejoiced, I put the savage habit on ; 
With honorary paint, in blanket dressed, 
I stand installed an [ndian with the rest. 
The sire in gayest fashion shaved my head. 
Then to his home, rejoicing, I was led. 

They used me tenderly, my wounds they healed. 
But deeper wound« within remain concealed ; 
My wife, my country, friends, and blooming child ; 
Exchanged for captive bands in regions wild ; 
These thoughts incessent did my bosom rend, 
And often did the painful tear descend. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 
GOVEKNOK GEORGE CLINTON. 



Note F. 



Georoe Clinton, formerly Governor of the State of 
New York, and Vice President of the United States, 
was bom on the 26th July, 1739, in the county of Ulster, 
in the colony of New York. He was the youngest son 
of Colonel Charles Clinton, an emigrant from Ireland, 
and a gentleman of distinguished worth and high con> 
sideration. 

He was educated, principally, under the eye of his 
father, and received the instruction of a learned minis- 
ter of the Presbyterian church, who had graduated in 
the university of Aberdeen ; and after reading law in 
the office of William Smith, afterward chief justice of 
Canada, he settled himself in that profession in the 
county of his nativity, where he rose to eminence. 

In 1768, he took his seat as one of the members of 
the Colonial Assembly for the county of Ulster, and he 
continued an active member of that body until it was 
merged in the Revolution. His energy ol charactar, 
discriminating intellect, and undaunted courage, plMed 
him among the chiefs of the Whig party ; and he 
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alwuys considered poBaeased of a superior mind anil 
master spirit, on which hitt country might rely, as au 
asylum in the most gloomy periods of her fortimes. 

On the 22.1 of April, 1775, he was chosen by the 
Provincial Ccmvention of New York one of the dele- 
gates to the Continental Congress, and took his seat in 
that illustrious body on the 15th of Hay. On the lib 
of July, 1776, he was present at the glorious declaration 
of independence, and aesented with his usual energy 
and decision to that measure ; but having been appoint- 
ed a brigadier general in the mihtiu, and also in the 
army, the exigencies of his country, at that trying hour, 
rendered it necessary for him to take the field in per- 
son, and he therefore retired from Congress immediately 
after his vote was given, and before the instrument was 
transcribed for the signature of the members ; for 
which reason his name does not appear among the 
signers. 

A constitution having been adopted for the State of 
New York, on the 20th April, 1777, be was chosen, at 
the first election under it, both governor and heutenant 
governor, and he was continued in the former office for 
eighteen years, by triennial elections ; when, owing to 
ill health, and a respect for the republican principle of 
rotation in office, he decUned a re-election. 

During the Revolutionary war, he cordially co-oper- 
ated with the immortal Washington, and, without his 
aid, the army would have been disbanded, and the north' 
em separated from the southern States, by the interven- 
tion of British troops. He was always at his post in 
the times that tried men's souls ; at one period repelling 
the advances of the enemy from Canada, and at another 
meeting them in battle when approaching from the 
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aoutli. His gallaut defenae of Fort Montgomery, with 
a handful of men, against a powerful force commanded 
by Sir Henry Clinton, was equally honorable to hia 
intrepidity and his akill. 

The following are the particulars of his gallant con- 
duct at the storming of Forts Montgomery and Clinton, 
in October, 1777: 

"When the British reinforcements, under General 
Robertson, amounting to nearly two thousand men, 
arrived from Eiirope, Sir Henry Clinton used the great- 
est exertion, and availed himaelf of every favorable cir- 
ciuustonce, to put these troops into immediate opera- 
tion. Many were sent to suitable vessels, and united in 
the expedition, which consisted of about four thousand 
men, against the forts in the Highlands. Having made 
the neceasary arrangements, he moved up the North 
Biver, and landed on the 4th of October at Tarrytown. 
purposely to impress Qi^neral Putnam, under whose 
command a thousand continental troops had been left, 
with a belief that his post at PeekskUl was the object of 
attick. At eight o'clock at night the general communi- 
cated the intelligence to Governor Clinton, of the arrival 
of the British, and at the same time expressed his opin- 
ion respecting their destination. The designs of Sir 
Henry were immediately ptreeived by the governor, 
who prorogued the Assembly on the following day, and 
ftrrived thut night at Fort Montgomery. The British 
troops, in the mean time, were secretly conveyed across 
the river, and assaults upon our forta were meditated to 
be mjide on thd Gth, which were accordingly put in exe- 
cution, by attacking the American advanced party at 
Djodletown. about two miles and a ludf from Fort 
Montgomery. The Americana received the fire of the 
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British, and retreated to Fort Clinton. The enemy 
then advanced to the west side of the mountain, in 
order to attack our troops in the rear. Governor Clin- 
ton immediately ordered out a detachment of one hun- 
dred men toward Doodletown, and another of sixty, 
with a brass field-piece, to an elegible spot on another 
road. They were both soon attacked by the whole force 
of the enemy, and compelled to fall back. It has been 
remarked that the talents, as well as the temper of a 
commander, are put to as severe a test in conducting a 
retreat, as in achieving a victory. The truth of thisy 
Governor Clinton experienced, when, with great bravery, 
and the most perfect order, he retired till he reached 
the fort. He lost no time in placing his men in the best 
manner that circumstances would permit His post, 
however, as well as Fort Clinton, in a few minutes were 
invaded on every side. In the midst of this dishearten- 
ing and appalling disaster he was summoned, when the 
sun was only an hour high, to surrender ; but his gal- 
lant spirit sternly refused to obey the call. In a short 
time after the British made a general and most desper- 
ate attack on both posts, which was received by the 
Americans with undismayed courage and resistance. 
Officers and men, militia and continentals, all behaved 
alike brave. An incessant fire was kept up till dusk, 
when our troops were overpowered by numbers, who 
forced the lines and redoubts at both posts. Many of 
the Americans fought their way out ; others accidentally 
mixed with the enemy, and thus made their escape effec- 
tually ; for, besides being favored by the night, they 
knew the various avenues in the mountains. The Qoy- 
em or, as well as his brother. General James Clinton^ 
who was wounded, were not taken." 
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The adminiBtration of Governor Clinton was charac- 
terized by wisdom and patriotism. He was a republi 
can in principle and practice. After a retirement of five 
years, he was called by the citizens of the city and coun- 
ty of New York to repreuent them in the AsHembly of 
the State ; and to hia influence and popularity may be 
ascribed, in a great degree, tbe change iu his native 
State, which finally produced the important political 
revolution of ISOl. 

At that perijd much against his inclination, hot from 
motives of patriotism, he consented to an election as 
governor, and in 1805 he was chosen Vice President of 
the United States, in which oi&ce he continued until his 
death, presiding with great dignity in the Senate, and 
evincing, by his votes and his opinions, his decided hos- 
tility to constructive authority, and to innovations on 
the eHtablished principles of republican govermnent 

He died at Washington, when attending to his duties 
as Vice President, and was interred in that city, where 
a mouimient was erected by the filial piety of bin chil- 
dren, witli this inscription, written by his nephew : 

"To the merac^ry of George Clinton. He was bom in 
the State of New York on the 26th of July, 1739, and 
died in the city of Washington, on the 20th of April, 
1812, in the seventy-third year of his age. He was a 
soldier and statesman of the Revolution. Eminent in 
council, and distinguished in war, he filled with unex- 
ampled usefulness, purity, and ability, among many 
other offices, those of Governor of his native State, and 
of Vice-President of the United States. While he 
lived, his virtue, wisdom, and valor were the pride, the 
ornament, and security of his country [ and when he 
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died, he left an illustrious example of a well-«peni life, 
worthy of all imitation. 

^'There are few men who will occupy as renowned a 
place in the history of his country as Oeorge Clinton ; 
and the progress of time will increase the pubHc vener^ 
ation, and thicken the laurels that coyer his monu' 
ment"* 

* American Biogiaphical Dictionary. 
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GENEBAL PHILIP SCHUYIiER. 



Nou G. 

Tbc following Biogiaphical Skntcb of Qoa. Philip !Jcbuylcr is 
laken from Ibe Addrefa of Chancellor Keiil before the New 
Voi'k Hietorical Society. Il is « beaatinil outline ut the lite 
of thiit diUiagulMud mnn ; and I Irust Ihat no apology ia 
' inserting it st length. 



TsE Dutch family of Schuyler stanija coUBpicaoaa in 
our coloaial onnalB. Col. Petei Schuyler wan mayor of 
Albany, and coromander of the northern militia in 1690. 
He was diattngiiished for his probity and activity in all 
the various daties of civil and military life. No man 
nnderatood better the relation of the colony with the 
Five Natton§ of Indians, or had more decided influence 
with that confederacy. He had frequently chastised tha 
Canadian French for their destructive incnraions upon 
the frontier settlements ; and his zeal and energy wers 
rewarded by a seat in the provincial cooncil ; and the 
House of Assembly gave th^ testimony to the British 
court of his faithful services and good reputation- It 
was this same vigilant officer who gave intelligence to 
the inhabitants of Deerfield, on Connecticut River, of 
the designs of the French and Indians upon them, soma 
short time before the destruction of t^at village is 
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1704. In 1720, as preaident of the council, lie became 
acting governor of the colony for a short time, previous 
to the accession of Gov. Bumot. His son. Col, Philip 
Schuyler, was an active and efficient member of Assem- 
bly, for the city and county of Albany, in 17i3. But 
the Philip Schuyler to whom I particularly allude, and 
who iu a subsequent age shed such signal lustre upon 
the family name, was born at Albany in the year 1733, 
and at an early age he began to display hia active mind 
and military spirit. He was a captain in the New York 
levies at Fort Edward, in 1755. and accompanied the 
British army in the expedition down Lake George, ia 
the summer of 1758. He was with Lord Howe when 
he fell by the fire of the enemy, on landing at the north 
end of the lake, and he was appointed {&s he himself in 
formed me) to convey the body of that young and la- 
mented nobleman to Albany, where he was buried, with 
appropriate solemnities, in the Episcopal Chm'(;h. 

We next find him under the title of Col. Schuyler, in 
company with his compatriot, George Clinton, in the 
year 1768, on the floor of the House of Assembly, tak- 
ing an active share in all their vehement diacuBeiooB. 
Neither of them was to be overawed or seduced from a 
bold and determined defense of the constitutional lights 
of the colonies, and of an adherence to the letter and 
spirit of the councils of the union. The struggle in the 
House of Assembly between the ministerial and the 
whig parties, was brought to a crisis in the months of 
February and March, 1775 ; and in that memorable con- 
test, Philip Schuyler and George Clinton, together with 
Nathaniel Woodhull, of Long Island, acted distingniBhed 
pEirta. On the motiouB to give the thanks of the House 
to the delegates from the colony in the Continental Con- 
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gresR of September, 1774, and to thank the mercLants 
and inhabitants of the colony for their adherence to the 
Don -importation, and the aettociation recommended by 
Congress, those patriots found themaelvea in the minori 
ty. But their courage and resohitioii gained strength 
from defeat. 

On the 3d of March, Col. Schuyler moved declaratory 
reBolutions that the act 4. Geo. TTT imposing duties for 
ritising a revenue in America : and for the extending the 
jurisdiction of Admir-ilty courts ; and for depriving his 
majesty's subjects in America of trial by jury; and for 
holding up an injuriotis discrimination between the sub- 
jects of Great Britain and those of the colonies, were 
great grievances. The government party seem to have 
fled the question, and to have left in the House only the 
scanty number of nine members, and the resolutions 
were carried by a vote of seven to two. But their op- 
ponents immediately rallied, and eleven distinct divis- 
ions, on different motions were afterwards taken in the 
coiirse of that single day, and entered on the journal ; 
and they related to all the momentous points then in 
controversy between Great Britain and the United Col- 
onies. It was a sharp and hard-fought contest for fun- 
damental principles ; and a more solemn and eventful 
debate rarely ever happened on the floor of a delibera- 
tive assembly. The House consisted on that day of 
twenty foiu* members, and the ministerial majority was 
exactly in the ratio of two to one ; and the intrepidity, 
talents, and services of the three members I have named* 
and especially of Schuyler and Clinton, were above all 
praise, and laid the foundation for those lavish marks of 
honor and con^dence which their coimtrymen were after- 
ward so eager to bestow. 



254 AFPSNon TO annals of 

The resiBtance of the majority of the House wm fairly 
broken down, and eaBentially controlled by the eSbrte of 
the minority and the energy of public opinion. A series 
of resolutionB, declaratory of American grievances, were 
passed, and petitions to the King and Parliament 
adopted, not indeed in all respects such as the leaders 
of the minority wished, (for all their amendments were 
voted d jwn,) but they were nevertheless grounded upon 
the principles of the American Revolution. They de- 
dared that the claims of taxation and absolute sov- 
ereignty, on the part of the British Parliament, and the 
extausioD of admiralty jurisdiction, were grievances,and 
unconstitutional measures ; and that the act of Parlia- 
ment, shutting up the port of Boston, and altering the 
charter of that colony, also was a grievance. 

These were the last proceedings of the deneral As- 
sembly of the colony of New York, which now closed its 
existence forever. Mjre perilous scenes, and new and 
brighter paths of glory, were opening upon the vision of 
those illustrious patriots. 

The delegates from this colony to the first Continen- 
tal Congress in 1774, were not chosen by the General 
Assembly, but by the suffrages of the people, manifested 
in sjme euffi3iently authentic shape in the sever^ 
counties. 

The delegates to the second constitutional Congress, 
which met in May, 1775, were chosen by a Provincial 
CjBgresB, which the people of the colony had already 
crMiftd, *nd which was held in this city, in April of that 
year, and had virtually assumed the powers of govem- 
mant The names of the delegates from this colony, to 
this second congress, were John Jay, John Alsop, James 
Du*nB, Philip Schuyler, George Clinton, Lewis Morris, 
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and Robert R. LiTUig'Bton ; and the weight of their 
talents and charactur may be inferred from the fact, that 
Mr. Jay, Mr. Li\-ingfiton, Mr. Duane, and Mr. Schuyler 
were early placed upon cummittees, charged with the 
most arduous and responsible duties. We find Wash- 
ington and Schuyler associated together in the ccmmit- 
tee, appointed on the 4th of Jnne, 1776, to prepare rules 
and regulations for the goTemment of the army. This 
association of those great men, commenced at such a 
critical moment, was the beginning of a mutual confi- 
dence, respect, and admiration, which continued with 
uninterrupted and unabated vividness during the re 
mainder of their hves. An aUusion is made to this 
friendship in the memoir of a former president of this 
society, and the allusion is remarkable for its strtngth 
and pathos. After mentioning Oencral Schuyler, he 
adds, "I have placed thee, my friend, by the side of him 
who knew thee; thy intelligence to disctm, thy zeal to 
promote thy country's good, and knowing thee, prized 
thee. Let this be thy eiUogy. I add, and with truth, 
peculiarly thine — content it should be mine to have ex- 
pressed it." 

The congress of this colony, during the year 1775 and 
1776, had to meet difBculties and dangers almost 8iiffic- 
jent to subdue the firmest resolution. The population 
of the colony was short of 200,000 souls. It had a vast 
body of disaflfected inhabitants within its own boscm. 
It had numerous tribes of hostile savages on its ex. 
tended frontier. The bonds of society seemed to have 
been broken up, and society itself resolved into its primi- 
tive elements. There was no civil government, but 
such as had been introduced by the Provincial Congress 
and coimty committees, as temporary expedients. It had 
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an enemy's province in the rear, strengthened by large 
and well-appointed forces. It had an open and espoeed 
Bea-port without any adequate means to defend it. In 
the summer of 1776. the state was actually invaded, not 
only up:m our Cani<Uan. but upon our Atlantic frontier. 
by a formidable fleet and army, calculated by the power 
that st'Ut them to be siifficient to annihilate at once all 
our infant repubUcs. 

In the midst of this appalling storm, the virtne of 
our people, auimated by a host of intropid patriots, the 
mention of whose names is enough to kindle <inthuBiasm 
in the breast of the present generation, remained glow- 
ing, unmoved, and invincible. It would be difficult to 
find any other people wha have been put to a severer 
test, or on trial gave higher proofs of courage and 
capacity. 

On the I9th of Jime, 1776, PliiHp ticlmyler was ap- 
pointed by Congress the third major general in the 
armies of the United Colonies ; and such was his singu- 
lar promptitude, that, in eleven lUys from this appoint- 
ment, we find him in actual service, corresponding with 
Congress from a chstance, on business that reqoired and 
received immediate attention. In July, 1776, he was 
placed at the head of a board of commissioners for the 
northern department, and empowered to employ all the 
troops in that department at his discretion, snbject to 
the future orders of the commander-in-chief. He was 
authorized, if he shoidd find it practicable and expedient, 
to take possession of St. Johns and Montreal, and pur- 
sue any other measure in Canada, ha^-ing a tendency, in 
his judgment, to promote the peace and secmity of the 
United Colonies. 

', 1775, Gen. Schuyler was acting under 
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poBitiTe infitriictionB to enter Canada, and he proceeded 
with Oeneralfl Montgomery and Wo9st»!r iinder his 
command, to the lele an Nois. He had at that time be- 
come extremely ill, and he was obliged to leave the 
command of the expedition to devolve upon Gen. Mont- 
gomery, The latter, under hia orders, captured the gar- 
risoDR of Ghambly and St. Johns, and preesed fom'ard 
to Montreal and Quebec. Montreal was entered on the 
12th of November, 1775, by the troops under the imme- 
diate orders of Montgomery, and in the some month » 
committee from Congress was appointed to confer with 
Oeneral Schnyler, relative to raiaing troops in Canada 
for the poBHession and secority of that province. His 
activity, skill, and seal shone conspicaously throughout 
that ardtione northern campaign : and bis imremitting 
correspondence with Congress received the most prompt 
and marked consideration. 

While the expedition under Montgomery was em- 
ployed in Canada, Gen. Schuyler was called to exercise 
his influence and power in another (Quarter of his mili- 
tary district. On the 30th of December, 1775, be was 
ordered to disarm the difsafTected inhabitante of Tryon 
County, then under the influence of Sir John Johnson ; 
and on the 18th of January following, he made a treaty 
with the disaffected portion of the people in that west- 
em part of the state. The Continental Congress were 
BO highly satisfied with his conduct in that delicate and 
meritorious serrice, as to declare, by aspecial resolution 
that he had executed his tnist with fidehty, prudenca 
and dispatch ; and they oi^lered a pubUcatJou of the 
narrative of his march in depth of winter into the 
regions bordering on the middle and upper Mohawk. 
The duties imposed upon that offieer were so various. 
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multiplied, and iaceBBtmt, as to reqiiiie rapid movements, 
eufficient to distract and cionfoimd an ordinary mind. 
Thus, on the 30tli of December, 1775, lie was ordered 
to disarm the Tories in Tryon Coimty. On the 8th of 
January, 1776, he was ordered to have the river St. Law- 
rence, above and below Quebec, well explored. On the 
25th of January, he was ordered to have the fortress of 
Ticonderaga repaired and made defensible, and on the 
17tb of February he was directed to take the command 
of the forces, and conduct the military operations at the 
citj of New York. All these cumulative and conflicting 
orders from Congress, were made upon him in the coui-se 
of six weeks, and they were occasioned by the erabar- 
rassments and distresses of the times. 

In March, 1776, Congress changed their plan of oper- 
ation, and directed Clen. Schuyler to cstabhsh his head- 
quarters at Albany, and superintend the army destined 
for Canada. He was instructed to take such orders as 
he should deem expedient, respecting tlie very perplex- 
ing and all important subject of the suppUes for the 
troops in Canada, and those orders as to the supphes 
were repeated in April, and again in May, 1776. The 
duty of procuring suppHes, though less eplendid in its 
effects, is often more effectual to the safety and success 
of an army than prowess in the field. Oen. Schuyler, 
by his thorough business habits, his precise attention to 
details, and by his skill and science in every duty con- 
nected with the equipment of an army, was admirably 
fitted to he at the head of the commissariat ; and he 
gave life and vigor to every branch of the service. EGs 
versatile talents, equally adapted to investigation and 
action, rendered his merits as an officer of transcendent 
value. 
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On the 14th of June, 1776, he was ordered by Con- 
^esB to hold ft treaty with the Six Nations, and engttge 
them in the interest of the colonies, cuid to treat with 
them on the principles, tmd in the decisiTe manner, 
which ho bad euggested. His preparations for taking 
immediate possession of Fort Sttinwis, and erecting a 
fortification there, received the approbation of Congress, 
and their records aflfjrd the most satisfactory evidence 
that his comprehensive and accurate mind had antici- 
pated and suggested the most essential measures, which 
he afterward diligently executed throughout the whole 
northern department. But within three days Eifter the 
order for the treaty, Congress directed his operations to 
a different quarter of his command. He was ordered, 
on the 17th of June, to clear Wood Creek, and con- 
struct a lock upon the creek at Skeensbo rough, (now 
Whitehall,) and to take the level of the waters falling 
into the Hudson at Fort Edward, and into Wood Creek. 
There can be no doubt that those orders were all found- 
ed upon his previous suggestions, and they afford dem- 
onstrative proof of the views entertained by him, at that 
early day, of the practicabihty and importance of cana] 
navigation. He was likewise directed to cause armed 
vessels to be built, so as to secure the mEistery of the 
waters of the northern lakes. He was to judge of the 
expediency of a temporary fortification or intrenched 
camp on the heights opposite Ticonderoga. Captain 
Qraydon visited Gen. Schuyler early in the summer of 
1776, at his bead-quarters on Lake George ; and be 
speaks of him, in the very interesting memoirs of hia 
own life, as on o£Qcer thorouglily devoted to business, 
and being, at the same time, a gentleman of polished, 
courteous manners. On the 1st of August following. 
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he w^s OR the upper M.)hawk, providing for ite defense 
and Becurity, and again in October we fiad bim on the 
upper Hudson, and calling upon the £Uateru States for 
their militia. 

There can be no doubt that the northern frontier, in 
the campaign of 1776, was indebted for its extraordinary 
quiet and security to the ceaseless activity of Oen. 
Schuyler. At the close of that year he was further in- 
structed to build a fioating battery on the lake, at the 
foot of Mount Independence, and also to strengthen the 
works at Port Stanwix. 

In the midst of such conflicting and harassing ser- 
vices, he had excited much popular jealousy and ill will, 
arising from the energy of hie character, and the digni- 
ty of his deportment. He was likewise disgusted at 
what he deemed injustice, in the irregularity of appoint- 
ing other and junior officers in separate and indepen- 
dent commands within what was considered to be his 
military district. He accordingly, in October, 1776, 
tendered to Congress the resignation of his commission. 
But when Congress came to investigate bis serricea, 
they found them, says the historian of Washington, far 
to exceed in value any estimate which had been made of 
them. They declared that they could not dispense with 
his servicBH, during the then situation of affairs ; and 
they directed the president of Congress to request him 
to continue in his command, and they declared their 
high sen^e of his services, and their unabated confi- 
dence in his attachment tu the cause of freedom. 

A governor and legislature were chosen in the sum 
mer of 1777, and in that trying season there wae not a 
comity in this State, as it then existed, which escaped k 
visit from the arms of the enemy. To add to the em- 
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borruBsment of our cuuncils in the extremit; of their 
(liatreRs. the inhabitantB of the northeant part of the 
8tate, (now VermuDt,) which had been represBiited iu 
the conventioii, aud just then ingrafted into the consti- 
tution, under the names of the counties of Cumberland 
and Gloucester, runouiK^ed their allegiance, and set up 
for an independent state. On the 30th of June, in that 
year, they were knocking at the door of Congress for a 
recognition of their independence, and an admission in- 
to the Union.' 

The memorable campaign of 1777 was opened by an 
expedition of the enemy from New York to Danbury in 
Connecticut, and the destruction of large quantities of 
provisions, and military means collected and deposited 
in that town. In the northern quarter, Gen. Burgoyne 
advanced from Canada through the lakes, with a well' 
appointed army of 10.000 men ; and for a time he dis- 
Hipated all opposition, and Hwept every obstacle before 
hi in . Gen. Schuyler was still in the command of the 
whole northern department, and he made every exertion 
to check the progress of the enemy. He visited in per- 
son the different forts, and used the utmost activity in 
obtaining supphes, to enable them to sustain a siege. 
While at Albany, (which was liis head-quarters, as pre- 
viously fixed by CongreBS,) busy in accelerating the 
equipment and march of troops, Ticonderoga being as 
sailed, was suddenly evacuated by Gen. St. Clair. Gen. 
Schuyler met on the upper Hudson the news of the re- 
treat, and he displayed, says the candid and accurate 
historian of "Washington, the utmost diligence and judg- 
ment in that gloomy state of things. He effectiuilly ini 
peded the navigation of Wood Creek. He rendered the 
roads impasaable. He removed every kind of provie- 
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ions and stores beyond the reach of the enemy. He 
BiimmoDed the militia of Xew York and New England 
to his asBistance. and he answered the proctainatton of 
Burgoyne by a counter proclamivtion, equally addressed 
to the hopes and fears of the country. Congress, by 
their resolution of the 17th of July, 1777, approved all 
the acts of Gen. Schuyler, iu refereuce to the army at 
Ticonderoga. But the evacuation of that fortress ex- 
cited great discontent in the United States, and Gan. 
Schuyler did not escape his share of the popular clamor, 
and he was mode a victim to appease it. It was deemed 
expedient to recall the g,3neral officers in the northern 
army, and in the month of August he was superseded in 
the command of that department by the arrival of Gen. 
Gates. The laurels which he was in preparation to win 
by his judicious and distinguished efTorts. and which he 
would very shortly have attained, were by that removal 
intercepted from hie brow. 

Genera] Schuyler felt acutely the discredit of being 
recalled in the most critical and interesting period of 
tile campaign of 1777 ; and when the labor and activity 
of making preparations to repair the disaster of it had 
been expended by him ; and when an opportunity was 
opening, as he observed, for that resistance and retah- 
ation which might bring glory upon our arms. If error 
be attributable to the evacuation of Ticonderoga, says 
the historian of Washington, no portion of it was com- 
mitted by Gen. Schuyler. But his removal, though un- 
just and severe as respected himself, was rendered ex- 
pedient, according to Chief Justice Marshall, as a sacri' 
fice to the prejudices of New England. 

He was present at the capture of Burgoyne, but with- 
out any personal command ; and the urbanity of hi» 
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manners, and tbe chivalric magnanimity of Iiifi character, 
smarting as lie was under the extent and Beverity of hia 
pecuniary lonaeH, was attested by Gen. Biu-goyne him- 
self, in bis speech in 1778, in the British House of Com- 
mons. He there declared, that, by his orders, "a very 
good dwelling-house, exceeding large storehouses, great 
saw-mills, and other cmtrbuildings, to the value altogeth- 
er, perhaps, of 10,000/. belonging to Gen Schiiyler, at 
Saratoga, were destroyed by fire, a few days before the 
surrender." He said further, that one of the first per- 
sons he saw after the convention was signed, was Gen. 
Schuyler, and when expressing to him his regret at tlie 
event which had happened to his property. Gen. Schuy- 
ler desired him "to think no more of it, and that the oc- 
casion justified it, according to the principles, and rules 
of war. He did more," said Burgoyne; "he sent an 
aid-de-camp to conduct me to Albany, in order, as he 
expressed it, to procure better quarters than a stranger 
might be able to find. That gentleman conducted me 
to a very elegant house, and, to my great surprise, pre- 
sented me to Mrs. Schuyler and her family. In that 
bouse I remained during my whole stay in Albany, with 
a table with more than twenty covers for me and my 
friends, and every other possible demonstration of hog- 
pitality." 

I have several times had the same relation, in sub 
stance, from Gen. Schuyler himself, and he said that he 
remained behind at Saratoga, imdei the pretext of tak- 
ing care of the remains of bis property, but in reality 
to avoid giving fresh occasions for calumny and jeal- 
ousies, by appearing in i}erBon with Burgoyne, at his 
own house. It was not until the autumn of 1776, that 
the condact of Gen. Schnyler, in the campaign of 1777, 
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vas sabmitted to the inveBtigation of a coart-mai 
He was acquitted of every charge with the highest hon 
ors, and the sentence was confirmed by Congrese. He 
ihortlj afterward, upon hie earnest and repeated solid- 
tations, had leave to retire from the army, and he de- 
voted the remainder of hie life to the service of his 
country in it« pohtical councils. 

If the military life of Gen. Schuyler was inferior in 
brilliancy to that of some others of his countrymen, 
none of them ever siirpassed him in fidehty, activity, 
and devotednesB to the service. The characteristic of 
his measures was utility. They bore the stamp and un- 
erring precision of practical science. There was noth- 
ing complicated in his character. It was cliaste and 
severe simplicity : and take him for all in all, he was 
one of the wisest and most efficient nten, both in mili- 
tary and civil life, that the state or the nation has pro- 
duced. 

He had been elected to Congress in 1777, and he was 
re-elected in each of the three following years. On his 
return to Congress, after the termination of his military 
life, his talents, experience, and energy were put in imme- 
diate requisition ; and in November, 1779, he was ap- 
pointed to confer with General Washington, on the state 
of the southern department. In 1781, he was in the 
senate of this State ; and wherever be was placed, and 
whatever might be the business before him, he gave the 
utmost activity to measures, and left upon them the im- 
pression of his prudence and sagacity. In 1789, he 
was elected to a seat in the first senate of the United 
States, and when his term of service expired in Congress, 
he was replaced in the senate of this State. In 1792, 
he was very active in digesting and bringing to maturi- 
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ty tliat narly and great meaBure of State policy, the 
SBtabliahment of compaiiiBe fur inland luck navigation. 
Tbe whole euggestiun was tlie pruditct of hie fertile and 
calculating iniitd, ever biiey iu Bchemes for the publia 
welfare. He was placed at the head uf the dii-eotion of 
both of the navigiition companies, and hifi mind wai 
ardently directed for years towards the execution of 
those liberal plans of liiteraal imp ro vera ent. In 1796, 
he urged in his place iu the Senate, and afterward pub* 
lisbed in a pamphlet form, his plan for the improvement 
of the revenue of this State, and, in 1797, his plan was 
almjst literally adopted, and tu that we owe the insti 
tutiou of the office of CumptroIIer. In 1797, he wafl 
unanimously elected by the two houses of our Legisla- 
ture, a Senator in Oongress ; and he took leave of the 
Senate of this State in a liberal and affetiting address, 
which was inserted at large upon their journals. 

But the life of this great man was drawing to a gIoboi 
I formed and cultivated a personal acquaintance with 
General SchUyler, while a member of the Legislature, 
in 1792, and again in 1796 ; and from 1799 to his death, 
in the autumn of 1S04, I was in habits of constant and 
friendly mtitoacy with him, and was honored with tho 
kindest and most grateful attentions. His spirits were 
cheerful, his conversation most eminently instructive, 
Lis manners gentle and courteoiis, and his whole deport- 
ment tempered with grace and dignity. His faculties 
seemed to retain their unimpaired vigor and untiring 
activity ; though he had evidently lost some of his con- 
stitntional ardor of temperament and vehemence of 
feeling. He was sobered by age, chastened by affliction, 
broken by disease { and yet nothing could surpass the 
interest escited by the mild radiance of the evening of 
Ms days. 

SI 
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WYOMING. 



Note H. 



Among the claims set up by the State of Connecticut 
was the following : that by their charter they owned all 
lands lying between those parallels of latitude forming 
the northern and southern boundary of their State, and 
extending west to the Pacific Ocean. This claim it will 
readily be perceived, would cover a large portion of the 
southern part of New York, and of the northern parts 
of Pennsylvania and Ohio. In prosecution of this 
claim, a colony from Windham, in Connecticut, obtained 
a State grant for a large tract of land lying along the 
Susquehanna in the State of Pennsylvania, whither they 
removed. The valley they occupied was called Wyom- 
ing; said to mean "Field of blood;" so called on 
account of a bloody battle fought in the neighborhood 
of the settlement by the Indians at a period anterior to 
the removal of the whites. 

The following account of the battle and massacre is 
taken from an interesting history of Wyoming, written 
by Isaac Chapman, Esq., late of Wilkesbarre. Judge 
Chapman lived upon the spot, and could hardly have 
failed to collect accurate materials, and to give a correct 
narrative of the events which transpired there during 
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the R^volutlotmrj' war. The inhabitants had collected 
in Forty Fort — the principal fort in the valley. Tha 
number of men in the fort was three hundred and Bixty- 
eight 

"On the morning of the 3d of July, 1778, the oflScers 
of the gan-ison at Forty Fort held a council to deter- 
mine on the propriety of marching from the fort, and 
attacking the enemy wherever found. The debates in 
this council of war are snid to have been conducted with 
much warmth and animation. The ultimate determina- 
tion was one on which depended thq lives of the garri- 
md safety of the settlemenL On one eide it was 
contended that their enemies were daily incrcaeing in 
numbers ; that they would plunder the settlement of all 
kinds of property, and would accumulate the means of 
carrying on the war. while they themselves would be 
oome weaker i that the harvest would soon be ripe, and 
would be gathered or destroyed by their enemies, and 
all their means of sustenance during the eucceeding 
winter would fail ; that probably all their messengers 
were killed, and as there had been more than sufficient 
time, and no assistance arrived, they would probably 
receive none, and ooneeiiuently now was the proper time 
to mj,ke the attack. Ou the other side it was argued, 
that probably some or all the messengers may have 
arrived at head-quarters, but that the absence of the 
commander-in-chief may have produced delay ; that one 
or two weeks more may bring the desired assistance, 
and that to attack the enemy, superior as they were in 
number, out of the limits of their own fort, would pro- 
duce almost certain destruction to the settlement and 
themselves, and captivity, and slavery, perhaps torture, 
to their wives and children. While, these debates mere 
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progreBsing, five men belonging to "Wyoming, bnt who 
at that time held pomraisaions in the continenttJ army, 
ftrrivod at the fort ; they had received information that 
a force from Niagava liad mart-hed to destroy the set- 
tlements on the Snsqnehanna, and being iinable to bring 
with them any reinforcement, they resigned their ap- 
pointments, and hastened immediately to the protectic.n 
of their families. They bad heard nothing of the mee 
sengers, neither conld they give any certain information 
as to the probability of relief. 

"The proepect of receiving' assistance became now 
extremely uncertain. The advocates for tlie attack pre- 
vailed in the council, and at dawn of day. on the morn- 
ing of the 3d of July, the garrison left the fort, and be- 
gan their march up the river, imilei the command of 
Col. Zebiilon Bntler. Having proceeded about two 
miles, the troops baited for the purpose of detaching a 
reeonnoitering party, to ascertain the situation of the 



"The Bcoiit found the enemy in possession of Fort 
Wintermoot, and occnpying huta immediately around it, 
carousing in supposed security ; but on their retnm to 
the advancing cohunn, they met two strolling Indiansi 
by whom they were fired upon, and upon whom they 
immediately returned the fire without effect. The set- 
tlers hastened their march for the attack, but the In- 
dians had given the alarm, and the advancing troops 
found the enemy already formed in order of battle a 
small distance from their fort, with their right flank 
covered by a swamp, and their left resting upon the 
bank of a river. The settlers immediately displayed 
their column and formed in corresponding order, but 
as the enemy was much superior in numbers, their line 
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W18 nrnch more extensive. Pine woods and buehes 
covered the battle-ground, in coneequence of which the 
nnvementa of the troops could not be so quickly dis- 
coverad, nor ho well aacertained. Col, Zebulon Butler 
had command of the right, and was opposed by Col. 
John Batler at the head of the British troops on the 
left ; Col. Nathan Denifion commanded the left, opposed 
by Brant at the head of his Indians on the enemy's 
right. The battle cjmmBnced at about forty rods dis- 
tint. and continued about fifteen minutes through the 
woods and brush, without much execution. At tluB time 
Brant with his Indians, having penetrateil the swamp, 
turned the left flank of the settlers' line, and with a ter- 
rible war-whoop and savage yell made a desperate 
charge upon the troops composing that wing, which fell 
very fast, and were immediately cut to pieces with the 
tomahawk. Col. Denison having ascertained that the 
savages were gaining the rear of the left, gave orders 
for that wing lo fall hack. At the same time Col. John 
Butler, finding that the line of the settlers did not ex- 
tend as far towards the river as his own, doubled that 
end of his line which was protected by a thick growth 
of brushwood, and having brought a party of his Brit- 
ish regulars to act in column upon that wing, thi'ew 
Col. Zebulon Butler's troops into some confusion. The 
orders of Col. Denison for his troops to faU back, hav- 
ing been understood by many to mean a retreat, the 
troops began to retire in much disorder. The savages 
considered this a flight, and, commencing a most hide- 
- ouH yell, rushed forward with their rifles and tomahawks, 
and cut the retiring line to pieces. In this situation it 
was found impossible to rally and form the troops, and 
the rout became general throughout the line. The set- 
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tiers tied in ever; direction, and were instantly fpllowetl 
by tbt; savages, who killed or took prieouers whoever 
came within their reach. Some ancceedeil in reaching 
the river, and escaped by swimming across \ others fled 
to the moiintains, and the savages, too much occupied 
with plunder, gave up the pursuit When the first in- 
telligence was received in the village of Wilkesbarre 
that the battle was lost, the women fled with their chil- 
dren to the mountains, on their way to the settlements 
on the Delaware, where many of them at length arrived 
after suffering extreme hardahipfi. Many of the men 
who escaped the battle, together with their women and 
childi'eo. who were unable to travel on fool, took refuge 
in "Wyomiog fort, and on the following day, (July the 
1th,) Butler and Braut, at the head of their combined 
forces, appeared before the fort, and demanded its sur- 
render. The garrison being without any efficient means 
of defense, surrendered the fort on articles of capitula- 
tion, by which the eettlere, upon giving up their fortifi- 
cations, prisoners, and mihtary stores, were to remain 
in the country unmolested, provided they did not again 
take up arms. 

"In thia battle about three hundred of the settlers 
ware killed or missing, and from a great part of whom 
no intelligence was ever afterwoi'd received. 

"The conditions of the capitulation were entirely dis- 
regarded by the British and savage forces, and after the 
fort was delivered up, all kinds of barbarities were com- 
mitted by them. The village of Wilkesbarre, consisfc- 
ing of twenty-three houses, was burned ; men and their 
wives were separated from each other, and carried into 
captivity ; their property was plundered, and the set- 
tlement laid waste. The remainder of the inhabitants 
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wera driven from the valley, and compelled to proceed 
on foot sixty miles through the great swamp, iilmoBt 
without food or clothing. A numher perished in the 
j jurney, principally women and children ; some died of 
their wounds : others wandered from the path in search 
of food, and were lost, and those who survived called 
the wilderness through which they passed the shades of 
dea/h, an appellation which it has since retained." 

Catrine Jloutour, who might well be termed a fury, 
acted a conspicuous part ill this tragedy. She followed 
in the train of the victorious army, ransacking the heaps 
of slain, and, with her arms covered with gore, barbar- 
onsly murdering the wounded, who in vain supplicated 
(or their lives. 

Halleck, in allusion to the massacre at Wyoming, has 
the following interesting lines ; 

"There is a woman, widnweil, gray, and olJ, 

Who lells you where the fool of battle atept 

UpoD their day of massacre. She tolil 

Its Ule, and pointed to ilie spot, and, wept. 

"Whereon her father and five brothora slept 

Shrc'uilteB', the bright drenmed Bluinbere of the brave, 

When all ihe land a funeral mourning kept, 

And there wild laurels planted on the grave, 
By Nature's hand In air iheir [-ale red bloasoma wave." 

"MASSACRE OF WYOMING." (Pa.) 
"Perhaps the last survivor of this event, which baa 
been made the subject of the interesting poem of the 
gifted Campbell, is the person whose death is recorded 
in the annexed notice. The actual horrors of the scene 
of death and conflagration, or the dramatic incident 
embodied in the fiction founded upon it, must be vivid 
in the recollection of c 



1 



J 



272 APF£in>IX TO ANNALS OF 

"A MOTHER OF WYOMING.'' 
''We find in a Connecticut paper, an accomit of the 
recent decease of Mrs. Esther Skinner, of Torringford, 
in the one hundredth year of her age. Mrs. S. lost a 
husband, a brother, aud two sons, in the war of the 
American Kevolution. She, with her family, was a resi- 
dent of Wyoming, at the massacre of its inhabitants by 
D. and T. and the Indians and Tories. Her two sons 
fell beneath the tomahawk, but the mother, almost by 
miracle, escaped with six of her children. Her son-in- 
law was the only man that escaped out of twenty, who 
threw themselves into the river, and attempted to hide 
themselves beneath the foliage that overhung the banks. 
All the others were successively massacred as they hung 
by the branches in the river. He alone was undis- 
covered. The mother traveled back to Torringford, 
where she has led a useful life ever since — often cheer- 
ful, though the cloud of pensiveness, brought on by her 
sorrows, was never entirely dissipated. But one of her 
children survives her." — Journal of Commerce^ August 
le^A, 1831. 
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Note I 



Extract of a Letter from Captain CourUk, of the A'ma 
EngUnd militia, dated Albany, March 1th, 1782. 

The fulluwiug interesting document was originally 
copied hy the author from a newspaper published in the 
oounty of Duchesa during the Revolution. It appeared 
in the paper without further note or comment than is 
given below. It was lung BUpposed to be authentic. It 
seems, however, that the article was written by Dr. 
Franklin. Still it embodies only statements, the cotm- 
terparte of which were constantly occurring on the 
frontier. The grandmother of the author, who was an 
Indian prisoner, and was also detained nearly a year a 
prisoner at Fort Niagara, saw, while in that fort, large 
bundles of scalps brought in by the Indians. 
THE EXTRACT, 

The peltry taken in the expedition will, as yon see, 
amount to a good deal of money. The posfleBsion of 
this booty at first gave ua pleasure ; but we were struck 
with horror to find among the packages eight large 
ones, containing scalps of our unhappy folks taken in 
the three last years by the Seneca Indians, from the in- 
habitants of the frontiers of New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia, and sent by them as a pres- 
ent to Col. Haldiman, Governor of Canada, in order to 
be by him ti-ansmitted to England. They were accom- 
panied by the following curious letter to that gentleman : 
35 
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'* Tioya, January 3r/, 1782. 

"May it please your Excellency — 

"At the request of the Seneca chiefs, I send herewith 
to your Excellency, under the care of James Boyd, 
eight packs of scalps, cured, dried, hooped, and painted 
with all the Indian triumphal marks, of which the fol- 
lowing is invoice and explanation. 

No. 1. Containing 43 scalps of Congress soldiers, killed 
in different skirmishes ; these are stretched on black 
hoops, four inch diameter ; the inside of the skin 
painted red, with a small black spot to note their 
being killed with bullets. Also 62 of farmers, 
killed in their houses ; the hoops red : the skin 
painted brown, and marked with a hoe ; a black 
circle all round to denote their being surprised in 
the night ; and a black hatchet in the middle, sig- 
nifying their being killed with that weapon. 
No. 2. Contfidning 98 of farmers, killed in their houses ; 
hoops red ; figure of a hoe, to mark their profes- 
sion ; great white circle and sun, to show they were 
surprised in the daytime ; ci little red foot ^ to show 
they stood upon their defense, and died fighting 
for their lives and families. 
No. 3. Containing 97 of farmers ; hoops green, to show 
they were killed in their fields ; a large white circle 
with a little round mark on it for the sun, to show 
that it was in the daytime ; black bullet mark on 
some — ^hatchet on others. 
No. 4. Containing 102 of farmers, mixed of the several 
marks above ; only 18 marked with a little yellow 
fiame, to denote their being of prisoners burnt alive, 
after being scalped, their nails pulled out by the 
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roots, and other torments ; one of these latter sup- 
posed to be of a rebel clergyman, his band being 
fixed to the hoop of his scalp. Most of the farm 
ers appear by the hair to have been young or mid- 
dle-aged men ; there being but 67 very grey heads 
among them all ; which makes the service more e& 
sential. 

No. 5. Containing 88 scalps of women ; hair long, 
braided in the Indian fashion, to show they were 
mothers ; hoops blue ; skin yellow ground, with 
little red tadpoles, to represent, by way of triumph, 
the tears of grief occasioned to their relations ; a 
black scalping-knife or hatchet at the bottom, to 
mark their being killed with those instruments ; 17 
others, hair very gray ; black hoops ; plain brown 
color, no mark but the short club or cassetete, to 
show they were knocked down dead, or had their 
brains beat out 

No. 6. Containing 193 boys' scalps of various ages ; 
small green hoops ; whitish ground on the skin, 
with red tears in the middle, and black bullet 
marks, knife, hatchet, or club, as their deaths 
happened. 

No. 7. 211 girls scalped, big and little ; small yellow 
hoops ; white ground ; tears, hatchet, club, scalp- 
ing-knife, &c. 

No. 8. This package is a mixture of all the varieties 
above mentioned, to the number of 122 ; with a 
box of birch bark, containing 29 little infants* 
scalps of various sizes ; small white hoops ; white 
ground. 
**With these packs the Chiefs send to your excellency 

the following speech, delivered by Coneiogatchie, in 
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council, interpreted by the elder Moore, the trader, and 

taken down by me in writing. 

^^ Father ! — We send you herewitli many ecalps, tiat 
you may see that we are not idJe friends. A blue belt 

"fi'atfierf — We winh you to send these scalps over the 
water to the great King, that he may regard them and 
be refreshed ; and that he may see our faithfulness in 
destroying hie enemies, and be convinced that hie pres- 
ents have not been made to ungrateful people. A blue 
and white belt with red tasRels. 

"Faihef t — Attend to what I am now going to say ; 
it is a matter of much weight. The great King's eue 
mies are many, and they grow fast in niunber. They 
were formerly like young panthers ; they could neither 
bite nor scratch ; we could play with them safely ; we 
feared nothing they could do to us. But now their 
bodies are become big as the elk, and strong as the buf 
falo ; they have also got great and sharp claws. They 
have driven us out of our country by taking part in your 
quarrel. We expect the great King will give us another 
country, that our children may hve after us, and be his 
friends and children as we are. Say this for us to the 
great King. To enforce it we give this belt. A great 
white belt with blue tassels. 

FalhtT ! — We have only to say further, that your 
traders exact more than ever for their goods ; and our 
hunting is lessened by the war, so that we have fewer 
akius to give for them. This ruins us. Think of some 
remedy. We are poor, and you have plenty of every- 
thing. We know you will send us powder and guns, 
and knives, and hatchets ; but we also want shirts and 
blankets. A little white belt." 

"I do not doubt but that your excellency will think it 
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proper to give some further encouragement to those 
honest people. The high prices they complain of, are 
the necessary eflfect of the war. "Whatever presents 
may be sent for them thiough my hands shall be dis- 
tributed with prudence and fidelity. I have the honor 
of being, Your excellency's most obedient, 

And most humble servant, 
JAMES CKAUFURD." 
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CHRISTIAN SHELL. 



J^ote J. 



Among the persons who distingtdshed themselves by 
their personal courage was Christian Shell, of Shell's 
Bush, in the now county of Herkimer. He refused to 
go into any of the forts, but built a blockhouse upon 
his faruL These houses were usually built of hewn 
timber. The first story had no windows, but several 
loop-holes, through which those within could fire upon 
the enemy. The second story projected over the first 
two or three feet. Through this projection there were 
likewise apertures, through which the persons within 
could fire upon, or cast down missiles upon the assail- 
ants if they approached the house to force an entrance. 
The statements contained in the following specimen of 
rude poetry are true. The year following this rencontre, 
the Indians stole the march upon Shell, and shot him 
while engaged in his work on his farm. His wife and 
children then removed to some of the forts. 

A story, a story, 

Unto you I will tell, 
Conceraing a brave hero, 

One (/bristian Shell, 
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Who was attacked by the savages 

And Tories, as is said. 
But for this attaclc 

Most dcurly they paid. 

The sixth day of August, 

He went to his field, 
Determinjfi if the enemy 

Oil me, never to yield. 

Two sons he had along with him. 

Resolved were the same ; 
About the middle of the afternoon, 

lliese invaders, they came. 

He fled unto his blockhouse. 

For to >*ave his, life. 
Where he had left his arms 

In thf care of hit wife. 

The enemy took prlwners. 

Two sons that were twins. 
About eight years of age ; 

Soon the little it begins. 

They advanced upon him, 

And began to fire. 
But Christian with his blunderbuss 

Soon made them retire. 

He wounded Donald McDonald, 

And drew him in the door, 
Who gave an account 

lliere was strength sixty-four. 

They fought from two in the afternoon 

Until the closing of the light ; 
Shell's son was slightly wounded 

Before that it was night. 

The old woman she has spoiled 

Five guns, as I have since been told, 

With nothing but a chopping axe. 
Which shows that she was bold. 
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Six there was wounded, 

And eleven there was killed. 
Of this said party, 

Before they quit the field. 

The Indians wei-e forty-eight, 

And Tories full sixteen, 
By old Shell and his two sons. 

Oh, the like was never seen. 

Not like to get assistance, 

Nor any body's help, 
They thought for to affright him 

By setting up their telp. 

But God was liis assistant, 

His buckler and his s^hield, 
He dispersed this cruel enemy. 

And made them quit the field. 

Come all you Tryon County men. 

And never be dismayed. 
But trust in the Lord, 

And he will be your aid. 

Trust in the Lord with all your might, 

And call upon his name. 
And he will help you as he did Shell 

To his immortal fame. 

An account similar to the foregoing was related to me 
by Col. Nicholas Fish. In the spring of 1779, and a 
few days before the army broke up its encampment near 
the Hudson, the Indians and Tories burned the settle- 
ment of Warwarsing. A detachment from the army 
was sent to the assistance of the place. Before their 
arrival it was mostly destroyed. They succeeded, how- 
ever, in relieving a part of the inhabitants, and especial- 
ly one man, who had defended himself bravely. His 
house was in the woods, and in advance of all the oth> 
ers in the settlement. He fled into his house with his 
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wife on the approach of the Indians. Here he defended 
himself with such spirit that he drove the party who had 
attacked him back, and forced them to seek shelter be- 
hind the trees. The Indians then collected combusti- 
bles, and setting them on fire, rushed up, and threw 
them on the house. The flames caught He then took 
two pails, and ran to a spring several rods distant, and 
filling them hastily with water, returned to the house. 
The Indians again rushed up, determined to take him, 
and threw their tomahawks, and were at the door almost 
the same instant that it was closed. He succeeded in 
extinguishing the fire. At this juncture the detach- 
ment came up, and the Indians fled. The officers, as a 
testimony of their admiration of his courage, made a* 
liberal present of money to him, which they raised bj 
contribution. 

36 
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THE SACRIFICE OP THE SENEGAS. 



Note K. 



Ths following account of the sacrifice of the Senecas, 
is taken from the 4th volume of Dwight's Travels, and 
was communicated to him by the Rev. Mr. Eirkland. 

"At the time when the Senecas return from him ting 
in January or February, they annually keep a feast seven 
days ; the professed object of which is, to render thanks 
to the Great Spirit for the benefits they have received 
from him during the preceding year, and to soUcit the 
continuance of them through the year to come. On 
the evening before the feast commences they kill two 
dogs, and after painting them with various colors, and 
dressing them with ornaments, suspend them in the 
centre of the camp, or in some conspicuous place in the 
village. 

"The whole of this solemn season is spent in feasting 
and dancing. Two select bands, one of men, and anoth- 
er of women, ornamented with a variety of trinkets, 
and furnished each with an ear of com, which is held in 
the right hand, begin the dance at the council house. — 
Both choirs, the men leading the way, dance in a circle 
around the council-fire, which is kindled for the occasion, 



TRYON COUHTX, 288 

and regulate their steps by music. Hence tbej pro- 
ceed to every house in the village, and in the same man- 
ner dance in a circle around each fire. 

"On one of the fefitival days they perform a peculiar 
religious ceremony, for the purpose of driving away 
evil spirits from their habitations. Three men clothe 
themaelvee in the skins of wild beasts, and cover their 
faces with masks of a hideous appearance, and their 
h:uide with the shell of the tortoise. lu thin garb they 
gi] from house to house, making a horrid noise, and in 
every house take the fuel from the fire and scatter tha 
embers aoil ashes about the floor with their hands. 

"Toward the close of the festival they erect a funeral 
pile, place it upon the two dogs, and set it on fire. — 
When they are partly consumed, one of them is taken 
off and put into a large kettle, with vegetables of every 
kind which they have cultivated during the year. Tha 
other dog is conaimied in the fire. The ashes of the 
pile are then gathered up, carried throngh the villaga 
and sprinkled at the door of every house. When this 
ceremony is ended, which is always near the close of tha 
seventh day, all the inhabitants feast together upon tha 
contents of the kettle -, and thus the festival is termiA 
ated. 

"This mode of exhibiting their gratitude is certainly 
far from gratifying the feelings of a Christian, yet I 
think several of the American States might learn from 
these savages the important lesson, that it becomes a 
people possessing the hght of revelation, to render an- 
nually a pubhc tribute of thanksgiving to the Great 
Benefactor of Mankind for the blessings which they re- 
ceived diuing the year from his bountiful band. 

"This, however, is not the only reUgious service which 
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has existed among the Six Nations. Mr. Eirkland in 
formed me that while he was crossing the Oneida Lake 
with a fleet of canoes, a Tiolent storm arose, from which 
the fleet was in the utmost danger of perishing. The 
chief sachem, in whose canoe Mr. Kirkland was, took 
from a box in the stem a small quantity of fine powder, 
made of a fragrant herb unknown to Mr. Kirkland, and 
scattered it on the water. This he found was intended 
as an oblation to the Deity acknowledged by the 
sachem." 
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TRYON COUNTY. 286 



Note L. 



NUMBER OF INDIAN WARRIORS EMPLOYED IN 
THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

An estimate of the Indian nations employed by the 
British in the Revolutionary war, with the number of 
warriors annexed to each nation ; by Captain Daltcn, 
superintendent of Indian affairs fpr the United States, 
who, after being several years a prisoner with the ene- 
my, arrived at Philadelphia, where he. published the fol- 
lowing account, 5th August, 1783. 

Choctaws 600 Tuscaroras 200 

Chickasaws 400 Onondagas 300 

Cherokees 600 Cayugas 230 

Creeks 700 Jeneckaws (Stnecas)* . 400 

Plankishaws 400 Sues and Sothuse 1300 

Oniactmaws 300 Putawawtawmaws 400 

Kackapoes 600 Tulawin 160 

Munseys 160 Muskulthe, or Nation 

Delawares 600 of Fire 260 

Shawanaws 300 Reiners, or Foxes 300 

* In 1783 Mr. Kirkland estimated the whole Dumber ol flght- 
ing men in the Seneca tribe at 600. 

Mohickons 60 Puyon 360 

Uchipweys 3000 Sokkie 460 

Ottaway B 300 Abinokkie, or the St 

Mohawks 300 Lawrence 200 

Oneidas* 160 



Warriors 12,690 

* The Rev. Mr. Kirkland informed Dr. Stiles that there were 
410 soulfi before the war. and that 120 Joined the enemy. 
lOth vol. Mass. Collections, page 12;(. 
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Note O. 



CENTENNIAL ADDRESS^ 

Delivered <U Cherry Valley^ Otsego County^ A. y., 
July 4th, 1840, by WUUam W. CampbeU. 

The annoTincement that the great poet, novelist, and 
historian of Scotland was no more, produced a thrilling- 
envotion throughout the civilized world GKfted pens in 
both hemispheres paid noble tributes to his memory, 
and the beautiful idea was conceived of grouping to- 
gether and presenting at a single glance the most promi- 
nent characters, both fictitious and historical^ which had 
been created and adorned by the genius of the inmior- 
tal Scott. While he lay in state in the proud halls of 
Abbotsford, there passed in long procession the mon^ 
arch with his retinue, displaying the pomp and pagean- 
try of the Middle Ages — ^the belted knight clad in steel, 
marching with a warrior's step, and accompanied by his 
lady love — old men and maidens — ^noble and ignoble^ 
the Jew, the Christian, and the Pagan — each in their 
turn, as they moved past, casting a last look upon the 
mortal remains of him whose name, as long as letters 
endure, can never perish from the earth. But as they 
come up in review before our own minds, do we not in- 
tuitively select some of the most humble and lowly a» 
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robjecta of imitation and uf love. Forgetting the proud 
array of titles and of names, we call up with earnest 
and admiring feelings tlie artless simplicity and heroic 
fortitude of that noble specimen of female character, 
the Jeanie Deans in the Heart of Mid-Lothian. 
My fellow citizens, we are assembled this day at the 
close of the lirst century since the settlement of Cher- 
ry Valley. We are here on the anniversary of our na- 
tion's birthday to mark down the closing honrs of that 
century, and, ere they are all numbered, to sketch out 
and platre on record the scenes, and actions, and events, 
and characters to which it has given birth in our little 
valley. It has become my duty, as it is my pleasure, to 
L make up that record which may aid in fixing this day as 

H a landmark for the guidance and direction of those who 

H may come after us. If in the brief review of the cen- 

H tary which is just passing away, I shall present no 

H gorgeous spectacle — no long train of titled lords and 

■ warrior knights. I may be able to sketch characters 

which shall commend themselves by their intelligence. 
their morals, their courage, and their undying patriotism. 
Plain and humble though they may have been, and con 
fined within a narrow sphere of action, they were emi- 
nent in their respective stations — they discharged with 
ability the duties which devolved upon them, and have 
passed away and left their impress upon this the place 
of their and your habitation. 

Most of the first settlers of this valley, though origi- 
nally from Scotland, emigrated to North America from 
Ireland. Some of them came in what weis called the 
Londonderry emigration. A portion of this body of 
emigrants landed in the spring of 1719, at Casco Bay, 
near the present city of Portland, in Maine. Like most 
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of the New England colonistB, tbev sought a home and 
a place to worship Gad. Immediately upon landing 
from their vessel, under the open heaven, and upon the 
sea-shore, they commenced the worship of their Creator. 
The sands of a new continent were beneath their feet. 
The waves of the Atlantic were dashing arotmd them. 
The sky of the new world was over them. 

**'rhe perfect world by Adam trod, 
Was the first temple built by God ; 
fiis fiat laid the corner-stone, 
And heaved its pillars one by one.'* 

In this temple our fathers first worshipped God in 
this western land. Standing on the shore of the ocean, 
with their little bark riding near them, they raised their 
voices and sung the 137th psalm of the sweet singer of 
Israel. As they looked back upon the homes of their 
youth — upon the friends and kindred left behind — upon 
the blessings and comforts of civilization, well might 
they sing : *^'By the waters of Babylon, there %te sat 
doxotv, yed, toe toept, when toe remembered Zion. We 
hanged our harps upon the wiUows in the midst thereop^ 

But they looked forward with hope and constancy, 
and as they remembered their covenant vows, and their 
determination to observe and maintain their religious 
daties, they also united and sung, in the sublime lan- 
guage of the Psalmist : '*//" I forget thee^ O Jerusalem^ 
let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not re- 
member thee^ let my tongue cleaoe to the roof of my 
mouth ; if I prefer not Jeruaalem above my chief joy, ^* 

On application made by this colony to the Supreme 
Judicial Court of Massachusetts, a tract of land was 
granted them, to which they removed in the summer of 
the same year. The settlement was named after the 
place from whence they sailed, and still retains the name 
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of Londonderry, uow in the Houthem part of New 
Hampshire. The eoluiiiHtR immediatelj organized a 
society, settled a miuiater, und commenced laying broad 
and deep the foundations of rehgion and of civil order. 
Miny of the early settlers of Cherry Valley removed 
from this Londonderry colony in 1741-2 i the first 
actual settlement having been made by Mr. Lindesay, 
one of the patentees, in 1740. 

The patent of Cherry Valley was granted in 1738, by 
George Clark, then lienteuant governor of the province 
of New York, with consent of the council, to John Lin 
desay, Jacob Boseboom, and others. The patentees 
probably ro-leased a portion of the land to Governor 
Clark, as we find tiers of lots still owned by his lineal 
descendants in this connty. 

It has been cause of specidation and inquiry, why the 
patentees sought a patent of land so remote as this 
place then was, tying, as it did, beyond unoccupied 
lands more eligibly situated and of greater value It 
has been said that llr. Lindesay, the principal patentee, 
was pleased with the wild and romantic features of the 
coimtiy, which were not unlike hie native Scotland. 
We can easily imagine that at that early day, ere the 
woodman's ase had broken into the forest, the scene 
which our little valley presented was one of qniet and 
picturesque beauty. Here was the purling brook, the 
cascade, the rock and dell, the beautiful forest tree, the 
blossoming cherry, and the wild mountain flower. The 
tall and graceful elm rose conspicuous in the valley, 
while the dark foliage of the rock maple and the ever- 
green marked the elevation of the surroimding hills. 
From the summit of those hills the eye took in at a 
glance a large part of the valley of the Mohawk, and, 
37 
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stretching on beyond, were seen the Saconilagn moiin 
tains on the north, and far away in the northeast the 
Green Motintains of Vermont. A few German faniihes 
were scattered along the banks of the Mohawk, but on 
leaving that river the emigrant or settler fonnci himself 
at once in the midst of the virgin forent. The whole 
country called by lis the great west, the vast valley of 
the Mississippi, was almost a terra incngni/n, an un- 
known land. An occasional adventurer bad made his 
way into the interior, and had engaged in traffic with 
the aboriginal inhabitants, who claimed as owners, and 
roamed over the wide valleys and prairies, A few oth- 
ers, less hardy and enteqirising. had i>a8sed along the 
shores of the great lakes, and, like Moses upon Monnt 
Fiegah. caught a distant ^-iew of the promised land. A 
few French from Canada had intermarried with the na- 
tive population, and introduced some slight featiyes of 
civilization among the red men of the forest. With 
these exceptions, the whole country west of Cherry Val 
ley, reaching on to the Pacific Ocean, was one unbroken 
wilderness. 

Attracted more perhaps by the beauty of the scenery 
than by the fertility of the soil, here Mr. Lindesay took 
up his abode in the summer of 1740. An Indian foot- 
path afforded him communication with the Mohawk 
Eiver. The winter which followed was one of great 
severity. Long ere spring revisited the valley bis pro- 
visions were exhausted. The snow had fallen to a great 
depth, and had entirely interrupted his intercourse with 
the settlements of the Mohawk The fierce winds 
howled around his frail dwelling. The gigantic forest 
trees ghstened with the frosts of winter. The beauty 
of the summer scene had faded away.' He realized in 
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their greatest extent tlie dangers and trials of a bord- 
erer A lingering death for himself and family by star- 
Tation was before bim. At this critical period an Indian 
arrived from the Muhawk River on snuw-shoes. Tlutj 
Indian returned and procitred provisions, which he 
carried to Mr. Lindesay upon his back, and thus saved 
the hves of the first family which settled in this vaUey. 

About the time of his first settlement, Mr. Lindesay 
conferred with the Rev. Samuel Dnnlop. a native of Ire- 
land, and a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, upon 
the subject of adding to the settlement through his in- 
fluence with his coimtrymen at home and in this coun- 
try. Mr. Dnnlop went to Ireland and returned tu 1742. 
He was married in Ireland, and his young wife came 
with him to pitch their tents in the wilderness. At the 
same time Mr. Dickson and &Ir. Oalt, and famihee, 
arrived in company with Mr. Dirnlop from Ireland, and 
Mr. Banisey and James Campbell with their famihes, in 
the same year aiTived from Londonderry in New Haiup- 
shire. Mr. Dickson and Mr. Gait purchased farms in 
the south part of the patent -, Mr. Ramsey in the west- 
em part, and James Campbell purchased a farm north 
of the village, now owned by his grandson James N. 
Campbell, Esq. Mr. Dunlop purchased the farm former- 
ly owned and occupied by Dr. Joseph Wliite, and now 
owned and occupied by his son-in-law Jacob Livingston, 
Esq. 

It may here he observed, that one of the first move- 
ments of this little colony was the organization of a 
church, iinder the pastoral charge of Mr. Dunlop, and 
the erection of a rude eilifice of logs, in which they as- 
sembled to worship the Ood of their fathers. In hia 
own house Mr. Dunlop opened a classical school, and 
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there educated eome young men from the GeTxaao fami- 
lies on the Mohawk, who afterward, and especially dnr- 
ing the Revolution, acted conspicnous parts. Amon^ 
the number were Col. Henry and Major John Frey. It 
is worthy of especial remembrance that in this valley 
the first regular society was organized for religions wor- 
ship in the English language, and the first claseioal 
school established in central or western New York. I 
have not been able to find an account of any other 
church or school at that early day, between this place 
and the immediate vicinity of the Hudson River, though 
there may have been classical schools at Schenectady. 
The church organized under the patronage of Sir Will- 
iam Johnson, at Johnstown, was not foiinded until about 
1765. 

The conduct of our fathers in the establishment of 
churches and schools, is the best evidence of the spirit 
with which the foundations of this settlement were laid. 
Virtue and knowledge, the two great pillars of republi- 
can institutions, were in the very commencement the 
object of their pursuit. They sought to plant here, in 
the centre of the wilderness, the seeds of Christianity 
and civilization. Their aim was noble — their enterprise 
was worthy, and deserved success. Their nnmbera 
were small — their means were limited. But their hearts 
were undaunted — their courage did not forsake them — 
their minds had been made up for the undertaking— 
they resolved to be, and they were, successful. 

Settlements were not then, as now, thrown forward 
almost with the rapidity of the earth's own motion, so 
that a frontier hamlet of to- day becomes a city with a 
densely peopled country aroimd it to-morrow. On the 
contrary, the encroachments upon the wilderness, and 
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■apon the liome of the red maa, previonB to the Revohi- 
tion, were made slowly and with great caution. The 
white population advanced along the banks of the rivers 
and the mftrginis of the tributary streams. Oceaaionally, 
as was the ease with this settlement, a few families, 
more adventurous, might phinge fiu-ther into what was 
then termed the itfsere, and relying for protection on the 
God of hosts and their own right arm, plant there the 
foundations of the white man's home. But the increase 
of these frontier settlements was very slow. In 1752, 
twelve years after the first settlement of Cherry Valley, 
there were but eit//u famihes in the place. In 171)5, 
they had increased to forty familiea The number in 
1775. and at the commencement of the war, I do not 
know, but probably it did not exceed sixty families. 

In 1744, Mr. John Wells removed to Cherry Valley. 
He piirchased of Mr. Lindesay the farm occupied by 
him, and called Lindesay's Bush, being the same farm 
now owned and occupied hy Mr. Joseph Phelon. Mr. 
Wells was a man of fine character, and was highly re- 
spected in the settlement. He was appointed the first 
justice of the peace. His son Robert intermarried with 
a daughter of the Rev. Mr. Ditnlop, and of this mar- 
riage, among other children, was John Wells, one of 
the most distinguished and able lawyers whom the State 
of New York has produced. His history, I trust, is fa 
miliar to all who hear me. You have heard of the de- 
struction of his whole family, of his subsequent labors, 
his comparative obscurity in his profession, untU Fin op- 
portunity was afforded for a display of his talents and 
genius, in his defense of the celebrated James Cheatham, 
editor of the American Citizen ; when, as it were, with 
a single bound, he rose from that comparative obscurity 
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to professional eimnen<;e. That diBtiii|;riiiBlied lawyer 
fllwiiys cLerished a warm affection for this the place of 
his birth, and it was bis intention, had his hfe been 
spared for a few years longer, to have purchaeed the 
property of his ancestors, and to have retired from his 
profession, and spent here the closing years of his life 
amid the scenes of his boyhood. 

From 1740 down to 1775, (a« haft already been stated,) 
the population of Cherry Valley increased slowly. That 
period had been one of considerable excitement, alarm 
and trial. 

The long and bloody wars between England and 
France had been carried fonvard. The battle-field was 
tninsfeiTed from Europe to America, and the contest 
for national supremacy was maintained with renewed 
vigor amid the forest homes of our fathers, and npon 
their inland seas. Must of the Indian tribes at the 
north, allured away by the French Jesuits, and by the 
liberal presents of the so-styled Grand Monarch of 
France, took up the hatchet against the English and 
Americans. The frontier inhabitants were kejit under 
almost constant apprehension, and though the settle- 
ment of Cherry Valley escaped destruction, yet the in 
habitants were called into service, and exchanged the 
peaceable pursuits of agriculture for the excitements 
and dangers of the canip, and were engaged in distant 
and hazardous expeditions. Wheu the war of the Rev- 
olution commenced. Cherry Valley was etill a frontier 
settlement. A few inhabitants were settled in the pres- 
ent town of Springfield ; a few in Middtefield, then 
called Newtown Martin. Along the banks of the Su* 
quehftnna, and in the valley of Unadilla and Otego 
creeks, a few settlers were found, and the brave and 
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Lardy family of Haqiers had gone out from Cherry 
Valley and planted a little colony at Harpersfield ; but 
Cherry Valley was considered the centre and gathering 
pltt<;e of all these settlerH. 

When the period arrived that the united colonies of 
Xorth America were compelled to take up arms to main- 
tain their rights, the aunaiinc«ment produced necesBari- 
]y a deep emotion through the frontier settlements. 

War at all times is to be deprecated, and, if possible, 

avoideil. In the case of our Revohition, war became 

justifiable on our part. The great principlen of civil 

and religious liberty, for which our anceBtore contended 

in the old world, and which they sought to plant here 

in the new, were invadeii The criais had arrived when 

their rights must be surrendered, or the question must 

I be tried by a long and bloody civil war. The minds of 

L men were early made up for the coutest. In tliis sec- 

H tion of countrj-, the perils and trials of the inliabitants 

^M were probably greater than in any other section of the 

H Union. The .Six Nations of Indians, who early joined 

H the English, were the most powerful and warlike of the 

H aboriginal inhabitants. Yet, in defiance of danger, and 

H iiudismayed by threats of vengeance, the inhabitants of 

H Tryou County rallied together when the indicatiuus of 

H the gathering storm were seen only in the distance. 

H If you will consider what was then the situation of 

H that county, sparsely popidated. and separated from the 

H Hndson River and the Eastern States by a powerful 

H tribe of Indians, and a large body of men attached to 

H the English cause, organized and commanded by influ- 

H ential and experienced men. and will then look at the 

H early proceedings of their eommitteo of safety, you will 

H lind exiiihited a fearlessness and determination of spirit 



I 
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almoat impuriJleled even in that day of aelf-jiacrificing 
and heroic devotion to country. Read the proeeedingB 
ut the Palatine comniittee, &n early as 27th August, 
1774, two years before the Declaration of Indepdndenc^e. 
when they asserted fearlessly their rights, and bound 
themseiveB together to abide by all tlie regulations of 
the first Continental Congress. Bead the resolutioDfi of 
the same comniittee. passed May 2lBt, 1775,' when, in 
answer to the threats of Guy Johnson, then Indian 
Buperintendent, they resolved, "that as we abhor a etate 
of slavery, we do join and unite together under all the 
tien of rehgion, honor, justice, and a love uf freedom, 
never to become slaves, and to defend our freedom with 
our Uvea and fortunes." 

When the time, the place, and the circumstanceB are 
considered under which that committee met and passed 
the resolutions referred to. I think you will conclude 
with me that they are imparalleled. In their tone and 
sentiment they would have done credit to any provin- 
cial assembly, or even to the Continental Congress it- 
self. The original draft of these resolutions I found 
many years since in a neglected spot in the garret of 
the house of Major John Frey, and I have deposited 
the mannscript among the archives of the New York 
Historical Society, that it may remaiu as a memorial of 
the noble spirit of Tryon Couuty. It is in the hand- 
writing of Christopher P. Yates, who was an eminent 
and able patriot. Bat if he had done nothing besides 
being the author and advocate of these resolutions, his 
name and his memory should be warmly cherished in 
this section of country where you dwell. 

Here, in Cherry Valley, the leading citizens early em- 
braced the colonial cause. In May, 1775, the o 
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article of association was circulated, in which the sign- 
ers pledged themselves to support the Continental 
Congress. It is unnecessary here, and indeed 
I have not time to detail the progress of the war, dur- 
ing the first years of its continuance. A fort was erec- 
ted which occupied a portion of the present burial 
ground, ajid which was garrisoned by a regiment of con- 
tinental troops imder the command of Col. Alden. 
Alarms and nunors were the order of the day. This 
region of country seemed early to have been marked out 
for destruction, and the settlement of Cherry Valley, 
after repeated alarms, was destined to share the com- 
mon fate of the frontier hamlets of New York. 

The 11th of November, 1778, has been rendered mem- 
orable by the sacrifices and suflFerings, and deatli of 
many of the early settlers of this valley. On the morn- 
ing of that day no bright sun gilded the mountain tops 
with his beams, nor was the eye gladdened with the 
view of the rich tints of autunm. Clouds and mists 
were round about the homes of our fathers, as if veil- 
ing the horrid scenes which on that day were to be en- 
acted. The gun from the fort early in the morning 
announced that the enemy was near. The scouts had 
been surprised and taken, and the yell of the Indian, 
and the report of his rifle, heralded his approach to the 
garrison. The scattered inhabitants, most of them, un- 
armed, strove to gain places of actual or fancied secu- 
rity, but generally in vain. Some reached the fort and 
were saved, others were pursued and slain by the way- 
side, and the tomahawk and scalping-knife drank the 
blood of others at their own fireside, and even while 
kneeling in prayer before their Maker. Others were re 
tained as hostages or prisoners, to be borne away 

38 
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thraugb tbe wilderneBs to take up their abode with Bar- 
ages, ftnd to siiffar a teilious and di-eadfiil captivity. I 
have endeavored, in the liistory which I have heretofore 
presented to my fellow eitizens, of the border wars of 
this State, to give a picture of this valley on the night 
succeeding the day of the niassacre. The place chosen 
for encampment of the enemy was about twp miles 
Bouth of the village, and near tbe site of tbe dwelling- 
bouse of James Dickson. The prisoners were gathered 
around tbe watch fires, drenched with the rain and sleet, 
and ahivering'witb cold, with no protection from tbe 
storm. Thick darkness covered tbe valley, except when 
some gust of wind kindled a flame for a moment amid 
the dying embers, and thus marked the spots where 
once had been their homes. Tbe mangled coi'pses of 
relatives and neighbors lay unburied around tbe asbea 
of their dwellings. Their own fate washiden from them. 
Tbey knew not whether a long captivity awaited them, 
or whether on the morrow they should be offered np as 
sacrifices to appease the wrath or gratify the passions 
of their enemies. I can imagine no state of suspense 
more awful. Mercy, however, in a measure triumphed, 
and a portion of the prisoners were released, and the 
rest were carried into captivity, and enabled to return 
after the lapse of many years. Between thirty and 
forty of the inhabitants were killed on the lltb of No- 
vember. It is unnecessary at this time to give tbeir 
names. 

On the following day tbeir corpses were gathered 
together, and under the protection of the garrison were 
deposited in a common grave. It would have been very 
gratifying if, on this occasion, we could have laid tbe 
corner-stone of a monument to mark the place of their 
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biuial, aud which, while it commemorated the death of 
those who perished on the 11th of November, 1778 
might have endured also as a memorial of the anmver- 
BOry which we this day celebrate. 

This deatruction of the settlement closed the R«vi> 
lutionarj drama at Cherry Valley. The small fort was • 
abandoned in the following stunmer, aud the troops 
joined General Jamen Clinton's detachment, when on 
his way to join Gan. Sullivan, in the famous expedition 
against the Six Nations in 1779. This whole region of 
country waa swept over by an ever active and vindictive 
enemy. At the close of the devolution, and when peace 
was once more restored, the remnant of the inhabitants 
returned to their former homes, but war, and disease, 
and poverty had done their fearful work, and many a 
once familiar face was never agtiin seen round the do- 
mestic hearth. In 1784 a few log houses were built by 
the inhabitants who had returned, and in the same year 
the immortal Washington honored our htfle valley with 
a visit. He came up from the Mohawk River for the 
purpose of visiting this place, and ateo e^tamining the 
outlet of Luke Otsego, where, in 1779, Gen. James Clin 
ton threw a dam across the Susquehanna, prejiaratory 
to his descent of that river. 

It has already been stated that the lirst inhabitants 
of Cherry Valley were mostly religious people. Like 
the Piuitans of New England they were watchful and 
jealous of any infraction of Christian duties. Many of 
my he|rer8 will have read the letter addressed by the 
committee of safety of Cherry Valley to the general 
committee of Tryon County. It was as follows : 

"Vlterry Valley, Jane Qth, 1776. 

"Sirs, — "We received yours of yesterday relative to 



1 
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the meeting of the committee on Sunday, which sur- 
prised us not a little, inasmuch as it seems not to be on 
any alarming circumstance, which, if it was, we should 
readily attend. But as that does not appear to us to 
be the case, we think it very improper ; for unless the 
necessity of the committee sitting superexceed the du- 
ties to be performed in attending the worship of God, 
we think it ought to be put oflF till another day ; and 
therefore we conclude not to give our attendance at this 
time, unless you adjourn the sitting of the conmiittee 
till Monday morning, and in that case we will give our 
attendance as early as you please. But otherwise we 
cannot allow ourselves to be cut short of attending on 
the public worship, except the case be so necessitous as 
to exceed sacrifice. We conclude with wishing success 
to the common cause, and subscribe ourselves the free- 
bom sons of liberty. 

John Moore, 
Samuel Clyde, 
Samuel Campbell." 

I have introduced this letter for the purpose of call- 
ing attention more particularly to a meeting of the in- 
habitants in 1785, after the storm of war had passed 
over, and when quiet and peace once more rested upon 
the borders. Neither war, nor exile, nor poverty had 
caused them to forget their Christian duties, or the im- 
portance of religious societies. 

On the 6th of April, 1786, a public meeting of the citi- 
zens was held, the objects of which will be best ex 
plained by the record made at the time. It is as 

follows : 

"We, the ancient inhabitants of Cherry Valley, in the 

county of Montgomery, and State of New York, having 

returned from exxLe^ find ourselves destitute of our 
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church officers, viz : deacons and elders. In conse- 
quence of our difficulties, and other congregations in 
similar circumstances, our Legislature thought proper 
to pass a law for the relief of these, viz : 'An act to in- 
corporate all religious societies,' passed April 6th, 1784. 
In compliance of said act we proceeded as follows : 



' 'advertisement. 



"At a meeting of a respectable number of the old in- 
habitants of Cherry Valley, it was agreed upon that an 
advertisement should be set up, to give notice to all the 
former inhabitants that are returned to their respective 
habitations, to meet at the meeting-house yard on Tues 
day, the fifth day of April next, at ten o'clock, before 
noon, then and there to choose trustees, who shall be 
a body corporate for the purpose of taking care of the 
temporalities of their respective Presbyterian congre 
gation, agreeable to an act of the Legislature of the 
State of New York, passed April sixth, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-four. 

Samuel Clyde, Justice of the Peace, 

Cherry Valley, March 19rA, 1786." 

"■Cherry VaUey, AprUbth, 1786. 

''1st. The congregation being met agreeable to the 
above advertisement, proceeded as follows, viz: The 
congregation having no minister, nor elders, or deacons, 
at present, by reason of death and removal of such in 
the late war, we, the people at large, did nominate and 
elect the following two members of the congregation 
to be the returning officers and judges of the qualifica- 
tion of the electors of said meeting : 

CoL. Samuel Campbell, 
William Dickson. 
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■■2ti. Proceeded as follows at the BaJd meeting, aini 
have nominated Col. Samuel Clyde, John Campbell. Jr., 
and Jamea Wilson, to be the trnstees for said congre- 
gation. The tniHtees appointed James Cannon as clerk 
foi' said board." 

'•V/ilny Valley, April 5fA, 1785, 
"At a maeting of the inhabitants of Cherry Valley 
this day, the undermentioned were elected trueteea for 
the Presbyterian congregation : 

SiMUEL Clyde, Esq. 

John Campbell, Jr. 

James Wilson. 
"Electors' Namen. — Robert Shanklaud, William 
ThompeoD, Samuel Ferguson, James Moore, Jr., John 
Campbell, Jr., Hugh Mitchell, William Gault. James 
Cannon, Samuel Campbell, Jr., Samuel Clyde, Esq.. 
Samuel Campbell, William Dickson, James Dicksou. 
Daniel McCollimi, John McKillip, Israel Wilson, Luther 
Rich, James Wilson, Thomas Whitaker, Benjamin Dick- 
son, John Dunlop." 

•^Cherry ValUy, April blh, 1785. 
"To all whom it doth or may concern. Greeting : 
We, Samuel Campbell and William Dickson, returning 
officers, by virtue of tlie law of this State, entitled an 
act to enable all the religious denominations in this 
State to appoint trustees, who shall be a body corpo- 
mte for the purpose of taking care of the temporalities 
of their respective congregations, and for other pui-- 
poaes therein mentioned, passed the sixth day of April, 
one thousand seven hundred and eigthy-four, of the 
Presbyterian congregation of Cherry Valley, in the 
cunnty of Montgomery, do hereby certify that Samael 
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Clyde. Jobn Cnmpbfcll Jr., and James 'N\'i]Bon, were duly 
and legally elected tmRteea of eaid congregation, orni 
that ihe. uniil inirtMi ami llnir gucceimorii sfiall Jortvtr 
hrreatler he a bwly cm-poTatr, and he called. dUtinguialitd, 
and hitnen hy ilie vome and title of Tmgten of the 
J'reHbyterian thitrch in CAerry Valley, in the Cotnity 
i\f' JHon/giinierj/. 

"Given under our hands and tteala tliis fifth day of 
April, one thoUBand Beveu hundred and eighty-five. 
Sahtbl Caupdell. pJ.S.] 
^ViLLiAM Dickson. [L.S.J 

Measures were soon after taken for biiilding a church 
edifice, but it was not completed until some years after. 
The plan adopted seems to have been to sell pew 
gi-ound, and with tlie proceeds to erect the building, 
each purchaser of pew ground stipulating to construct 
his own pew thereon, according- to a uniform plan, after 
the building should be enclosed. The purchaser of pew 
ground was to i)ay partly in money, and partly in pro- 
duce at the market price. Many of my hearers will 
re«Jiillect the old church, with its square, high-back 
|>ews. which occupied n part of the biirying-groiuid, or 
meeting ■hQtme yard, as it is styled in the foregoing pro- 
ceedings, and which was taken down about twelve or 
thirteen years ago, when the present Preabjderian 
church edifice was erected. 

The meeting of the inhabitants of Cherry Vallej on 
the 5th of April, 1786, is deserving of particular atten* 
tion. The remnant of the ancient inhabitants, as they 
styled themsulves. had returned to their former homes. 
They had returned, they say. from exile. The long and 
bloody war tlu-ough which they had passed, had thinned 
tlieir ranks and whitened the headB, and furrowed the 
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cheeks of the survivors. They had once more a home, 
but it was again a forest home. 

The wild beast had made its lair amid the ruins of 
their former dwellings. The briar, the thistle and the 
sapling grew rank upon their garden spots. In the 
autumn of 1784, a few log huts had been built, but in 
the spring of 1785, when this meeting was called, there 
was no building in the settlement where the inhabitants 
could assemble together. They met, therefore, like 
their fathers, under the open heavens. 

The place where they gathered together was hallowed 
ground. It had been set apart for the burial of their 
dead. The graves of their kindred and friends were 
round about them. It was the place which had been 
consecrated by their patriotism, for there stood their 
little fort. 

On that same spot the inhabitants assembled togeth- 
er and organized anew, on the 6th day of April, 1785, 
that Presbyterian society which has continued to this 
day. 

The first regular pastor was settled in 1796, and he 
was our reverend and distinguished guest,* who has 
this day honored our little valley with his presence, and 
who, nearly half a century ago, commenced here his 
sacred ministrations, and preached here the gospel to 
our fathers. Long may his valuable life be spared to 
the church, and to the literary institution over which he 
has long presided with so much ability and success. 

From 1785 down to the present time, our valley has 
not been signalized by any remarkable changes. The 
increase of population has been gradual though con- 
stant. It has not increased in this town and county as 
• Rev. Dr. Nott, President of Union College. 
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in that vast country weet, which hae aluce that period 
Bpruiig into being, and is now teeming with milHons of 
people. Our own little valley hae contiibuted to swell 
that western tide, and she niimberB there many engaged 
in the various pursuits of life, and among the learned 
professions many who received here their academical or 
professional education. 

Of the first settlers, the late Col. Samuel Campbell 
was the last snrviyor. Of his character I shaU not 
speak at length, but I may be permitted to say that he 
was a true patriot and an excellent citizen. He served 
in the French war, and was with Sir William Johnson 
at Fort Edward in 1757, at the timti of the massacre at 
Fort William Henry. Ihiring the stormy period of the 
Bevolution he was an active and efficient friend of his 
country, and at its close found himself stripped of most 
of his property. Again he commenced liis laborious 
life, and hved to see a large and prosperous family 
around him. He was but three years old when became 
with his father to this town in 1741. He closed hie 
eventful life in September, 1824, at the age of 86. 

While he was the last of the first settlers, his aged 
consort, who died a few years since, at the age of 92, 
may be said to have been tbe last survivor of the female 
actoru in the Revolutionary drama of oiu" valley. 

She was born near the Ciiant's Causeway in Ireland, 
and when about ten years of age she removed with her 
father, Matthew Cannon, to this country. Her settle- 
ment, her marriage, her heroic fortitude and attachment 
to her country, her long and severe Indian captivity, are 
circumstances upon which I need not dwell ; her friends 
and her descendants cherish her memory with ardent 
affection. 
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Col. Samuel Clyde was an able and efficient co-worker 
in the Bevoltitioiiary struggle. He was a etem and in- 
flexible patriot, and exerted a large inflnence in this dia 
trict of eoimtry. He waa appointed the first justice of 
the peace after the war. He, too. in hia Revolutionary 
toils. yfHB aided and supported by his courageous and 
patriotic wife. 

John Moore was another sterling man, "While nature 
had been sparing in her physical gifts, she had endowed 
him with a Strang and vigoroiis intellect, which had 
been well cultivated, considering the circumstances in 
which he was placed. 

Of the Bev. Samuel Dtinlop I have already spoken. 
He was an educated man, and for nearly forty years 
ministered to the early settle™. 

At the time of the massacre his family were slain. 
He alone with one daughter escaped. Under the pro 
tection of an Indian chief he stood and beheld the 
destruction of his earthly hojies, his home, and the 
homes of his friends, melt away with the flames. 
"Caliu, opposite, ihe Chrisliao father rose ; 
Pale on his vcaetable brow iu rays 
Of martyr light the conflagraliou tlirowa ; 
One hand upon hia lovely cliild he lays. 

He for his bleeding country prays lo HenTen — 
Praya that the men of blood lliemselvea may be torgiveo." 
He survived the massacre but a short time. The mis- 
fortunes of that day carried down his grey hairs with 
sorrow to the grave. 

Of thebraveand determined Captain Robert M'Kean, 
what shall we say; of him who knew no danger and 
feared no man ; who challenged to the combat the great 
chieftain and captain of the Six Nations, Joseph Brant 




THYOS CODNTI. 



307 



I 



Thayendanagea ? What sball we say of the eccentric 
though fearless Robert Shankland, who defended his 
house single-baud ed, with the exception of his son,' a 
lad of 14, against a considerable bodj of Indians, Eind 
who abandoned it only when it was about to be con- 
sumed over him by the flames! Where are they all, 
with the Gaulta and the Dicksons, and the Batnseye and 
the Wilsons, who first planted here the seeds of civiliza- 
tion! These are questions of a solemn nature, which 
crowd themselves upon our minds upon occasions like 
the present. The century has rolled away and left its 
impress for good or for evil. Of the early settlers not 
one survives. Their children and their children's chil- 
dren occupy the places of some, and the voices of stran- 
gers are heard in the dwellings of others. They have 
all been gathered to their resting places, and the ashes 
of most of them sleep quietly in yonder grave-yard. 
The clods of the valley are upon them, to be removed 
only at the general resurrection. 

"'llie hreezy call at iocenae-brcalhiDg mora. 

The bwhIIow twittering from her atraw-bulU nhed, 
The Cock*a shrill clarloD and ILe ecboiii){ bom, 

No more fthall louise tliem from their lowly bed." 
In the last ten years, what ravages has death made in 
our little valley ! I miss, amid the scenes of my child- 
hood, many of the familiar faces of those who once 
greeted my return to the home of my fathers. They 
•re also numbered with the great host of the departed, 
and their places are fast filling with those who knew 
them not. Among the leading men we might mention 
the elder and younger Drs, "White, both eminent phy- 
sicians ; Col, James Cannon ; Isaac Seelye, Esq., and 
" The lat« Thomas Sbiuikluid, ol Coupentown. 
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Jftmes O. Morse, Esq., both able lawyers ; Jesse John- 
Bon, Erastus Johnson. William C. Dickson, Williflm 
Story, Alfred Crafts, with many others who but a day 
since were li^'ing. and whose faces it seems as if I ought 
now to see before me. 

James 0. Morse, Esq., always took a deep interest ill 
the history of this place, and in the character of its 
early inhabitants. He was bom in Marlboro', in the 
county of Middlesex, Massachusetts, in ITS8, and re- 
moved with his parents, when live years of age, to the 
county of Oneida, in tliie State, and when that county 
was almost a wilderness 

Allow me to mention another name connected direct 
]y with the first settlement of CbeiTy Valley ; I moan 
Deacon John Gault. Humble was liis sphere of life. 
Poverty, and many of the ills which fiesh is heir to, 
sickness and decrepitude, were his portion on the earth. 
But v,-ith a Christian spirit which rose above them all. 
he drank with cheerfulness the cup given him to drink 
in life, and looked forward with peace and joy to that 
better world where sorrow and sighing are no more : 
where the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary 
are at rest. Who has not observed his cheerful and 
contented coiiutenance. as he entered the sanctuary on 
a Sabbath mom. leaning on his Bt&S, his only aid while 
plodding along over the tedious miles which intervened 
between his residence and that sanctuary ? 'Who has 
not hstened to his truly eloquent and appropriate 
prayers t If he was a Christian, he was also a patriot. 
This day he would have delighted to honor. But he, 
too, our old and familiar friend, has been gathered to 
his fathers in peace. 

We miss also many others who commenced with us 
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s occupation a eithtr in our cwn widt- 
spread country, or in distant Iand§. Alany of them also 
have gone the way of all the living. Som« died at 
home in the prefieuce of their friends, and sleep now 
quietly beside those who gave them being. Others have 
been cut off in the prime of life, and have fallen far 
away from their kindi-ed: and one," endeared to many 
of US by her talents, her piety, and her moral courage, 
has recently departed, and her remains repose in the 
cemetery of the Nestoiian Christiana, within the sacred 
precincts of the first Christian Church planted by the 
Magi of Persia, and within the confines of that city in 
Central AHta. where the fai-famed Zoroaster, in ages 
gone by. first lit up the fires of philosophy. 

We might add many other names to the hst. As we 
run over the catalogue of departed relatives and friends, 
we are forcibly reminded how frail and brittle is the 
cord which binds us to life. In the morning we see our 
friends around us, and in health, and ere the sun goes 
down, the golden bowl is broken at the cistern, the 
dust returns to the dust from whence it was taken, and 
the spirit unto God who gave li 

Of this large assembly now before me, in all human 
probability not one will open hie eyes upon the morning 
of the 4th of July, IBiO. Long ere that, even the in 
scriptions upon our tombstones may be obhterat«d, and 
uur descendants may look in vain for the green hillocks 
which mark our resting-places. 

But as those who gave us being, labored and toiled 
for our best interests, so our duty is to transmit to 
* Mrs. Grant, adtipted daiii^ter of I)t. WiUlam CwDplell, of 
<JJien7 Valley, and l)iu> ml»*ianHry at Uruomiali, I'er^. 



4 




310 APPENDIX TO ANNALS OF 

those who Bhall come after us, the mheritance which we 
have received, of a free government, religious liberty< 
and all the bleBBings of civilizatiDii. To diBcharge that 
daty BUCceBsfully, we should, as far as it ia in our pow> 
er, labor to advance the cause of virtue and education, 
and in this respect to follow in the footsteps of our 
fathers. 

The age in which we live, is an age of bustle, toil and 
enterprise. But it ie by no means a merely useful or a 
BQperficial age. The great principles of civil liberty, of 
the rights of conscience, and of freedom of opinion, 
were never better understood, or more practically en 
forced. 

It is an age, too, when mnch is required of U8 all. 
Tea, of us, a part and parcel of that great Anglo-Sason 
race, whicii now bids fair to carry our own native lan- 
guage and its literature over a great part of the world. 
Over all the North American continent — along the 
shores of the Pacific, in the West Indies, in Great 
Britain, over the eastern coast of Africa, at the Cape of 
Good Hope, throughout many of the islands of the 
Pacific, and along the southern part of Asia, the Ian* 
goage which we speak is fast spreading itself, and bids 
fair to become in these regions the only language. Like 
Aaron's rod it is swallowing up the rest. 

What changes have been produced during the last 
hondred yeare ! Society has been revolutionized 
throughout the greater part of the civilized world. The 
political elements of all Europe have been violently agi- 
tated, and though the forms of government have not 
been materially altered, the freedom of the citizen has 
been in many instances greatly enlarged. In our own 
country, the changes, as we ran over them with a rapid 
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glance, appear to liave been magical. Our own Empire 
State, which in 1740 was an English colony, and num- 
bering little more than one hundred thousand souls, 
How telle her children by millions. 

Coold we be permitted to draw aside the curtain 
which veils futiunty and look into coming years — could 
we cause to pass before us, as a moving panorama, our 
coimtry &» it will present itself a hundred years hence, 
what an Jnttresting view abould we behold ! For my 
self, I can but believe that we shall continue a united 
people, that the strong ties of interest which have hith 
erto bound ua together, will continue unbroken, and be 
strengthened by the continually increasing facilities of 
communication between the distant parts of our iiidely 
extended country. In that event this nation, judging 
from the past, will in oil probabihty occupy the greater 
part of all North America ; will number at least fifty 
millions of inhabitants, and stand in the ran of the civ- 
ilized nations of the earth. 

We are here a small conmmnity, and our influence 
and our efforts may not be widely felt ; but while we 
hve, we can labor in our various circles to promote 
peace and harmony among the different States of our 
Union, and, dying, we can leave the injunction to our 
children. We can urge upon them to look back upon 
their common descent, to consider their common inheri- 
tance, and to look forward to a common destiny. 

And standing here, and looking back upon the cen- 
tury which has just ended, and upon its history, which 
is certain ; and looking forward to the century before 
OS, whose history is uncertain ; may I not in the name 
of this assembly invoke and enjoin the rising genera- 
tion, our children, and our children's children, to pre^ 
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Berve imimpaired tlie institution a which we commit to 
them, and to maintain uDbroken onr glorious Union ! 

To them I would say, as you enter into possession of 
this goo(lly land ; as you walk forth and look upon the 
hill and upon the valley, upon the river rolling in pow- 
er, and upon the brook that sparkles at your feet ; as 
you listen to the sighing of the breeze as it moves gently 
through the forest, and to the music of the feathered 
songsters, as they warble forth their notes of praise — 
when the breath of the morning fans you, and you in- 
hale the scented air as it comes to you over the green 
meadow and the opening flower— remember that these 
blessings, though in some degree common to all man- 
kind, are no less the special gift to you from your Crea- 
tor, and that for the same blessings your fathers 
returned thanks to the great GKver of them all. 

As you enter upon the glorious inheritance of civil 
and religious liberty, upon the blessings and enjoyments 
of Christianity and civilization, and behold the proud 
monuments of your country's greatness, may you re- 
member that in by-gone times your ancestoi-s toiled and 
sacrificed their property and their lives in the purchase 
of that inheritance, and that they thus consecrated it by 
their tears, their prayers, and their blood ! 

We commit then that inheritance to your keeping. It 
is yom- as well as our birthright. And may he who at 
the close of another hundi'ed years shall be permitted 
to stand up and deUver over to his fellow citizens the 
record of that century, be enabled to say, as we can 
this day. Blessed be the land of our birth, and blessed 
be the memory, and honored be the names of those 
who have entrusted that inheritance to us ! 
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